THE HENRY LONG COLLECTION
Part 4 — 1950/'51

The 1950/51 season was the longest on record, stretching from October 1950 to the following May. But a
month before tapes-up there was still doubt over several issues; who would be the touring team; would the SA
ace, Henry Long, settle his differences with the South African Speedway Riders' Association, and which teams
would be participating in the Transvaal League.

Negotiations with the English Speedway Riders' Association for an English team to tour the Union
ultimately broke down over finances but the Dutch accepted the same terms and a first visit by the men from the
Land of the Windmills was put in hand. The two countries were involved in a series of five Tests whilst several
challenge matches against composite teams were also staged. Although running the Springboks close in two
matches, the Dutch lost all five internationals and were decisively beaten.

The Transvaal League remained unchanged in numbers from 1949/50 but name changes and the
reconstruction of the track at Prince George Park, Boksburg meant that West Rand Dakotas became Boksburg
Lions and the Eagles changed from East Rand to Germiston with both operating from Boksburg. Pretoria Tigers
continued to share Wembley with the Johannesburg Pirates. From the first meeting on 13th October until the final
meeting in early May 1951 scores were close in most league matches and only on one occasion did a team breach
the 50 point barrier. It was as late as 26th April before the destiny of the championship was decided, - with
matches in hand on the league leaders, Germiston Eagles, it was imperative that Pirates beat the Lions, but in
something of an upset they failed to do so, going down 45-39 and thus handing the honours to the Eagles. The
closeness of the competition is shown by the fact that only six points separated the winners from the bottom
placed team. An innovation was the inclusion of Dutch riders in league teams from the turn of the New Year until
their return to Europe in March. The dispute between SA.SRA and Henry Long continued after he returned to the
country from his stint at Belle Vue and was not resolved until February, when he was signed by Pretoria Tigers.
With having to return for a further season in the UK in 1951, Henry only rode in six league matches and also
missed the National Championships at season's end.

Major individual championships continued, although the National Pairs Championship was not staged. In
the absence of Henry Long, Fred Wills was the favourite to retain his National Title but had to admit second best
to Bob Serrurier on the final night of the season. The National Handicap Championship was staged for a second
year at Wembley with the victor being Bob Raw. Two other individual titles were competed for, the popular
Wembley Open, and the Transvaal Championship, Fred Wills winning the former whilst Alec Blankfield collected
his first ever title when he won the Transvaal. The 1949/50 Wembley Match Race Championship end-of-season
holder, Fred Wills, repelled seven challengers and held the title for the entire season. His hardest defence was
expected to be against Henry Long but despite suffering from influenza and riding Buddy Fuller's machine, he beat
SA's top rider by 2 races to one.

As the season drew to a close negotiations were concluded for a South African team to tour Europe with
an itinerary covering five countries and a proposed eight Test matches. Further news was of domestic expansion
and plans for future generations of riders. Plans were already being formulated to build a track at Hoy Park,
Durban, whilst a SA.SRA training facility was opened at Vlakplaats on land near where the Old Barn circuit had
been located. A new track appeared on the East Rand just before the end of the season and was built for the
Transvaal Show which opened at Springs on 24th May.

1950/'51 season's Roll of Honour.

Test series: — S.Africa 5, Holland 0.

SA National Championship: — Bob Serrurier @ Wembley
SA National Handicap Chmpshp (Yanx Trophy): —Bob Raw @ Wembley
Transvaal Championship: — Alec Blankfield @ Wembley
Wembley Open Championship: — Fred Wills

Wembley Match Race Chmpshp (End-of-Season Holder): — Fred Wills

Transvaal League Champions: — Germiston Eagles

------------------------------------------------------
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‘A LTHOUGH FRED WILLS CLOCKED HIS SLOWEST TIMES
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had some of the Dutchmen not

In the first heat, Jan Bosman,
their captain, was out in front
of Fred Wills when he came off
through trying to take the second
bend too fast. Wils fell trying
to aveid him and Blsschops rode
‘over the fallen machines. Wilis
‘was cut on the foot, but carfied
jon for three heats and scored
full polnts. His best effort was
in the fowth when he snatched
‘ihe major polnis from Tinus

Matzelaar,
The loss of Wills almost
luck of

evenied the bad
Holiend

o] team. Bisschops was
obviously shaken by his spill and | meat

Mefzelnar had to miss two rides
A% a result of a foot injury.
At one stape South Africa led
by 17 points, Harry du Toit, Wills
‘and Buddy Fuller being able to
‘counter the team tact
ts.  Then,

the 14th heat was only 0.1 of a
second olitside the record.
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lead, For two laps he ket Long |
pehind him, but as he hugged the
white Img in the Lbird lap his
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peolnis in the last three heats; bul
. went down 3044,

Long scored a maximum and|
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SPEEDWAY

TEST

HE DUTCH SPEEDWAY TEAM might have beaten South
Afriea in the second Test match at Wembley Stadium
last night If they had not tried quite so hard as they did, South
Africa won 60-47, a 10-point smaller margin than in the first
mateh, but the difference would probably have heen even less

been so keen.

" Results

Heat 1: F. Wills (8.4} 1, J. Bosman
(H.} 2, J. Molten (H.) 3: BZ.Isec. Heal
2¢ B. Puller (8.4} 1, T. Metzelaar (H.}
2, H. Dammers (H) & 80.lsec.
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OVERKEENNESS COSTS LONG SHOWS HIS CLASS IN
TURN TO SPEEDWAY

did Henry Long have to batth

NLY
O to cross the line first at Wembley Stadium last night

Making his first appearance
all hizs opponents
Anished with full
Eagles 43-38,

His first ride was timed at
T0.7sec.. only 4 outside the record

and he followed with the three
n|

the final of the seraich race series |

next best times of the night.

he was given a hard race by

Tinus Metzelnnr, the only man to |
get within 100 yards of him =t

the finish, 4

Falls were more frequent than
usual, no Jess than scven riders
caming lo grief. The worst fall
was when Bob Serrurier tried 10
get inside of Bob Raw and over-
sitd, Both riders took no further
part in the meeting.

i RETAINED TROPHY

Fred Wills won the lbreak for
the firsi bend in his malch races
against Ge Jonker, his Duich
challenger for the “ Golden Hel-

met™ and once agaln kept the
trophy in two straight runs

QTHRILLING FINISH IN
SPEEDWAY TEST

mGHD CROWD OF ABOUT 5000 rose in their seats

during the last five thrilling heats of the third speedway

Texn at Wembley Stadium last night when South Africa won
' the match 54-53 and their first rubber,

Hopes of a Dutch win rose.
‘and fell as the teams struggled,
for the odd point on which thei
Ns‘.llr hung, but they were dnsmdr

n the final heat when their cap-
ts,in Jan Bosman, fell in the}
second lap and South Afriea won |
142, £
| Long, who scored a
| maximum number of points for
+South Africa, dashed from the
ltrack to visit his wife, who had |
just presented him with a son. |

Holland needed to share the
points for the last heat, in which |
Long was riding to win the |
mateh.

In an effort to keep Bob Serrurier |
out of third piace Bozman fell and |
finished the most disconsolate man

af the evening. t

of the season he spreadeagle

in the Transvaal speedway mecting am
points for Pretoria Tigers, who beat Germisto

for their Test team, He fell in
the sixth heat and was saved from

what might have been a serious |

Injury by Maurice Fenton, who

izid hi3 machine on the cinders
Instead of rlding over Steman.
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—-to retain his title in the
Henry Long at Wembley last

Fuller’s machine, won by two rides to one, but Long hroke

the record.
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The disappointment of the even-
Ing was the showing of Henk
Stemen, the recent Dutch arrivall
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gain maximum points
was the
which overcame Holland, Seven times

an
their ability as heat partners and
between them totalled 20 points,
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H 'Dth GRIMBEEK, aged 33, a member
A of the Pretoria Tigers' Speedway team in
the Transvaal league. was  Killed yesterday

afternoon  while working in  his yard on his
machine with an electric drill.

The drill o'tm‘c_vcle Racing Club

apparently

short-circuited. |and rode in the Port
He gave a shout and | Elizabeth 200" on New

his wife, rushing out of | Year's D

their home, found him He leaves two child-

dead. | ren besides his wife—a
Grimbeek was vlee- | son aged six and a

chairman of the Pretoria

RAIN WASHES OUT
SPEEDWAY TEST, BUT
LONG GETS RECORD

ORRENTIAL rains which started during the interval,
caused the third speedway Test at Wembley last night

to be abandoned, when South Africa were leading 39—26,
But it couldn’t prevent Henry Long from selling a new
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ERIC LITCHFIELD... |

. « . reviews Scuth Africa’s sport of the flying cinders
now celebrating its 21st birthday. He finds it is
“sprouting.” The men who matter in the game talk
of new tracks being built at Durban, Pretoria North
and Bulawayo—the first step towards a National
Speedway League. It all adds up to . . .

SPEEDWAY IS OVER
THE STAGE OF ITS
GROW!NG—PAINS

EUDDY FULLER GILBERT BROWN FRED WILLS
{Official—rider) (Promoter—oficial) {Champion }

|
T'S the 218t birthday of speedway in South Afriea.
And after a long uphill struggle—tracks opened,

§ 5 ster, Maurice Fontonwhers  chaizman Gilbers
tracks closed, there were years with nobody to organise 75y 201 Fog Bestor, meirice T tnem Brown's eniergrise ‘oon = m A
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has now grown from a raw-boned youngster into a strap-  The new teacks for Durban

5 Y £ » dresms
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cinders have boen churned up| Aftican Sheed e Aseocition, LA sdvises Buddy—Is  keen 1 3 (=
ind smoothed out on three tracks|for new bmeks at Durban, Pretoris = t3 ke thelr < (i), i a e re
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[OUR :pepdua\ stars came over
the horizon as speedway began
at Wemblev Stadium 21 years ago.
They were ‘‘Buddy” Fuller, Henry
Long, Fred Wills and Doug Serru-
rier, and you can put them in any
order of merit you fancy
Just to show you how hard it Is
to break Into the sport, I add that
the same four riders are still South
Africa’s brightest stars. The fact is
worrying officials. After all, nobody

Raw Wins Last

JOUG JERRURIER
PRESENT HorbE OF THE
SPEEDWAY”

SILVER [ROPHY.
DEFENDS (T _NEXT
\ FRIDAY NIGHT, THE

27%h AT Wg.um_; 3%

Heat—and

J atu |. (\ ..
as a non tnw mng

Bob Raw, chos
reserve for the seven-man Springbok
speedway touring team, wgn the
Yanx trophy 20-heat event at Wembley

FORMER,

lasts forever, and some time, some last inght. But it wasn’t until he
season, new crowd-pullers will be had collected three points from the
needed. And there’s no more than last heat and Fred Wills had been
32 recular riders In the whole forced into third place in the same
country, race that Raw, could claim the trophy.
* Coming up for the last heat Raw

(starting from 10 yards behind the

A track “school” was opened at starting gate) was on the 10-point
the start the present 8e&SON.  |mark while Wills (30 yards behind

Nearly 120 riders turned up: only
about four have begun to look like
developing into worthwhile material.
“‘Speedway isn't so easy as It
looks," said “Buddy” Fuller yester-

‘the starting gate) had i1 points.
It had to be Raw first and Wills

no better than third if Raw was

to get the trophy. And that's

y. v what happened. Boshoff, hugged
eﬂ; graAdT m‘:&‘e 3:}))(1“}53:%10 male the whitgplim to keep Wills out
“That's why Wembley officlals are of second place.

opening a new riding school at Vlak- | poug, Serrurier, the holder, finished
plaats on the Heidelberg road.” \with nine points, but it was a bad
'night for Buddy Fuller who was

unseated three times. Still Fuller and
Wills clocked the faster times (82.6)
of the night.

Heat winners: Wolf 82.7; Wills 83.2,
D. Serrurier 841,
833, Fenton 849,
85.5, Wolf 846, Wills 84.2, Wolf 83.6,
Joe Blankfield 83.7, D. Serrurier 85.4,

A Tough Course

“Anybody {& open to try his luck,”
concluded Fuller., "If he looks like
shaping as a rider, will be taught
the art of broad-siiding. The rest
should come to him later on the
cinder track—if ‘s keen enough

e Boshoff 85.1, Wills 826 Fuller 825,
R "'°°‘dlf"°;,ﬁt5 cireutt, dug out  B. Serrurier 832, Joe Blankfield 829,
$ Binich okl veld, Wil G?.,‘;laddsg‘mpRo?l‘x‘,tssz-s%orers Raw 13

ibly b, Apart B g

ud foa end roled, fo'is  Wills 12, Wolf 13, Boshoff 11, D.

olled
& Serrurier 9, Gould 8, H. Serrurler 7,
Fenton 7.

ty tough to me.

ou can get in
dway thunder-
e o try.

a0 Tie S e Wembiey
'DE}%MS oF The c_muaz Jﬁaat S e
QSO

Bobiserrurier
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OB SERRURIER is the brand new

South African speedway ' cham-
plon. He totalled a maximum 15
points from five rides to take the
title off Fred Wills (8 points) at _
Wembley  last night. And he
thoroughly deserved this success.

The vital heat came when Ser-
rurler met Harry du Tolt (both
unbeaten after three rides) in heat
14. But Du Tolt and Raw fell in the
last lap, leaving Bob Serrurier an
easy winner.

Fred Wills, who was beaten by
Serrurier in his first outing, had
his engine seize in his second
heat. Although he ro
borrowed machine for the rest
of the championship, there was
never any hope of his offering a -
serious challenge to retain the
title he has held for the last two
years.

Buddy Fuller, beaten In his first
two outings by Raw and Bob Ser-
rurier, finished with three first for
14 points and runner-up. P&

Leading scurars' B, Se Merw/ds fz 1

Fuller 13, Du 10, = =0
9, A, Blank%&ld 8.

St A,Q/{/)/tz};an
58

miss M arion

Raw 9, Wolf 3 ills
8, D. Serrurier 8, Bosho

: The East Rand's newest cinder track, built for the Trans-

- vaal Show which opens at Springs on May 24, was tested out
by two dirt-track riders, Alec Gould (left) and Buddy Fuller,
They found the-track to their liking, “We shall get a great

- skid and the crowd a great kick,” said Fuller. Followers of
dirt-track racing will see their favourites in action on the eve
of the departure of the Springbok motor cyele team for com-

petitions in Britain.
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to keep speedway

league chance

Johanneshurg ~ Pirates, with
Buddy Fuller back in the saddle,
appear to be all set for a win in
their Transvaal speedway leagle
match against Boksburg Lions at
Wembley Stadium  to - morrow
evening. If they lose, their chances
of finishing at the top of the takle
will vanish, if they win, they
must still beat Preforia Tigers and
Germiston Eagles to gain the
title.

Racing at Wembley mainteined
its interest last week even with-
out the attraction of the Holland

team and Henry Long. To-
morrow’s match should be a
thriller. for in addition to the

league chances of Pirates heing ab
stake, all riders, including some
of the novices, will be keen to get
match practice before the coming
South African champlonship,

FULLER’S CHANCES

Fuller meefs Fred Wills, Harry
idu Toit and Fred van Zy! (twice)
in the league match and his
chances of taking the national
title from Wills will be judged by
his success in these heats.

Doug. Serrurfer will be joined
by Fuller, Wills and Bob Raw in
attempts on the one lap record
held by his three opponents, but
the highlight of the evening
should be the final of the scratch

race series, Favourites to win
their heats are Du Toit or Ser-
rurier, Wills, Fuller and Joe
Blankfield.

Wllls Retams
M’ ¢ #elitle

[PRED WILLS, 32-year-old South
African speedway champion, suge
cessfully defended his Wembley mateh
race title for the sevenfll consecutive
ume on the Wembley circuit lasg
night. He beat his brother-in-law,
Buddy Fuller, in two rides:
Wills took this premier matel
event in South African speedway of
‘Fuuer 12 months ago. Since then he
has held off the challenges of Raw,
Doug Serrurier, Jonker and Mel:zelaar
(the two Dutchmen), Long and Jos
Blankfield. d now he has again
beaten the previous holder.
It looked all over a Fuller win

in the first heat, when the
challenger “gated” faster and held
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he inside and, im
rying to correct his overslide,
Fuller “bit the cinders” Wills
winning time was 60.6 seconds.

Fuller was agaln first out of the
gate In the second heat, but his lead
lasted only until the second bend.
Here Wills shot through on the white
line and held his lead to win in 614
seconds.

.Iohannesburg erates, helped by 8
maximum from Buddy Fuller and
Alec Blankﬂe]d's 11 points, had a
comfortable 503-32, Transvaal
League win over Pmorm Tigers,

There was an wunusual incideny
when Syd van der Vyver (Pirates)

and Toby Roshoff (Tigers) deade
heated for second place in heat
seven.

Heat winners; Fuller (P.) 80.
(T.) 8.2, A Blankfield (P.
Boshoff (T.) 833
Blankﬁeld (P Blank:

P,) 817, R ( 8341, Fuller (P.)
XUA I Blankﬂeld ()

Vyver (P,) 834, F'u]ler (P) $0.8, A
Blankfield (P.) 86.5, Fenton (T.) 82.9.

Points Scorers. — Johannesburg
Pirates: Fuller 12, A. Blankfield 11,
J. Blankfield 8 Van der Vyver 64,
Klootwyk 5, Goodrum 3, MacWilliam
3, HohenbaCh 2.—Tatal 504,

: Raw 9, Boshoff 8}, Fenton
ees 1, Nicolls 1, Rood$

1 324,

3, Raw

1, Smith 1,
‘ e

Corrd

Wills Down—|
Then Fuller:

ns

brother-in-law  Fred Wills
were both unseated in the first
heat at Wembley last night v.hen
Lions beat Joha
Pirates 45—39 in a Transvaal
League speedway match. Wills
came down when he was in the
lead during the first lap and
Fuller hit his opponent’s machine.
Both riders remounted and filled
the places behind Roy Bester
(Boksburg Lions). This was Wills's.
only defeat.

Fuller also figured in the most
exciting race of the match. It was
in the fifth heat when he opposed
Harry du Toit. The lead changed
hands four times before Du Toit
was first past the black and white

flag.
DROPPED ONE POINT
Du Toit dropped only one point
—to Joe Blankfield in heat eight.
Fred van Zyl is now fulfill-
ing his earlier promise. He
took the ninth heat in 82.2
—only one-tenth of a second
outside the fastest times of
the maich put up by Wills and
Fuller. Van Zyl had one win
and three seconds—it was a
good showing.
Roy Bester (7 points) also
showed improved form and helped
towards his team’s win.

Heat winners: Bester (L) 85.8;

Du Toit (L) 822; A. Blankfield
(P) 82.8; Wills (L) 86.3; Du Toit
(L) 831; J. Blankfield (P)
829; Wills (L) 825: J. Blank-
field (P) 83.1; Van Zyl (L) 82.2;
Wills (L) 82.1; Du Toit (L) 83.3;
Fuller (P) 82.1; A. Blankfield (P)

83.0; Hollenbach (P) 85.5.

Points scorers: LIONS: Wills 11,
Du Toit 11, Van Zyl 9, Bester 7,
Wolf 5, Nelson 1, Smith 1; toal:
45, PIRATES: J. Blankfield 10, A.
Blankfield 10, Fuller 8, Hollenbach
4, McWilliam 3, Nicholls 2, Good-
rum 2; total: 39.

The one lap start record of 19.4
held by Wills, Fuller and Bob Raw
still stands. In attempts on this
record last night, Doug. Serrurier,
Wills and Ful'er were all clocked
at 195 secs. Bob Raw clocked 19.9|
secs.

BLANKFIELD'S

served to win the Transvaal
(Championship,” said speedway ace,
Fred Wills, after Saturday night's
meeting before & big crowd at Boks-
burg,

It was a generous tribute by the
runner-up and no more than was
deserved. Alec Blankfield, who has
struck his best form ]ust before the
Springbok team—he has been selected
in this seven-man team-leaves for
Europe, was his first championship.

He scored maximum points from
five rides. But the “decider” was
really heat 14 in which Blank-
field met Wills, Bob and Doug.
Serrurier. All four riders had

- nine points from three rides as
" they went to the tapes:

" Buf Blankfield, who gated very fast

throughout the meeting, was first
away and kept a comfortable lead
throughout the four laps.

Blankfield still had to beat Fuller
In the last heat of the championship,
to win the title, Again he burst from
the gate and held on to gain another
three points 4 popular cham-
plonship success.

Heat winners; Wills 83.5, B. Serrurler
8.1, A Blankfield 845, D. Serrurier
85.4, D. Serrurler 84.1, Wills 849, A.
Blankfield 84.2, B. Serrurier 8.1 A.
Blankfield 845, Wills 85.1, heat 11
cancelled, D, Serrurler 86.2, B. Ser-
rurler 853, A, Blankfield 837 Fuller
8735, Raw 854 B, Serrurier 848 Wills

§ Rav 8.7, A Blankfield 849,

Leading scores: Alec Blankfield 15,
Wills 14, Bob Serrurier 13, Doug Ser-
ruier 11, Raw 11, Du Tolt 10, Fuller
9, Wolt 8 !




S.A. Season 1950/'51 ... cont'd

S.Africa v. Holland, 1* Test, Dec. 15, Wembley.

L i, — 1 g T R T e v [ o e L
L>R: Wim van Hemelrijk, Gerrit Jonker, Jan Bosman (on bike), Bert Willard, Thei Bisschopps,
Henk Dammers; Knlg L>R: Joop Nolten, Tinus Metzelaar.
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See '50/'51 slideshow for full set of the season's photographs, - action, portrait, teams.
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