THE HENRY LONG COLLECTION
Part 9 — 1954/55 Season

Despite falling attendances besetting speedway in Britain, the prediction by many on the
local South African speedway scene that the 1954/55 campaign would be a boom season was
proved correct. But there was also plenty happening before the South African season officially
began. The Southern Rhodesians opened their season in May with a challenge match between
the Bulawayo Lions and Pretoria Eagles which resulted in a victory for the locals. Further team
challenges were staged against the Durban Hornets and Wembley Lions before the conclusion
of the Bulawayo season with the impending arrival of the rainy season. The Northern
Rhodesian outpost at Kitana continued with their regular routine of monthly meetings.

Over in the UK a clutch of South African riders appeared at various British tracks, - Roy
Bester at Leicester, Doug Davies at Birmingham, Fred Lang at Wembley and Harry Serrurier at
Bristol. Vern McWilliams rode for the Poole Pirates but not before earlier spells with Glasgow
(White City) and Wolverhampton both tracks closing due to financial problems.
The most promising of the South Africans in British racing was the teenager Davies. Despite
being advised that he would not be able to take part in qualification rounds for the Worlds
Championship, he decided to travel over to the UK anyway to gain experience for a tilt at the
championship the following year. Davies showed much promise and became a popular member
of the Brummies team. .

Due to the National Championship being restricted to South African riders only, it was
the intention to stage the delayed 1953/54 event before the arrival of the British Commonwealth
touring team. An instruction issued by the South African Speedway Riders Association in late
September for riders attached to British clubs to return by October 8" was not complied with,
(in the event Bester, Davies, McWilliams and Johnny Walker only arrived back in South Africa
on the 20", on the same plane as the Commonwealth team!). Soon thereafter the SA Board of
Control cancelled the 1953/54 championship and announced that the 1954/55 title would no
longer be restrictive but open to all-comers.

The British Commonwealth touring team was surprised in the first Test against the
Springboks slumping to a 60-48 defeat with Henry Long and Doug Davies each only dropping
one point to the visitors. The tourists then stepped up a notch in the remaining four Tests and
ultimately proved comfortable 4-1 victors in the series. Neither Long nor Davies maintained that
initial level of performance whilst the Commonwealth’s spearhead of Barry Briggs and Ken
McKinlay went from strength to strength with the former claiming 18 point maximums in the
third and fifth Tests. The series also saw Springbok debuts for New Zealander Trevor Redmond
and Englishmen Roy Browning both having met eligibility requirements set by the SA
Speedway Control Board. Four other internationals were staged, two against Overseas sides at
Port Elizabeth and Bloemfontein, and two South Africa versus British Commonwealth
challenges at Randfontein and Bulawayo. The latter was notable for the comeback by the
Commonwealth side that overturned a 10 point deficit at the end of heat 14 by posting three 5-
1’s and a 4-2 in the last four races.

The teams competing in the National League remained unchanged with Pretoria Eagles
operating out of Randfontein for the first half of the campaign. History was subsequently made
in January 1955 when Pretoria moved into a stadium at Belle Ombre as it became, the first time
that all clubs were to ride their home matches on their own track. The battle for the League
developed into a titanic struggle between the defending champions, Springs Stars, and Durban
Hornets. At various points in the title race it appeared certain that one or the other side would
clinch the championship but in a game of tit-for-tat neither was able to pull away from the other.
It seemed certain that Durban’s poor record in the Transvaal would be their Achilles heel as
prior to their final match they had lost at Wembley and at Springs, and only triumphed at
Randfontein who were the chopping block of the league losing all eight of their fixtures.

.......... CONT'D
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However, a match winning last heat ride by captain Freddie Williams secured a come-from-
behind victory at Pretoria and tied up the table with the two teams level on 12 points. The
Springs captain Trevor Redmond claimed the championship for his side on the basis of a
superior race points aggregate in line with British regulations that had been adopted by South
Africa. Maurice Smith, Durban’s team manager, countered that this, regulation only applied to
Britain and demanded the SA Speedway Control Board order a run-off. He continued that failing
this Durban would pull out of the National League the following season. After a tense stand-off
the Control Board ordered a home and away run-off for the National League championship. The
run-off’s were close run affairs and the championship rested on the final heat of the second leg
at Hoy Park with Springs needed a 3-3 to retain the title. However, Redmond was excluded for
crossing the white line whilst his partner, Ronnie Genz retired after a plug lead came adrift
leaving Williams and Dick Campbell to complete the race unopposed and see Durban home by
4 points on aggregate.

Two new competitions were introduced, a National ‘Knock-Out’ Trophy for all National
League teams, and the Transvaal Cup for clubs in that province. The latter was run on a league
basis with home and away fixtures but not all were completed, primarily due to Randfontein not
staging any official matches after their meeting on 3 February. This early closure of
Randfontein also resulted in their withdrawal from the National Trophy after initially being
drawn against Durban Hornets in the first round. Pretoria emerged winners of both
competitions, overcoming Wembley Lions 114-102 on aggregate to win the Trophy.

The SA Match Race Championship was declared vacant when the season opened as
Freddie Williams was still campaigning in the UK and the Speedway Control Board nhominated
Henry Long and Fred Wills to challenge for the title. Long won both legs 2-1 and then
proceeded to see off the challenges of Redmond, Williams, Davies and Olle Nygren before
surrendering the championship to Barry Briggs in his last defence of the season.

After a break of a year the SA National Junior Championship was re-introduced and
staged at Randfontein. Charles Fourie triumphed with 14 points closely followed by Trevor
Blokdyk a point behind. The senior National Championship at Wembley was staged for the first
time on an ‘Open’ basis and after two qualifying rounds at Springs and Durban the field of
riders, including such luminaries as Nygren, Long, Briggs, Williams, Davies and Redmond,
would not have looked out of place at a World Final. The event was described as “probably the
finest meeting ever seen at Wembley” and Kiwi Redmond took the spoils beating Long in a
deciding heat 19 to finish a point ahead of Briggs and the Springbok no. 1. Redmond was
unable to make it a double 12 days later when his Springs team-mate Roy Bester claimed the
SA National ‘Closed’ Championship at Pretoria with a 15 point maximum.

1954/55 season's Roll of Honour S d _
wa tadlum
Test Series: - S.Africa 1, Br. Commonwealth 4 IEF% X\S
SA Open Championship (@ Wembley): - Trevor Redmond : fOI’ r etorla
SA National 'Closed' Chmpshp (@ Pretoria): - Roy Bester PR‘;;“OIR‘I};" C‘S’:t‘l’;‘;‘;‘;d"f —
SA Junior Championship (@ Randfontein): - Charles Fourie Pretoria Speedway Association was
P P ranted permission by the City
SA Match Race Chmpshp E-o-S Holder: - Barry Briggs Council ab its monthly meeting
SA National League Champions: - Durban Hornets el R
. . ) } : tadium. .
SA National Trop.hy winners: Pretorl.a Eagles i o e ot
Transvaal Cup winners: - Pretoria Eagles at 20 per cent of all gate takings
- - plus 20 per cent of all pakag
Wembley Open Championship: - Henry Long fees.

. .- One of the conditions of the
Durban Match Race Chmpshp E-0-S Holder: - Freddie Williams 133_53? s il e Tor [three-;
years, is that the stadium be |
placed af the disposal of the!
council, free of charge, during the
centenary celebrations next year.
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Speedway  Rider's  Association, |
who cabled -the English Speed- |
way Board of Control rul:in;E
thom to accopl Davies” entry,
have tecelyed (his peply: “Much |
regret mnahle {0 accept Davies
for the World Champlenship."
Although the Engllish officials |
give no  reasem  Ior  refusing
Davies* eniry, South  African |
- offickals belleve that it is beeause |
(] preliminary rounds of fhis
FEAT'S ehamplonship have |
nin\na, been held on iracks in
Furope, Fred Lang, Wembley's
South  Afrlcan  rider,  was
| ellminatéd in one of these pres

| limipazy  rounds — held in
| Bweden, ,.
Davies” comment: “D'm diz- q

appointed, btut 1 hope io IUFF
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revert to the old “dirt-track” style of racing when the new season opens

Tracks throughout the Union will all be standardised and ﬁmﬂmemhm
«m«rmmwmmmmtmumwammm
ahard surface.

madudnmmmumemmtamwmmwmmmmﬁwﬂw

ndm-a Amodaﬂmanﬂmnﬂmedwfha Natal Associstion in Durban on Tuesday night.

The authofities feel that many
races, under the preszent condi-
tions, are won or lost at the
starting gates, That once a rider
'has established a lead at the first
bend it is practically impossible
to overtake him and the race is
finished as a =spectacle. All he
|ha.5 to do iz to hug the inside line
[for g comfortable win.

ADDED CINDERS

| Thiz will not apply with the
added ecinders which will make
machine behaviour more uncer-
tain for the riders and meetings
more exciting for the spectators.
The bends will be unpredictable
and the first rider into a bend
will not necessarily be the first
out.

Riders who choose to hug the
inside will be risking a bigger
skid because of the tighter turn.
This could not only lose them
the lead but also cause upsets to
those following on their heels.

The new surfaces will call for
modifications in machines and a
change in riding technique.
Handlebars will he lowered and
the wheelbaae lengthened. while

Evres will be red
present width.

Mr. Buddy Fuller, the * M-z,
Speedway " of South Africa, gave
the Durbar riders a pep talk at
the Natal meeting. They were
told that unless thelr machines,
equipment and riding
came up to the standard set by
the four clubs In the Transvaal
there was a possibility that Dur-
ban Hornets would be excluded
from the National League,

Mr. Fuller will pay aonther visit
to Durban on Tuesday, when he

will tell the local authorities that

they will have to import at least
two overseas riders of first divi-
sion status to strengthen the Dur-
ban team.

“Competition was keen last
season and Durban Hornets were
a disappointment in the Trans-
vaal," said Mr. Fuller yesterday.
#Tt will be keener still this com-
ing season as there will be four
strong and evenly-matched clubs
on the Rand. Unless Durban can
put in a team to meet them on
more or less even terms it would

zerve no purpose to-include them

l.n the league.

 Ralf their|
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WEMBLEY STADIUM TRACK NOW 6 YARDS SHORTER

FIRST HEAT WILL SET NEW

S

Match to open the speedway seazon at Wembley
Stadium next Friday—and the winner of the very first
heat will set a new track wecord (writes ERIC LITCH-

){JéECORB-

1* in a Challenge

FIELD).

All the existing records for the
SWembley Stadium track have been
expunged.

Thiz was declded by speedway
officials yesterday afternoon after
they considered a report on the
reconstructed track.

During the close-seasen  thae
depth of the cinders has been in-
creased in order to comply with
the new speedway regulations, And
in the six-weeks' preparation for
the new seagon, the banking at the
bends has been reduced slightly.

The length of the track has
been reduced by six yards—to

42§ wards. Thus the officials

had no option but to expunge

all previous records, So the
record book is mow clean —
unm u-e opening meeting.

v Long again leads Wem-
ble:.r Lions whe will have WVie
- Blake as team manager. He has
managed Springbok teams in pre-
vious seasons.

BID FOR TITLE

“Wembley Lions haven't won the
Mational League since it was
started two seasons ago. In fact,
tne Wembley =ide hasn't won any
league since 1947 said Mr, Gilbert
Brown, vice-chairman of the S.A.

THE REST: Wills, Duncan,
Se’rmrlcr Edwms Du Toit, Alec
Hlunkfeld Reserves:  Morklmes
Tamias, it M ____|

EMEMBER “ETRANGLER"
FOURIE? You'te right, he's
the musculnr gladiator who used 1o
rapple and groan o the huge
delight of the wrestline customers,
Mow, after about 10 years in tne
“all-in " business, he hns found &
new sporting line—spoedwoy Tacing,
Charles (** Brrangler 'y Fourle
made the switeh from the wrestiing
imat to the cinder teack o the
winter senson, He beushi hlmselt
R speedway “Dlke " and was oub
BYOIY SpACE moment pEAcHEng of
the Wembley track.
!\ Hp got his Arsy match ehanee ot
Blwmtunwin Resuit: Vielory over
goad ‘uns like ]'IOLG SERRURIER

aml IllJ\,i_. AN Iln el.gljt—
Hect 45@ 1alk€m s 11'y

hmu mc 24 vold Fourle hos ths
deal physinu speadway racing.
Iaving at P(rll!,cl'adnrll hie has been
| mmslEned to J‘t-aml{onloln Aces, 5o
watch out for the ** Strangl

FULLER

(As Stand-In)

S

‘v selves a rider shork when they
went to Bulawayo for a specdway
match against the local Lions on
Saturday.

STl ride” volunfeered 37-years
old Buddy Fuller, former Spring=
bok Test star. He stood in for
Fred Long who has not yeb arrived

Speedway Board of Control, lash
night.,

How will the riders, used to a
fairly slick track, fare on ihe
heavier and slower Wembley cir-
cuit? The opening meeting will|
provide the pointer.

* There will be a full-seale pra.cv.
tice for wll riders on Monday
night, Teams for the opening|
challenge match are:
WEMBLEY LIONS:

back from Britain. And Fuller
scored the mazimum 12 points in
a 3-36 draw.

He followed this by winning
the heat and ﬂna{ of the
Seratch Race In the second-
half of the meeting which
attracted a crowd of T
Henry Long, the South Africen

champion, scored 11 points for
Wembley, while Bert Hall Bula-

EHI)WAY VICTOR: Doug.

Aug 30, 1954 winner of the Sparletta

Henry Lomg,

Gollins, Ful lang f Mgade, Abg:j:| wja}'os local star, was top scorer
Tong, Bemumr ] with 10 points.

crvmi 6,500 saw Dykes
clorr‘::.kﬁ.l ] g?i the seventh heat,
es Tec ~strong support
rom Bert Hall, a local rider, who

record, clocking 624 in his best
ride on the 500-yard track.

BULAWAYQ LIONS: Dykes 12, Esﬂ
Bashg;ué Sarmts 5 Teial 25, DURBAN
ames 44.

ORNETS: Wills 9, Dalton 6, B'I'WAn
ing 6, 4, Clarence 3.

diitarest el in
onal speeﬂway league

outh African speedway has been
mal visits of touring teams. The
the national league in the.
“noticeable that interest in the
with the departure of the

Speedway Stars Get
gﬂ me Back” Call

The Sliu Afnc Speedwaj{f!tﬂ Association officials have
sent out a2 “Return Immediately” cable to Doug. Davies and Koy
Bester, Springbok Test men riding for British National League teams
{writes ERIC LITCHFIELD).

The 18-year-old Davies, now completing his first season Wwith
Birmingham, and the copper-haired Bester, who cost Leicester £100
transfer fee when they secured him from Edinburgh Monarchs, had
planned to return in the same aircraft as the T-man Commonwealth
touring team, leaving Britain on October 16.

“This is not good encugh” sald a Speedway Riders’ Association
ofcial last night. “The South African season cpens at Wembley
Stadium on Friday and they should have been back for that meeting.
Sn we have booked them on an aireraft leaving Britain on October
7 and sent them a cable saying that they must not miss that aireraft.”

These two Springboks are wanted
for the South Afrlean champlonships
which will be held just before the
arrlval of the Commonwealth touring
team.

There's a firm note to the cable
which has been gent to Davies and
Bester—"¥ou must not miss that
alrcraft.” But South African speed-
way officlals are on good ground.

Mr. Gilbert Brown, vice-chalrman
of the S.A. Board of Control, ex-
pleined last night: “One cof the con-
ditlons when overseas riders come

tmms in ‘;.!1% league— |
Pretoria, Springs, Rand-
Durban—will ride
‘matches on their own

m;

world
speedway champion,

ONNIE MOORE,

5 0 CHANGES i
her problem which
: et the possibility
erest in the league bas
Hequenl, interchange of
With a larger number of
available the necessity for
‘has been overcome.

vpfter all, Springboks do not go
to Hritaln as free-lance riders.
They are gliven a s 1 o8
by the S.R.A, which is approved
of Control. We feel,
at they are under an
obligation to return in time for the

opening of our season.

The Board of Control have still
not decided the conditions of the
South African champoinship, but it
18 Ikely that at least one qualifving
round Will be held bgfore the final
at Wembley Stadlum.

Seems as though speedway, which
opens  with the Challenge Match

gcmmsss ‘South African Speedway Rider’s

In spite of the popularity of Association 'inv:t%t.ion i the

ns the “body” of South lﬁilﬂeﬂlm 6 Hreee s ot
edway must be the lu'rived 1“(; nishﬁ‘

;pd?"‘ Lile 'm“t“ﬁue- g&; ‘opportunity of

iprings gave a fine

Y i eort o om':h Africa. Will fly

1 the accent is put on

tches. Wembl s E o to the Union is that they shall be| between Wembley Lions and * The
s Gt Wummamm gy, bicuime el P S thoe Tar tme start of the| Hest  at  Wembley  Stadium _on
This season they will| - pely Heotoae British season. Now we feel the same| Friday, is in for a bumper season.
trs AN thare Babparty T aeekor, I Newe Zedlanil non way about South African riders| *Ihive been inundated with réquests
Lmns e e | [Eigcels whete. o Wil hes bk joining Britisk clubs for our close| ior season s which are heing

) = ﬁh]e]ir ﬁxl?:t ‘man at the wedding of his sister Bensr.ms re mtrmiuced for the first time in

and his Wimbledon team-mate,
2 celpee SIERTN RS fecolt Mardon:

ree geasons,' says Mr, Brown.

Speedway-SA.com June 2014



S.A. Season 1954/55
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funscs heat fider, kxld off 5 chals
enge Eroar Ihe eparrlomies] ThiuR.
Sermurier, 4o ihe E-'Pﬂmt

The tarmac sERTLIng tcip .:-n ||-'4
i
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* Now Speed Championship is “Open’
Ronnie Moore in

(13

Y it

In!'he Umnn elrly next yuu,wﬂlwt the chance to become
South African title holder —
can: speedway championship is to be made an “Open'
event (writes ERIC LITCHFIELD ).

los years the South African champlenship haa been s

In prev
“glpged" event. Mow speedway officials have decided to follow Aus-
| tralla and Mew Zealand and runm an Open champlionshi

Bid far,

| probabiy be held in Pebruary.

|| Tt seemis 1ikely that it will follow the p-r.tem af the Waorld Cham-
plomm wlﬂ: the top 18 poinis scorers from qualifying rounds going

the South African ehamplonsh

This will, In fsel, be 3 "Iuillltm

arad

Onmuemmw team =

Camphal :ht Enul

Villera and | prova adbs Tli-

lEams, torioe nnlw ur l"l'! w-wlﬁ Litle
i it AR

wh B s nnoe" WAY,
fhis arison, = v:ll be in ‘M Viiam: FINAL AT WEMBLEY
i |:bqu B,-......, vlee-chalimian Whlls the flmal it goriatn to ne
1“" “‘;“%"5' LS "“:,e heen con- | Olum  tesek, il q'nnlltyl!\: R
T sq...n.em Heezlsplere | il iy ga tn Dussan. Speiids,
chini L"“""’ e l“'““ﬂ‘#n': ‘;-I: ;\.IMHHH. i the keen
AT e w “'"""‘ e Dy specdmny foik of Balnwaro make n
Lk lne ® AMplanship
n'ull‘:yla: reand
The chumspliainip @ L v
Gut during lEt llt!l faw

Béétéf asks

eenay

so umee eut of the first five in the World Final — Moore, Qlie
Mygren, of Sweden, and New mhnﬂ'smn-rmlm will b din

Lomadtg. The T Srer
|ander's L’P-mnr Hndnmnd T I'.’I:E man,

uble”

champion whe is due

this, because the South Afri-

p. It will

p “fiel
Mxlm champlonship Into am "Opea’

“Never bafire hm- thern Eeen S0
wurm olm ere beabeed for
n tha ammain 11wkl
Et &Erm!u.l ImﬂtLenaJ eum in
ihe history of South African epeed-

worked
woeka,

rdway smclals are pnasimous
m?' will find it more difl-

TUIL s ki the soun Atriean
Hele wman ths

||
J"J? Bﬁm ihe 2! ml"ﬂld E}u

Long Did
It—From

theDiagls, |

Mr. Gilbert
“Rand Daily Mail.
of the Souwih African match-rac
speedway  championship was wo
“from the back.”

Wictory went to Henry Long, the!
Wembley Lions® captain, by a 2—1 |
margin—this., after he had been
keaten by Fred Wills, of Rand-
fontein Aces, in the first heat.

But 1t required a tremendous
effort in the third. and final heat
before Long could claim the wvie-
tory. In fact, Long, beaten out|
of the starting gate in all three
heats, only ensured his.first “leg” |
lead in the wvery last bend of the
third heat.

Wills, from the cutside, won the
first heat by two lengths despite
Long’s tremendous effort. But the
South African champion egualised
the score in Heat Two—this,
despite being beaten at the start-
ing gate. He rode round Wills in
the second bend of the second lap.

BEST EVER
S0 a deciding heat Was necessary
—and what a race! Peter Glover,
the Wembley Stadium announcel,
voted it the best-ever match}race
Long

slipped ahead in the final bend toc
win by “a few feet.”
The second “leg” will be held
at Springs next Saturday.
South African speedway
Test selectors can  have no

ritary Tn-rglrl. in tha Iest har.
WEMEL

EY i :lt-nr_g, L-.-
4, Saling ¥ Lang
adr. ahbre;
g. T GRa b Drs Toit 30, WHLe
g1 7. Jafes Ten
piwedn
5ﬂ.|1|
cirmeic)

:'Spéedway title

MeniahG 149, 154,

Airlcan match race speedway
championship at Springs on Satur-
day when he defeated Fred Wills
2—1 in'the second “leg,” having
won the first at Wembley the
previcus week by the same margin,
Wills won the first heat on Satur-
day, Long being unable to make
up for a slower start. In the second
heat Wills again got away first but
slithered all over the track while
Long went straight to the bend.
Long sped round the outside in
the third heat and won easily.

Arthur Dunean, Nell Mortimer
and Toy Edwards hélped North-
Eastern Transvaal beat Southern
Transyaal 45—37. Dunean scored
a maximum of 12 points. Mortimer
wotlld have scored more had he
not incurred the displessure of
the stewards in a hectle dash
through on the Iinside which
caused Johnny Bekker to fall

The meeting was marred by an
injury to Dave Collins, who was
taken to hospltal with a suspected
fracture of the pelvis

SCORES

SCOTER

indiwidual
match werei—
North-Enstern Transvanl.—A. Duncan 120
T. Edwarde 10, T Serrurl:! 7
. E. van Zyl 5 H. du_ Toit 4.
Southcrn Teansvasl.—F. Lang
Collins ?. l. Blankﬁeld 3, D. Maude
'1'. Blokdyk 1. Toialz 27,

in the challznge

er 1754
Hal

m the Springs Stars | was
mm: who has been in Britain
tor the speedway seasan, has

for a transfer. In a letter to ﬂ:e
South  Afriean Speedm—
Assoclation he soys that he would

Srasons
Then sttomely faneied
wtle.

worries about the future—not

n;n':nanwﬁ after the performance of two
e e rona 19-year-olds, Arthur Duncan
and Neil Mortimer, in the

Combined Teams' event.

Riding for Pretoria Bagles. they
scored maximum poin
three rides and helped Bagles tc
win by six from

nts from thei

Springs

than ke af Stars. Harvy du Tcil: of Springs
reamiea for -wanting | Lo “leave [Dilon ek B R wlso totalled full pomts from hi
R iomal Iosgus st beasony 1 Jo 0% weild bo abke o hosd B A RAGKES: Dipcan 9
L rst Jib fok the Moard of Con Mortimer 5 D. Serrurier 5. James 3

belieyed that Bester hns made a
strang  [rlendship  with  Harry
= | with whom he haes
Arave]  Eritaln.

very strong side e
aeaEon on thelr awn track,
Doug Serrurier, Doug Davies and
Beater &t nppr leaders. and

Jeices, Arthur

Dancan and Neil

.~ Long shows speed
masbery over leadmg

=

dash

®
which he has nlﬂum ll-ul'[Ili-l‘h'] Heney Long

experienced ane of his greatest soecesses at Wembler st
night whem he won the first leg of the Sombh Afriean |
November speedway match race cllampionship against Trevor
| Redmond and led Wemlley Lisms to n mn-p-nlnt matiaral

Heat winners

| league win ever Ramdfontein
Aers,

In both beals of the mateh s
el Long Beit Redmond out of
he gate and never gave his oppo- %

:T?‘mmunm lbe':mmluul nmasg s T
| %o @ g on e P T

inside in the Bt beab but in Wr'r"-?"-;"ul'“m" n': 4

| e socemd Lessr mover Jeit ke | Seesen | ln..q - n.a-nq e L
|lme ama wor easily. {4 D cosne . I. F. Larx ©
! The om= blot o Long's perfesm- | Ak P
| ance wns In tne st heat of the | b Mol XA
|league maich when he bhad the | .ﬁ;m:'ﬂ.’h G 1 %

unwenal experience of stopping ak |
In his next ride ke beat
crecord  and  Hen

| best. of the visiting Commonwealih
rlders.  After the Imterval Long |
sgnin  beat MoEinkey in  even |
faster clme and finfshed the mesi-
Ing by riding through the el Ea|
& handiesp evenkt.

BOORED MAXIRTM
Long had fine suppoct from
Junlor Balnbridge, who ssored &
maximum, and Doug Lang in the
.IHR".II:' Inﬂl‘,l:h. Wish ome hoat io
| wns 353, but Lome
| beaik MﬂE‘nlr}' nnd Cicrald Jack-
=om fnlshed In third place 1o gine

|Licrs m heat score of 4—3.
| After lwo beats Fandfonbels

Henry Long is

]3 #ﬁnh.‘l()

African mateh race champion. He
beat Trevor Redmond in two
straight rides when defending the
second ‘“leg” of the title at the
Springs Olympia Park track nn‘
Saturday night.

Long scored a 2-0 win in thm

|Eext. IO heats. but whee Bain-
Peler Chark In a

i beidpe  beak first  “leg”
g” against the New\
Ehrillleg 13th beat 0 Jewel ihe <
R T FRlmIng Zealand speedway rider at Wem-|

bley. But there was some con-
solation for Redmond—he scored
maximum 12 peints in Springs
Stars 50-34 National League vic-
tory over Randfontein Aces.

thelr first Jeague win faded away,

Speedway-SA.com June 2014

unl am:lah when ther mess
'ruud.n might will be ta meminate|

riders
Aftiean masch-Tace champlenikip.

or | Total:

fnr the Tacant Somrh

%Mﬁ‘i‘

Stadinm Jast night but there were
m which beat the Commonwealth

South African speedway b
tourists H0—18 in the fir
as hrlghth as  he e
point in his final ride when

the man who was the most eonvincing was Doug I

'Pretoria team

youngest rider in either team.

Davies also scored 17 points
bait must be given credit for a
mazimum as it was his  skill
wileh allowed Arthur Duncan to
cross the line first in thelr third
ride.

The tone of the exciting maich
was sel by Davies and Duncan
in the secol heat when  they
rode like experlenced rzumns m
goin & S5—1 win.
almost svery heat Dmudcd lhr]]]s
Fred Wills put up his best |

formance of the semson lo |
crease the African Iead.
and was given splendid support |
by Raoy Bester eal

iy ng £ ihe |
track record in the heat after |
the interval and Davies equalled |
it in the mext heai.
TEAM RIDING

On . two occasions Pred Lang |
Joined Long in the van and u.el
South African captain gave his|
gremtest. displays of team riding |
in the whole of his test career. I

The brilliance of some of the|

toctics of
no excuscs. Barry Briges wos in |
a similar position until he bor-|
rowed Davies’s machine  and |
equalied the new record n his |
fNnal ride. Junior Bainbridge sald |
he had never seenm sueh  greal
piling—nnd e saw il sl from |
the back. |

Almost BO0O peup[e saw South o
Afriea win a match which indl-|
eated that they can meet the |
world's best at Wembley and have I
a big chance of success.

PRINGS STARS:

Du

5
&, & D Bekker 2. Tof
ANDFONTEIN ACES: Fourle 5, Joo
Biankfield 2, lokdyk 2, Naude 32
Total:

¥ win

FA1{§ in t;nz-gfﬁ\' over Wembley

a number in the
Henry Long shone
dropped  his only
by Barry Briggs, hut
ies. the

in cup match

S .
SRR,

in the Transvaal Cup spee
way competition. meet Spring
Stars, the nalional league chan
pions in A cup mateh at Spring
this evening and are expected 1
win. Eleven of the 18 nominnte
viders have had test mateh e
perience and seven of them roc
in the first test last night.

Bprings were narrowly beaten b
Wembley Lions in their fivst hom
match and cannot afford anoths
defeat if they are to have
chance of winning the doubl
Their task 15, however, made 4id
cult by the great riding of I
Protorin younpgsters, Davies, Dua
can and Mortimer.

Redmond. CGienz and Bester mi
B able to hold their own on £
small Springs track, but it s
Hkely that the other Sprim
riders will be able to withstay
ihe challenge of the morc consi
tent Pretoria team.

THE TEAMS

Lo Tt =r. mea

R, T, Bosarl:
A, Matihons and 1
Fredo I,
B

Edwan
W« (..:n: S

e — |
Martimer, 3.
5. I3 Naude and H. Serreciee.

ks Miam
Briges, M.

ST -HEAT

Freddie Williams and Henry La
in the deciding last heat at Ran
fontldn last night.

Briggs  scored

poings, Willlams fnished secc
14 points, while Loog w
jrd with 12 points.
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"Long leads in

match race on

E-E%EPDL# }%flz}@

LOMG has never

shown ™ better tactics than
when - he " “tricked* - . Freddie
Williams in the zecond hest of the
firgt leg of the Soukth African
gpeedway mateh race champion-
ship at Wembley last nighi. Long

|meets  Williams again in the

second leg at Durban tonight and
if nhe displays the same dash.and

r‘tactics has & good chance of

retaining his title.

© In the first heat the two riders
were  locked together  for the
whole of the first lap with Long
experiencing a lot of trouble on
(the inside, ¥ut he zefused 0
give way and eventually he forged
ahend to win with Williams slow-
ing down with machine trouble.

SUDDEN SWITCH

wWilllams was first away in the
segond heat sand appeared o Ky
to force Long towards the fence
but Long suddeniy switched to the
ingide and before Williams could
recover fhe holder was well in
front.

Helped by some fine riding by
Gerald Jackson and a welcome
return to the best form By the
TLang brothers. Long led  his
Wembley Lions team to & con-
Vvincing §3—344 win over Springs
Stars in a Transvasl Cup mateh.
Long dropped @&  point  when

w Trevor Redmond bBut
his engine seized towards the end.
Wemblew's  two  Commonwealth
riders. Gerald  Jackson  and
Junior Bainbridze, were also high
up in the scoring list,

HEAT WINNERS

winmers  wel 'H Long W0,

The heal
Ta.nsec : D Lang W5,

7. .
| RS R San i T rs:. #O. e T

=

Bainbridee 0, 78 Exec acksca 4WI

T8 Naxe H. !_r.mp i‘.‘.‘!l T U‘(‘t_'. T. Redmond
7. mec

Tace—s H: e i
OW5, Al lesc: 1 Mcade O EZssec B
Boacr 15). Bl Szec.: {G. Jackson W 807
e H. Long (W 78.3aec: F. Leng Wi
ERETSR

Rider's licence, issued to
Henry Long, 1954 by
The SA.SCB,
(formerly Transvaal SCB.

cont'd

dway champion, is all
'square in his South African match-
‘race title challenge against Henry
Long.

He levelled the series when he
‘bear Long, the holder, 2-1 in the
‘second “leg” at Hoy Park, Durban,
on Saturday night. %

A 000 crowd saw Wiillams set a
new :hxael ewu whj.lg wlnnmg
the flrat Long
" levelled h:' tn‘klm‘; sh.e neu:t- TRoE AT
445 but Willlams came
Eiann.ﬂ to win the third hest dn

Long, & 2-0 winner In n“niﬂ

seorera: Durbon: Willama,
i ng 10, Campbell 9, MeWillams
17 8. Dotnehl 3, Bremner 3
To 47, Wembley: Ty Long 12.

Doug Lang 1. Total

+ The Nar“d“mt_l:l;aﬂngm?m-
c'in;;t HE:Q 3 1oy nl’ﬁt. il
ragk Trsday mieht

machine reared at the siari-

dng gate and he travellsd 30

yards with his front wheel

Dec. 23, 1954

Long gains '

s eed
1 -1.‘:!_. -=- £ 'ﬁ

I‘IBV g{:‘? ? 5 #
'P'JEh’ though Freddie Williams,
2= the former world ehampion
and kolder of the South African
match  race  championship, beat
the tlwee lap record at Sorings
speedway last nighi he could not
stop  Henry Long retaining  his
match race title By winning the
Nrst and third hest Long sained
ravenge for his defeat in & chal-
Ienge mateh last vear but e did
g0 afcer the most protvacted and
even match since the champion-
ship was institoted.

Lang won the fivst heab in the
record  time of @ d65sec.  gaining
the lepd at the gate. In the
second -Williams, from the fnslde.
edged Long towards the fence and
finished in dé.dsec. There was an
even start in the third heat but
Long never gave an inch on the
inside and graduslly forged ahead
0. win. im 46.8sec,

MANIMUM FOR GENS

Ronnie Genz, was in great form
in  the 100 guineas jrophy com-
petition and  scored masimum
nointgs. He beat both Willlams and
JLong and by adding his handicap
of one point to his total scored
mere than either of ihe =oratch
men could possibly  egual

Tell Movtimer had a chence of
doing evan better than Gens until
he failed agpinst Fred Lang and
Trevor Redmond.  Toby Bosheofl,
slthough he won only ons heat.
finished in third place by making
good use of his four points
handicap.

HEAT WINNERS

Fhe heatl u\hﬂl’!ri u.'eﬂ: R. Genr 61 5‘-:8'
Redmond. 627 . Lomg,

heeit:

B,

tonal scowes fwiilb handicans in maren-
thescsd weres R, Genr (13 16, H, Lonz (€}
. Baoshalf (4% 11 . \mn.inu:r 531X

i 1 un<an 441 11, F
1. F. Raisbridegs 2 k. A, Tong
10, P, Clark {3F 10, . Fausie (&)
T. Riakdavk (5h Tanibews (6F 85, A

in ihe air, Then lis
machine  “lenped"

Johnsan  still firmly in the
sudile, And there he remained
in & spesdway “lsop the loop”
Jahnson was et serionsly in-
jured in the most ]

The above press cuttings take us to Dec.1954:
The season continues in Pt. 9.2, Jan.- June 1955.

spill of fhe Seufh = Afriean
Bedsan,
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S. .C.B. The Holder is subject to Appen-
dix “J” of the General Competition Rules
of the Auto-Cycle Union

~ ONLY VALID FOR SPEEDWAY RACING

Signature of ]Tolderﬂ@%




