
For a second consecutive season a party of English riders headed south to the Union for a Test series

against the home country. In what proved to be a close affair the series was only decided in the fifth and final

Test at Wembley and could so easily have been in the locals' favour were it not for the tragic accident that befell

second string Oscar Wessman in heat  5.  With the scores  locked at  12-12 Wessman, in second place behind

partner Henry Long, fell and hit the safety fence sustaining multiple injuries from which he subsequently died.

The touring team attracted bumper crowds at all their meetings whilst league matches and the various individual

championships did not and highlighted that supporters on the Rand only wanted racing of the highest quality.

With the closure of Dunswart, and Malvern failing to re-open, all Transvaal League matches were staged at

Wembley. The loss of their home tracks resulted in the Eagles changing their name from Germiston to East Rand

and Benoni Lions became West Rand Dakotas. In an effort to ensure close racing handicapping was introduced, -

Alan Chambers of Pretoria Tigers for instance started his races on a 120yd. handicap. The Dakotas, under the

captaincy of Fred Wills,  were crowned champions at the conclusion of  the league campaign.                 .

The sensation towards the end of the season was the banning of Henry Long from domestic racing. The SA

Speedway Riders’ Association imposed the penalty due to Henry’s failure to sign a contract binding him to only

ride at SRA sanctioned meetings. The impasse continued for several months and into the 1950/51 season before

an amicable resolution was agreed upon.                                                                              

The National title was secured by Fred Wills with a 15 point maximum but he was pushed all the way by

Buddy Fuller who suffered a flat tyre when they met. A National Pairs Championship was introduced, won by Bob

Serrurier and Ron Clark with 23 points out of a possible 25, and a National Handicap competition where Doug

Serrurier came out on top. A third new event was the Wembley Match Race Championship, with Buddy Fuller

being the first winner before he was defeated by Fred Wills, who held the title at season's end. The final two

major individuals were the East Rand and the Wembley Open Championships, won respectively by Henry Long

and Alan Chambers.                                                       .                                                                        .

    

                                                                                                                            

1949/'50 season's Roll of Honour.                                                                   

Test  series:                                –  S.Africa  2,  England 3.         .

SA National  Championship:                 –  Fred Wills  @ Wembley       y

SA Nat'l Handicap Chmpshp (Yanx Trophy): – Doug Serrurier @ Wembley    y

East  Rand Championship:                  –  Henry  Long  @ Boksburg      g

Wembley Open Championship:             –  Alan Chambers                s

Wembley  Match  Race  Chmpshp,  E-of-S:  –  Fred  Wills              s

Transvaal League Champions:                  – West Rand Dakotas               s
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SA Test team: F.Wills; dignitary; H.Long (obscured); O.Wessman;                        Syd v.d.Vyver

                A. Chambers (shaking hands);  S.v.d.Vyver; T.Boshoff; D.Filer.

                                             below:  England team: D.Collins, R.Clark, H.Welch, 

                                                K.Middleditch, P.Robinson, D.Tailby, J.Hodgson.

                                                   Henry Long,  Bob Quick,  mascot Quick Jnr,  Alan Serrurier.    
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