THE HENRY LONG COLLECTION
Part 5—1951/'52 Season

In the domestic off-season a team of seven riders departed from South Africa for a tour that would
encompass a series of Test matches with European countries besides meetings against club and composite sides.
With Henry Long and Bob Serrurier unavailable due to UK racing commitments and Fred Wills and Doug
Serrurier having business interests in the Union, it only left Buddy Fuller of the touring party with any extensive
overseas riding experience. The remainder of the team, however, all rose to the occasion at various times none
more so than Bob Raw who proved the star of the tour.

Victories were achieved in the majority of matches ridden and only at the end of the tour when men
and machines began to feel the strain of an exhausting schedule did results begin to turn against the
Springboks. Two of the scheduled internationals were cancelled — the second Test against Denmark was rained-
off whilst that with Sweden was re-arranged as an individual meeting due to Joe Blankfield being sidelined with
a broken wrist and Buddy Fuller only having recently returned from injury. It was a missed opportunity for the
South Africans as they filled 6 of the 8 top positions in the meeting and would have won the Test if it had gone
ahead as scheduled.

At home the 1951/52 season was one of expansion both in terms of venues and new competitions. A
very strong Overseas team completed a resounding 3% - 1% series win over the Springboks but the outstanding
individual performer of the series and the season was Henry Long. He stood astride the South African speedway
scene like a colossus and dominated it to such an extent that only his return to Belle Vue prevented him from
potentially claiming a clean sweep of all trophies. Besides his National Championship victories, he ended the
season as the holder of the Wembley Match Race Golden Helmet and the East Rand Match Race Silver Helmet
whilst also capturing the Transvaal Championship. Long scored 80 points out of a possible 90 in the Tests,
achieved over a century of points in the Transvaal League for an average of 11.44 and picked up the Valvoline
Trophy, Wembley Handicap Championship and a share of the International Best Pairs Championship along the
way. To cap these outstanding achievements, he held the Wembley 4-lap, Boksburg 3-lap and Durban 3 and 4-
lap track records at season’s end.

With the success of SA.SRA’s Vlakplaats training track in encouraging youngsters to take up the sport, an
inaugural National Junior Championship was held at Wembley. The key clash was in heat 18 when Roy Bester
and Frans Scholtz met after having scored the maximum 12 points each. Bester emerged triumphant when
Scholtz fell.

The Transvaal League produced an unexpected winner in the Boksburg Bees as it was anticipated that
either the Wembley Lions or the Henry Long led Pretoria Tigers would triumph. The Tigers won five of their first
six matches and then won only one of their next eight whilst Wembley lost three of their last five, including the
decider 41-37 against the Bees on their own home track.

Long in the planning, the sport was introduced to Hoy Park in Durban at the end of 1951. From the
outset it was a sensation as crowds flocked to the stadium on a Saturday night and ultimately the establishment
of speedway in Natal paved the way for the SA National League the following season. With 1952 being South
Africa’s tercentenary, a stadium was built on the foreshore at Cape Town to accommodate the many events
celebrating Jan van Riebeeck’s arrival at the Cape in 1652. Speedway was one of those events and the meetings
there in March and April attracted four and five figure attendances. However, the Van Riebeeck stadium was
only temporary and speedway was unable to establish a permanent presence at the Cape. The re-appearance of
speedway at the annual Springs Show was again a success and highlighted the potential for the sport in the far
East Rand whilst various parties were looking to re-introduce speedway to Port Elizabeth after an absence of 20
years.
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Season 1951/'52 .. cont'd.

Season 1951/'52 Roll of Honour.
Test Series in Europe: - Denmark 0, S.Africa 1; *Norway 1. S.Africa0; Holland 3, S.Africa 1.
Test Series in S.Africa: - S Africa 1%, Overseas 3%

*Norway was represented by club side Oslo Phantoms although
the match is recognised as an international by S Africa.

SA National Championship: - Henry Long @ Wembley

SA National Handicap Chmpshp (Yanx Trophy) - Henry Long @ Boksburg

SA National Junior Championship: - Roy Bester @ Wembley
Transvaal Championship: - Henry Long @ Boksburg

Natal Championship: - Fred Wills @ Hoy Park, Durban
Wembley Open Championship: - Henry Long

Wembley Match Race Chmpshp, End-of-Season Holder: - Henry Long
East Rand (Boksburg) Match Race Chmpshp, E-o0-S Holder: - Henry Long

Durban Match Race Chmpshp, End-of-Season Holder: - Fred Wills
Transvaal League Champions: - Boksburg Bees
"Joe Blankfield S. African speedway riders

1 B , g ist,
bl

m %our Special Aagq 7[5 rrom Our Correspomdent
Eative Amsterdam, Friday,
The Mﬁ&ﬁm TPYHE  South African speedway team easily won the first
touring team won the sixth ~ test against Holland at Amsterdam last night by 44
| comsecutive match last might, points against 28,
'Eea_‘ﬂn‘:_ Eenmr:r:“x; 85 Il:h BT‘)F Dutch resistance was, as

uddy Fuller said to me after-

, weakér than expected and
ally Hartman, who was not
sual form.

got  maximum

But last nlght'o match SR
luck in oints, winning all his four heats.
thr

brought more

the form of a -erlmu injury. S el firsts and one
Little Joe Blankfield fractured second place, Harry du Toit one
a wrist. He missed early first, two second d one third,

teh Fi n one second and three

irds, Boshoff one second and
thirds, Joe Blankfield two
i nd Alec Blankfield one

ce
best Dunchm'\n Henk

second place. He alsoc had the
ime of the night in the
rs race in which Raw’s
i after he had gone halfl
a ap in a leading position, broke
Captain Co Boef and
Metzelaar both won one

star ormers of the team.
Leading scorers in last night’s
narrow win were: Raw 10,
Du Toit 9, Boshofl 8.

The SA team that toured Europe i 95i: Toby Boshoff, Alec Blankfield, ddy Fuller,
Harry du Toit, Bob Raw; knlg: Maurice Fenton, Joe Blankfield.
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BUDDY FULLER AGAIN
| WEMBLEY MATCH

UDDY FULL]

| s BACE LFHAYPION

'S vietory over Fred Wills when he

regained the Golden Helmet which goes with the
Wembley match-race speedway title on the Wembley
cirenit last night, was a triumph for fast “gating.” Fuller

regained the title he lost to
Eric Litchfield.

Sin then Wills succs&ttu]ly
dmended his crown se times—

headed, winning the first heat in
38.4 seconds and the second run
in 60.7 ds

There w doubt about the
first heat. Puuer who is noted for
his  “middle-of-the-track” riding,
with a tfendency to ride wide on
the hends, adopted new tactics. He
ot ahead, and then held the white
ine, wmding by six lengths.

held on whlle more m,,p
—E¥1 der

Jacwillam
Tought
Lang won in 84.4 secs.

Wills in April. 1950, writes

|heat. This is where he dropped his

only point of the night.

Alec Blankfield, showing the form
which made him Transvaal cham=
plon, got nine points, but was fortu.
Nate to be well in the lead in his

er (fourth heat when his engine seized

on the line.

One of the most snmumgmg— rides
came from 19-year-old Ang.
He got a lead In the lath hsat and

and Harr TTurie
out a tough ngm; ‘oemnd.

Heat winners: Raw (! 81.5, Du
The new champlon s[arfed Toit (L) 816, H SeAr\mer (T) 85.2,
from pthe outside in heat two. |Raw (T) 843, Fuiler (L) 337, Du
and got a_real “flyer rom Toit (L) 83.4, Rew (T) Du
the ~are Wills's chances of (L) 84.5, Fuller (L) 83.9. Du Tolt (LJ
‘t\’;ﬂg“-\rﬂ s ';Imfhc{m Slaw 827, A, Blankrleld (T} 5., Fuller (L)
educed when
Into a bad slide on the second |ogy Hollembach (T) 871, Lang (L)
bend.  Bu e “rode like a s

. and there was no more
than half a wheel differe

Toit 12, Fuller 11,

Points scorers: Wembley Lions: Du
Van der Vyver 6,

e at
the finish, “hwh had a 0000. Matthews 4, Lang 4, Scholtz 2, Nelson
<ro\\(| on its feet. L g ‘otal quldféwtum ‘Tigers: Raw 11,
& have heen only two holders e S A a0 SOl s

e f the Wembley |5 Total 44 3
mateh-race mle singe the event|™ A —_—
was started 17 montl 0. 1t dsf
com eted for during each month

e speedway season.

Du Toit's Maximum

Harry du Tolt, a successful rider
with the touring team in Europe,
o 'bnihantls throughout &

gain a
Wembley Lions,
n by Prewrla

v!cmr.y or
were  beatel
Tigers.
Du Toit was unhu-k\ enongh
to pile-up
halr nl llll‘
meetiniz, and he was taken fo |
quplral for observation, |
Together with Fuller (11), Du/
‘Toit  scored more than half his|
team’s points. ’I'he rauura of thejr|
collea uh ‘Wwas the Lions' weakness, |
Bob the acting clptaln ol‘\
Tigers, losked set Tor o rans
{untll "he met Du Toit in ma Jast!

Fuller And
Thrllllng

UDDY Fuller (Wembley Lions)
-} and Fred Wills (Boksburg
‘Bees) were the stars of last night's

anday Dec -
pemng

S
g 145

for iHe fiest lime, they gave the
excited crowd plenty of value for

their money. Thers were several

seeure |
beat Wills by about three lengths
in the first Durban three laps
match mace champlonship. Tt was
revenge for Fuller who had twice
previcusly gone down to Wills.

It was a night of ﬂwﬂ!s from
the time Wills won the opening
four-lap heat for Boksburg Bees

until he won the final of the Natal
~lap gcratch.race. In hig heat
Wills set the track record of 38.0
sec.
Wembley Lions beat Boksburg |
Bees 3334 In  the exeiting 12

scorer with 11 points, with Syd
van der Vyver next best with nine.
Az the riders got used {0 the
track—most of them were seeiux it

HE Wemblay

opening speedway meelmg at the | spills, but no injuries of eny con-
new Hoy Park A

' Close on 5000 excited fans naw The meeting was splendidly
Fuller the inside berth and | organised.

event league match, mainly due
to Wills who was the night's top 2

 Results wm Heat 1: F. Wllls TB‘!:
me, 6l

Gould |

B 2 Tll'ne B3.15ec. He
[P van

e S d
1 lB: Ry U :\.l"yvcvr

o 2
cwllllsms céa 1:°F Serrurler (B)
Heat 15: F Wills (B)

1.&&&"” fw! 2. TJ.me .EBGC.
Lione. & von der Virver ia), B Fuﬂear
7, RfBJes AL I'HE E]:nld\:ld 151,

5

s 1y, v
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edway Mee
m gﬂnXm; 17,

Fald
d (33,

Another match
o face mee ling

Nma or Fuller

H NG retained his Wembley
- speedway match race title last
night Buddy Fuller will try to
make it a “double” by taking the
Boksburg championship from
Doug. Serrurier on the East Rand
track to-night.

This may be the last match be-
tween Sduth Afrlcan riders on this
frack for some ‘time as the chal-
lenge from the overseas men will
have to be met on more than one
occasion.

The unbeaten Pretoria Tigers
team-meet Cermiston Stars in a
league mateh and it is unlikely
that they will lose their record
with their captain Bob Raw and
little Alec EBlankfield riding in
such good form.

van Eyl (8, A
s s A

O Fisher 1; C Yeung

2: R Scott 3. Time, Gosec.

-

Mateh Raco E-namninmhm

urban
18 ]m: LE. F\.I].Iq:r 2

Nahi SH‘ML‘h R;ee 4 Iau) ‘Heat

Bdca oot 201k,
Gld: Time: 23

Time :
A

kl\.eid: 2,
Gould. Time: sec. Heat 3: 1. F.
Wills; ¥, 8, van dor eI, Lk
506,  Fastest ond: van der
ver. Fipal: 1, F. Wills; 2, 6. van
er - e: A03aec, F

fons Speedway team, led mr Bum Fullbr; (extrame right), which helped to thrill
the large crowd at the epening of the Hoy Park Spectiway In Durban last night. (Results, Page 19.).

| burg North, He rode exceptionally

"‘ms Duval (G.),

Van Zyl Stars,

but S.A. Lose
Speedway

KEN mDDI-EDl'I‘O’H. S averseas

men gave the most brilliant
display of team riding and indi-
wvidual perfOormances ever sesen on a|
South African track when they won|
the ' first epeedway international |
before an all-time record crowd of |
11,000 at Wembley last night (writes|
Eric Litchfield).

Middleditch starred with 17 polnts,
losing only to the 3l-year-old Fred
riding in his fret full
international for the Springboks.
South Africa started badly. And,
considerlng a considerable amount
of bad luck, Fuller's men did re-
markably well to keep within 10
Ppoints of the star-studded tourists.

The *“find” was Fred van Zyl,
the motor mechanic from Boks-

fast in seoring top pnin&s (14) for

the Springboks and he beat
Middleditch, Mardon and Red-
mond.

Heury Long had more bad Iuck
all his previous inter-
nnt-d.mm:s put together. He got a bad
*“gate’” in his first heat and falled
to score. Then he had plug trouble
in all his other races, but managed
to total 12 points.
-  Wembley's previous track record
{78.3 by Henry ng) was bent in
a1l directions. Redmond (77.8), Van
2yl (77.0) and finally Geoff Mardon
flashed home in 76.6 secs. to set the
new Tecord.

Fuller Loses
Match-Race
Title to

Middleditch
dd h
GE ISTON » PR wﬂ"? v&
EN MIDDLEDITCH, the 24-yean
old Poole (English Thir
Division) speedway captaln, iz th
first overseas rider to wear th
Wembley match-race championshi
golden helmet. He took the title o
Buddy Fuller; winning 2—1 =
Wembley Stadium last night (write
Eric Litchfield).

Fuller won the first heat in 60
secs. But Middleditch, gating ver
fast from the outside .berth,. too
mecond and third heats in 61.8 sec
and 60 =ecs.

Fuller made a brave fight in th
deciding heat. He made tw
challenzez in the last lap, but at th
flag he was still two lengths behinc

Germiston stars, brl.lllml“y led

by skipper o,

(‘ma.xi.mnm 12 pni.ntsf, cmmed the
surprise of the season by defgt—
‘Ang Hen Long's lalgue lead
Prdbor!a. igers. Duval ﬁ
Trevor Redmiond were strong hea
leaders for Stars.

Henry Long had machine troubl

in his first outing, but showed a
his to? form in taking maximu
oints fro

m the next three rides,
w came back to his best f
acoring 10 points,

Heat winners: 1,

Bo
orn

Serrurier (&.
80.6; Redmond (G.
Serrurier 81.4; Lon
Redmond (3., 82.4; I
errurier (G.), 8[-.2' Du\ra:l. G}. 817
(G

- b ]
81.1; Raw (P.), 80,8; Lo B
Raw (P.), B16; Cnr!.ssor:]g(P.],} B

Points acor\ers* Germl.ston- I
Berrarier 12, al 10, Redmond 11
J. Blankfield 5. Boshof! 3, J. Serrurie
2, McEenzie 2, D. Lang 1. T
Pretoria: Raw 10, Long 9, A. Blank
fleld 6, Carlsson 6, MaeW‘llliam 4
Gould 2, H. Serrurier 1, Hoodt .
Total, 39, 2




S.A.Season 1951/'52 cont'd.

Overseas team for second

W ed\nest\ey
Tand

South Africa in the second “ test”
Friday.

The English pair are followed
by a4 New Zealand couple, Geoi
Mardon and Trevor Redmond.
Sweden and Norway are repre-
sentéd in the third pair by Sune
Carlsson and Henry Andersen.
The two reserves are Jock Grierson |

the Overseas |
Trophy event at Wembley yester-
day, ting Mardon in the final
in 785sec. Grierson was third
and Middleditch fourth., Both
Redmond and Mardon won their
preliminary heats and the sumi-|
finals. The best time was Red-|
mond's 772sec. in his semi-final. l[

|

JUNIOE CHAMPION

Roy EBester became the new
Soulh African junior champion
when he scored a maximum of
15 points for his five heals, Franz
“Eddie 7 Secholtz won his firsl
four heats, but when he met Bester
in the 18th. heat he was cut
out entering the first bend and
fell through over-eagerness to
challenge Bester. He finished
second in the final aggregate wilth
Vern MceWilliam  third.

Bester returned the best time |
- 8l.8sec. — and was consistent |
throughouf the meeting. Scholtz
and Fred Lang also returned times
which compared favourably with
league match times of last season.

POINT SCORING

The pumls seoring wag: K. Bester
15, F. Scholtz 13, V. MeWilliam 11,
H Adundon{ 8 F. I..amb 8, F. Gond-

¥, P. MgKenzie 7, R. Roodi 6,
B \{msse' 6, _D. Collins 6,

8, D. Lang 5, H. |

i P |

a,
v L

| Nelson 1, A. .funm

amsﬁeedway test

I EN MIDDLEDITCH. the caplain. and Tony TLewis will
be the top pair in the overseas specdway ieam in meet
at Wembley Stadium on

Long ‘wins speedway tltlei
1‘“ recop d breakmg rides

an 2
ENRY LONG made no mift .15\(‘- in ]‘IIH speedway challenge
match against Ken Middleditch at Wembley Stadium.
He not only won the “Golden Helmet” in two rides, but he
beat the three lap record twice. |
Breaking from the gate in th RESULTS
first race he stuck to the line lik Y
a limpet to a rock and Middle- | el )
ditch had no chance of getting- nm.mor\d Sel
past. sge.; |
Long changed his tactics in the |
second race and forced Middle- |
ditch to take a wider line. In
this race Long clocked b7.6sec.,
which was 1l.Gsec, inside the re-
cord he held jointly with Buddy
Fuller,
REDMOND'S MAXIMUM
T.ong did not have things all |
his own way in the Transvaal |
league mateh. Trevor P.edlno11d
beat him out of the gate in the
fifth heat and, leading all the way
deprived Long of a maximum.
Redmond scored & maximum him-
self and helped Germiston (SLSIS\
to heat Pretoria Tigers 46—37.
The Germiston team was much
steadier and showed betfer form
than in any previous match this |
season. Doug Serrurier had scoved |
eight points in three rides when
his machine gave him trouble in
the fourth, and Joe Blankficld,
after a disqualification for riding
the line in the first heat, rodr_

Bnnk ﬁp]d
3, 4J. -

ton :
D, Tirer 8,
s, A_ Linguist
3. Total,
. B. R
14

1'1. Long 11,

. Bester 2. Total,

Two chamms in
! S. i team

The South African team to
meet the overseas riders in the
third test at Wembley Stadium
| on Friday is: Fred Wills (cap-
tain), Henry Long, Buddy Fuller,
| Fred van Zyl, Doug Serrurier and
Toby Boshoff, The reserves are

Gieorge Matthews and Bob Raw,
| with Joe Blankfield named as
ninth man.

The team shows two changes
| from that which rode in the

well.

In winning the test trial,

Boshofl displaced

the South African team to mee
overseas team

the

| second test. Fuller and Boshoff
Toby rcomt: in for Alec Blankfield and
Raw in Raw, and Matthews comes into
¢ | the eight for the first time.

in the third

Bob

test at Wembley next week.

SOUTH AFRICA OUTRIDE
OVERSEAS IN THIRD
%“SP EDWAY “TEST” |

A, 1§8South Africa 61, Overseas 47
THEBE was no doubt about South Africa’s superiority
in the third speedway “Test” against Overseas al
Wembley Stadium last night. The 8,000 crowd saw the
Springhoks pull up to 2—1 in the series, and they only
have to repeat this form in the next two “Tests” to have
a ehance of winning the “ruhher."’

FEEEEET e RETANS
THE, JiElMH

(ret  eight heal mclunm% three
5 ns, and the off. AL

men never had a chan
back. But for the Seandinavian stars, |
Henry Andersen and Ake Lindgul
AE we}l a8 New Zealander Trevor
Redmond. who totalled 34 points
betweau ithem, it would have been u

mamu The snappy starting of Hem—y
ENRY ;0 G, urife v.)!.h

Long (maxlmum 18 points),
Wiﬂs
the speedway crowds, retained

i14 pts) and Buddy Flltle!”
(11 pts.).
South Afriea started by winning the
h
the “Colden Helmet' when he beat
mond in two straight

bley Stadium,
two laps in the first race, Redmond
challenged Long wheel to wheel,
pefore Long drew ahead fo win in
58 sec. In their second race, Long
improved his time to 57.7 sec., to
win clearly,

For the second time in the last

against Germiston Stars,
Germiston Stars won the League

matech,
Last night, Pretoria Tigers held
a points lead for the first eight

races, wi ong a winner in his
| three rides.

| In the fourth race of the mateh
Doug Lang proved the unlucky yeb
Tucky rider. He was unlucky to crash
into the fence and go right over it,
but was fortunate to suffer nothing
worse than Dbruises and broken teeth.

team chosen

: oy Test match

jat Wer night s as

| Tollows - F. Wills (captatn). H. Long,

iB. Fuller, D. Serrurier, F. van Zyl,

{A. Blankfiel Reserves: B. Raw. J.
' Blankfield, Ninth Man

D. Wolf
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Overseas L(’am u*m test and
Sakarday Feb: (f :
s’p u/ay spnes

HE visiting speedway team which met South Africa in

the fourth test at Wembley <t might o
t their promise of making sure of the series by
51 thus having a 31 lead with one test 1o be de
The South Africans
several shocks carly in
match, but the sting was taken
ut Df their defeat before the end
| by some fine riding by little Joe
Plankfield and Honry Long.
1 “red Wills, the South African -
captain, was the only man who
cally showed the overseas men
is true mettle hefore t
Long, for

val
time for several weeks,
take a minor placing to Trevor
Redmond and Reg Duval
SLIGHT CHANCE

When they were 14 points
down, the local riders showed
plenty of fight, and at one stage
sppsared to Rave & alight chance

f making up the leeway, Jo

Blankfald weat out with Long,
shot out of the gate yards ahead
of his rivals, and Long made
sure that neither Middleditch nor
Lewis had a chamce of chal-
lenging for the lead.

Had Blankfield showed the
same form just prior to the test
he must have been in the team
and could possibly have turned
the tables.

Some of the South Africans ,
were  disappointing. Buddy C
Fuller could not keep to the line
and scored only one point before
having a fall and tearing a liga-
ment.

The overseas men,
reached their best form. Red-
mond and Duval were the most |
successful pair, and most of the |,
credit for the team’'s win must o
g0 to them, for it was only in
their last race that one of them |
failed to collcot a point.

Even

JOE BLANKFIELD

THE SCORING

howover, | &

‘Sevrurier,

I_é?};:.ﬂ:‘;}au_am Riding for a Fall

i

Only two of the riders Whu started in t.hc 10th heat in ﬂi!"

5D At Wembley last night

Henry mg {H.Eht.]. the Sul.!th Afriean

won with Ken Middledibeh {left). the visiting cap

Reg Duval. second from right, fell and Doug Eerr:ms L{

from left) rode over the fallen machine and took no mrl'hw
part in the match,

LONG AND WILLS LACKED
SUPPORT IN SPEEDWAY
DEFEAT OF S. AFRICA

IF South African speedway followers were in singing mood
after watching their team go down to a 45—62 defeat by
the overseas touring team at Wemblev Stadium lest night
their theme song must have been “0h, what a surprize.”

First and foremest in the even-
| Ing of thocks was the outstanding
suceess of the (Wo Scandinavians,

tain, second.

Heat winners

Henry Andersen and Sune Garl .;"Cn"rt“'nnm e 5 Long (5
sson. v scored 23 points out i 'cia'm.e i

of the ovmens muu in snt,e oI ferses o4
two engine fai

lucky to beat Pred Wills in theu-
first ride but after -that they
could beat everybody but Hanry
Long.

Long, in his firet m.temum:al
as captain, was rmiles ahead nl 3
any other rider. He broke I
Lran:krewrdmhisﬂrstwand
carried on to score & maximum.

Fred Wills csu.sed A minor sur- |
prise by a return to his very best |
form but the unaccountable faflure |
of Fred van Zyl was dumbfounding |
to those wha saw him it his first |
international, |

Apart from Long and Wills the
South African team appeared to'
be lifeless and lacked  that |
“ punch ¥ which had characterised |
their riding in recent meetings.

| They bad bad bresks and the
fact that the New Zealand palr.
Trevor Redmond and |
don, could win only one heat
showed that even the bes: in|
the wvisiting team ave not too big
a huvdle i overcome. [

SundayTeibune Jan 30 14577,
BECAUSE His TEACHER WAS IWTERESED

URTH,

S
A MONH AFTER BuyiiG His FRST =
MOTORCYCLE HE ROLE IN T(E/.RIF JUFSM’
Jaswsmqr NEAR DRUMMOND A

A STEAM ROLLER . THE STEAM A’au.se Wo

CAMPAIGNED N BRITAN
£ THE CONTINENT I
) /949 £ 430, £ (951

31ries SALumP
o TWICGE RUNNER- UP,

H4S AT ONETTME

OR ANITHER HELD
EYERY S AR/
TRAGK RECORD
Sae

' LONG RETAINS TITLE,
.~ BUT ANDERSON SETS

AI%‘E}?{%“HNHV oég \-E&EHE]:E {,O.ﬂgll?ﬂmel

cedway match-race championship when he beat
Henry Andersen by two heals to one at Wembley last
night, it was the Norwegian star who set a new three-lap
record of 57.5 sees. in his only win.

The Springbol ace won both hie Mmdlctdltcshnwe. L ne

Wembley Lions:

races the Ienglh of the back ot E 7 Matheen 4 B Andersen
5\:rn)5ht “in' 5.6 to equal the 4 e Haon ér 3._ et
former record time, while Andersen w0l e

Raw
1iniediend 6,

he S the, Chfisson e
i ot Turler 2, Gonia 1

broke the reco d! when
o 4

second leg 1
oneldon: At MaoWilllam. 1.
the r.anmaal -eague_ table with

easy 51—33

n
oL
Middlediten A
78.3; Andersen (w.:

Grierson i
76.9; l\.ﬂddlcdltch
Grierson (W.) 78.2;

Mathews (W) s
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.Last spee way Andersen leads in |
SaY Ilda “g Cape Town
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e WahoiBgediay

Boks}jurg riders
in speed“ ay

RoVigd

A brilliant

WN'G TAKES
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HE OVersea: m.nma teai. il mé

borrowed machines—their bikes
back to

0

ﬁ‘ vnnx onserte &

ing spell by Fred |

19 1952

are already on the way =
Sy e From Our Cdrrespondent England—iad 1o hope of holding  VYills, the BO]‘E"“"S' Bees captain,
ex_cltln raw CAPE TOWN, Wednesd | Henrv Long at Wembley last night, —cnabled his team to beat Wembley
Fred Wills, wh ednesday. — | fpp Springbok ace scored maximum Lions, and win the Transvaal
red Wills, who recorded the best| 35 peints to take the Wembley Open  Specdway League at Wembley

times throughout Cape Town's
first speedway meeting in the
Festival Stadium last night, was

“ehampionship.
Apart from Long's performance,
and a great battle for second place

SOUTH AFRICA and the over-
geas touring team drew the

Stadium last night.
Wills beat the badly out of
form Buddy Fuller in the opening

. urprisingl i between Bob Raw (14 points) and : !
fitth and final speedway fest; U i‘nythé’egr‘;’:‘wé‘;g’mﬁh&‘é Joe Blankfleld (11 points), the meet- heat in 81gsec. Times were of
54—34, at Wembley Stadium last ing was conspicuous for the vast an exceptionally low standard,

Van Riebeeck Trophy.

number of engine failurés 1o machines  but there was able support from

night, but the South African After three brilliant rides Wills, rjdden by the tourists. Roy Bester and Vern Mac-
riders were unlucky not to have  Who captained South Africa, won |, Heat Vinners: Long, Raw.  william, 3
T e SlahE the last heat to force a 363 188 J. Blar]l_kﬂald. Tg.i,JBcsferkgﬂjé. Wembley Lions got most of
- Lhey were elght POIMLS UB  draw with the overseas team in | Sas W04 Lonk Tf: o BERHEC  their keen riding from Des Wolfe
with two heats to go, but the the match which opened the meet- |go% Lone;mr_lr%r‘]» Redmond, 826: and George Matthews, who gave
superior tacticg of the overseas ing. He then went on to record a | @plerson, 79.2: Lewis, %26; Long, a grand cxhibition of team riding,
men prevented them from obtain- anle-laphﬂying stafrt time of 19.2sec. 817 st."aosg,s: LB‘ Se:r;é!cr.LW'l. ;n Sp“l? of the ]acg nfd sgll:lort
i 3 n the heats for the Van Rie- | Karlsson, ; Long," 1 EWI1s, rom their captain, Buddy er.
;ré%iégﬁvg;?gggoluﬁ?;eigo;gtés‘o;l:?: beeck Trophy he set the fastest  BL0; Raw, g b e 1 The following were the heat
2 I time of the night of 4.2sec, which P‘g’l"? EE"{:“ i o Mmdleﬂ:?ﬁ“' o Winners: Heat 1, F. Wills (B.);
8e85 team 3  1avour. was equalled by Andersen in ‘E 1"ms Orlelmﬁ 8 Carlsson, 7i time, 81.6scc. Heat D. Wolfe
The unhappiest man after the winning the final of the Arst emﬁ kfield, 6; Redmond, 5 Mardon, (W.); time, 78.4sec. Heat 3, R.
meeting must have been Fred round. Andersen leads with four |5 D, Serrurier, & W 5 B, Bester (B.); time, 81.0sec. Heat
Wills. He rode In the final heat  points to three by S. Carlsson |Serrurier, 4; Andersen, 3; Lmdqulst. 4, D. Wolfe (W.); time, T7.9sec. SPEEpWAL
against Henry Andersen and (Sweden), two by Wills and one 12 Heat 5, G. Matthews (W,); time, COWBOY AND H(S
Tre\’or Redmond, and the visitors by Reg. Duval (England). 80.8sec. Heat 6, R. Bester (B.); BuckKing Bike
made him go wide at the first The match tonight is between ;tlme. 80.3sec. Elcat 7. F. Wills
bend and foiled all his attempts @ Deminions side against Europe. R s R

| van Zyl (B.); time, 70.7Tsec. Heat

to get through,
Joe Blankfield and Roy Bester

let Ken Middleditch and Tony |85.7sec.  Heat 11, B. Serrurier

Lewis win the first heat, 5—1, but [ (W.); time, 708sec. Heat 12, F, BoKSBURS
after that they rode exceptionally Lang (W.; time, 7h.8sec. Feat St das Ror 4 1157
well until their last heat. Then 13, . Wills (B.); time, 79.8sec.

Blankfield just touched the rear
wheel of Linquist's machine and
fell. This gave Mardon and Lin-
quist the chance to get another
51 heat and kecp the match
alive,

STARTED WELL

Henry Long and Bob Raw
started as though they would put
South Africa well in front, but
towards the end Raw lost some
of his dash—but they still finished
az the most successful of the
South African palr

‘When Fred van Zyl withdrew
after the second heat, Wills eould
not find a partner to give him
any assistahce, and he battled on
hiz own for his 12 points.

Andersen was the best of the
touring team, but Middleditch
and Lewis scored 10 points he-
tween them. Tt was just as well
for the- visitore that they had
Redmond in reserve, for he was
brought in when the team was
i szht, points down, and his final
Ily was eight.

Gmd.\e

ass Speed'wa.
‘irin Thio Firees g i m::;ﬂ

A‘ W

my first Nu.ﬂunal title,

By Any - can  happen, upwl 'l.ly
(with 8 _good- fAeld the
e Rt i nat 1o

B t 1 promise yoil
golng all out to win
- It's thres .

- to
note of the mgme
ans determini
that is

and ould.
McWilllam and wm:s

le, D “Wolfe (W.); time, T78.2sec.
| Heat 10, D. James (B; time,

AT 8 P
PrRinCE Gzou.ae Pak

Individual point scorers were:

Boksburg: F. Wills, 11; R.
| Bester, &; V. MacWilliam, 5; F.
van Zyl, 5; D. Collins, 3; D.

James,
Naude, 2

Wembley Lions: D. Wolfe,
G. Matthews, 9;
B. Fuller,
Scholtz. 1} J. Paris, 7.

LONG RETAINS
“GOLDEN HELMET”

Henry Long retained his speedway

3; H. Ardendorf, 2; D.
Total, 41.

il;
B. Serrurier, 6;
F. Lang, 5; F.
Total, 37

53

CHAMPIONSHIP

l-!ﬁNRY

|“Golden  Helmet”  at  Wemble: A7 1ego
Smdumn mst. night when he beat J'n{. ql 7
Blankfield m two  straight rides.
Long’ tlm a7,4 secs, 5.5
spes. % Iﬁﬂ LF LONG, former lomg-dis-
49-]_%}%“}2““:; ik event "rauir:};? A\ tance niotor cyele champlon,
'James (11 pts.) and B. Medlicot (10 wenl along to Prince George Park,
pts.), both of Johannesburg, were Boksburg, last night. (o see his
the top =core son, Henry, ride unbeaten to win
— e s the Transvaal speedway cham-
plonship.
At the end of the programme

Fred

SaYur

By

Periaps Heat 13,
B decider.

wihere Long met|
Both

had |

‘:lorked
\ﬁﬂ.hs zecond outslds hils own track
recora,

75. secs,, which is enly lwo-

African

it
il Long, Ch souzh
the |

peedway crowds > “seen. for
last siz years. this time he had |
1o bad luck o mar his chanplonshin

e much ta
Ifrst Bntional title said ong.

|Ing tribute to Alf Long, well kabwa |
|for his road racin,
performance
e from

dad  for my

ar u‘p }

dropped only ene poi
heat with LDB;—GI)[I F\lily llvﬂﬂ
opinion of both Long

champion,
His ridin! style is similar to that
ol
Bob R aw came right back to his
best, form, dropping only two palnu
to take third place, losing to Lon
nnd Er-s er.

unlucky night for Fred

w\u! mree thines national champion

ne seized in his very first
Rl despite the disadvaninge of
riding several

Henry Long (15 pt .) Gains
I'll'st South African
} Way: m“,queedway Title

ERIC LITCHFIELD

i ENRY LONG has done it at last! Scoring maximumn
i (15) points from his five vides, the Alberton star
f | became the South African speedway champion at Wen
| bley Stadium last night.- “It’s taken me a long time 1o/
| get this elusive championship,” said Henry. |
|

i

tied

- Frpm_De

E HEﬁei(i!rst atal spe

[ T

¥ season '_1ast njgt
thro n agamsf.
the tltle

It was without doubt the most
thrilling night of speedway since
the opehing of the track last
December, and the greatest race
seen on the ecircuit occurred in the
,].ai: heat of the 20-heat champi.on—

It was Wills (then 12 pomts)
against Roy Bester (11) and Doug.
Serrurier (11) and Serrurier forced
a tie at 14 pc:nts and a re-run

ml managed to collect nine points. |
. Beater

Winners:

1 an
3, Matihews 3, F.

Speedway-SA.com May 2014

“er four terrific laps in which
the lead changed hands several
times. There was no more than
a length in it at the end. :

_In the re-run Serrurier; 1ed. for
the first two laps. Then Wills
slipped inside at Ihe fArst bend on
the d lap and held his place
or four lengths
thus adding the title to
his recently-won Natal match race |
championship.

. Natal speedway

LR

L
ills into second place

van Zyl and Bob Serririet
for seeond place with 13

points each, but Van Zyl took the

|
} runner-up irophy with @ narrow
| vietory on' the re-ron,
Thiee riders, each with 11
points, ted for third plice Doug
|| Serrurier, Dave Colling and Des
Wolf.

Tlt]e

Park’s inaugural
< battle his way
Serturii e Wmnmg

MANY SPILLS

Several of the many spills
which took place during the night
might well have had serious con-
sequences. Bob Serrurier was
extremely lucky to keep out of
hospital, for on two occasions he
was removed from the track on
a stretcher but each time he was
back for more.

His first crash saw him hitting
the cinders amid. a shower of
sparks; the second sent him cata-
| pulting  wyards through the air
when his machine hit the safety
fence. =

Top placings in  the Natal
champlonship were: 1, Fred Wills
(14 pts); 2, Doug Serrurier (14
pte); 3, Roy Bester (12); 4, Harry
Serrurier (11): 5. Bob Raw, Bill
Dalton, Vern © Williams - (8).
Fastest time of the nigut was Bob
Serrurier's S9sec. in heat 2.

5 }uphiEs and prizes were rare-

xnp}égiz m!e?gkg* _pro- ,_

Dudley Nou
cnnressed that this was hi: nr:t
| visit to the speedway, but thought
that every rider taking part
(deserved a trophy!
An extra meeting, in ald of Red
funds, will be held at Hoy
‘Park on August 0. The meeting
(will consist of handicap ewvents
only.
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S.Africa v. Overseas, Overseas team: rear, A.Lindqvist, H.Andersen, R.Duval,
T.Lewis, J.Grierson; Knlg, G.Mardon, T.Redmond, K.Middleditch (Captn.)

THIRD

27 INTERNATIONAL

SOUTH AFRICA

y 2 ,.{ ~ ;‘;(. versus
Ad % OVERSEAS

WEMBLEY
STADIUM
Johanneshurg

|
Fri. 25thJan. 1852

Skippers Fred Wills (SA) & Ken Middleditch (Ov.) 3" Test programme  Series top scorer Henry Long

Roy Bester — SA Junior Champion 1952

Speedway-SA.com
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Henry Long in action at Wembley, Johannesburg

|

Ever the showman, Trevor Redond teaching Henry Andersen the bagpipes.

Speedway-SA.com May 2014



