THE HENRY LONG COLLECTION
Part 10 — 1955/'56 Season

As had become the usual pattern, the precursor to the South African campaign of
1955/'56 was a short season of meetings held at the Bulawayo Showgrounds in Southern
Rhodesia. The local team, the Bulawayo Lions retained their unbeaten tag with defeats of
both Springs Star and the Pretoria Eagles. The inaugural Rhodesian Open Championship was
won by Fred Wills with a 15 point maximum piping his fellow Springbok Henry Long by a
point.

The teenaged Doug Davies returned to Birmingham for the 1955 UK season intent on
making an impression in the World’s Championship after missing out on competing the
previous year. Despite tearing a shoulder ligament he safely negotiated his two qualifying
rounds with a 11 point score at Wembley, London and a superb 15 point maximum at his
home Birmingham track and thus qualified for the final on 15* September. Expectations were
high prior to the Wembley Final with Chairman of the SA Speedway Riders’ Association,
Buddy Fuller, confident that Davies had as good a chance as any to win the title. Sadly, a little
over two weeks before the final Davies contracted meningitis and was unable to take his
place in the line-up.

Stock car racing had been introduced to South Africa the previous season and a short
season of stock car only meetings commencing on 30" September deferred the return of
speedway at Wembley until mid-November. The honour, therefore, of holding the opening
meeting of the season went to Pretoria who staged the Centenary Trophy on 5% October. The
victor was Henry Long, a point clear of Roy Bester. The delay in the re-opening of Wembley
also resulted in both runs of the October SA Match Race Championship challenge being
staged at Pretoria. Henry Long of the Wembley Lions made light of having no home advantage
and comfortably defeated Arthur Duncan of Pretoria Eagles 2-0 in each leg.

A combination of Norwegian and Swedish riders captained by Olle Nygren made up a
Scandinavian team to face the Springboks in the season’s Test series. It was a formidable unit
and several pundits considered it the strongest to have ever toured the Union. The Nordic
racers defeated South Africa 4-1 and it may well have been a whitewash but for a serious
injury to Basse Hveem before the second international that forced him out of the series. Also
suffering injury was the Swede Dan Forsberg who fractured an ankle and missed the last two
Tests. The South African captain, Henry Long, topped the Springboks scorechart and was the
equal of his opposite number Nygren but the back-up to him was inconsistent, in contrast to
the solid scoring of their opponents. Scandinavia took part in two further internationals,
defeating a British Commonwealth septet at Bulawayo and a South African team 55-53 at
Bloemfontein.

The teams competing in the National League remained unchanged from the year before
but early doubts were voiced as to Randfontein’s ability to complete their fixtures. Major ....
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SA Season 1955/56 .... cont'd

. work was required on the track at the West Rand Raceway and until half-way through the
season the Aces only contested away fixtures. Trevor Redmond bought the controlling
interest in Randfontein in mid-December 1955 with the intention of re-opening the track in
the New Year. However, this never materialised and Randfontein withdrew from the League
with their results being expunged and riders re-allocated to other clubs.

As with the previous season, the title race was a tight run affair. Pretoria Eagles were
unbeaten in their first five matches whilst Wembley Lions lost their first three. The fortunes of
the two teams then changed dramatically with the Lions winning their last six meetings
including home and away defeats of the Eagles. After all fixtures had been completed the two
great rivals finished at the head of the table on 12 points each. With the precedent set in 1955
it was designated that a play-off be staged to decide the League champions. This conspired
against the Johannesburg team winning their first championship since 1947, as their home
season had finished at the end of February to accommodate further stockcar-only meetings at
Wembley. In a one-off match at Pretoria the Eagles defeated the Lions 44-39 to clinch their
first title. The National ‘Knock-Out’ Trophy introduced the previous year was not contested in
1955/56 but the Transvaal Cup was, although in a knock-out format rather than on a league
basis. However, despite much research, it is not known if this competition was ever
completed or who the winners may have been.

Three riders carved up the major honours amongst themselves, - Henry Long, Olle Nygren
and Alan Hunt. Nygren topped the Scandinavian Test scorers and also captured two titles, the
Wembley Open and Pretoria’s big individual meeting the Laurels. Henry Long meanwhile
continued his domination of the National Match Race Championship after his early season
defeat of Duncan by seeing off further challenges from Rune Sormander, Hunt and Nygren to
finish as the end of season holder. The Englishman Hunt arrived in the Union as a free-lance
but went home with Springbok international caps, the Natal Championship and the South
African Championship. Allocated to the Durban Hornets, Hunt was virtually unbeatable at his
home Hoy Park track and it was there that he captured these championships. It came as
somewhat of a surprise when he was chosen to represent South Africa in the second Test, but
the selectors accepted that it was his intention to settle permanently in the Union and made
their decision on this basis.

1955/'56 season's Roll of Honour

Test Series: - S. Africa 1, Scandinavia 4,
SA Championship @ Hoy Park, Durban: - Alan Hunt,

SA Match Race Chmpshp: E-o-Season Holder: - Henry Long,

SA National League Champions: - Pretoria Eagles,
Wembley Open Championship: - Olle Nygren SW,

Natal Championship @ Hoy Park, Durban: - Alan Hunt.
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Victor;f for

L . ay 8th 1955
ULAWAYO LIONS beat
Springs Stars by 39-38 in a
l4-race contest at the Show-
grounds last night.
Fred  Willis = (Lions), was

hig:host individual scorer with 11
points, and Peter Dykes the
Bulawayo captain, and Roy Bes-
ter the Springs captain, tied with
nine points each, g

Fred Willg (Lions) was
the Golden Helmet from Roy
Bester in a three-lap mateh race.

The second half of the pro-
gramme was made up of five
individual races, the winners of
which compete in the final on
handicap.

Roy Bester, who started from
the 40-yvard marlk, won the final,
with Toy Hdwards second from
the 20-yard mark and Bud Mes-

" ser third.

May 9th 1955
Fred Wlllq wimner of the Golden Helmet at the showgrounds
speedway meeting on Saturday. gives Col. J. Anderson, C.0, of
the Rhodesian African Rifles, a liit round the track,

DAVIES (11) HAS CHANCE OF
BEAGE JY JPPEDVAY FINAL

A smash on the pit bend put
Tommy Price and Eddie Rigg out of
the championship. Rigg fractured an
ankle and Price's machine was
damaged.

Ken McKinlay, captain of the
Commonwealth team that toured
South Africa last season, also misses

LONDON, Friday.— Nineteen-year-
old Doug Davies, the Springbok
speedway rider, is within sight of a
place in the world final. Riding
‘with his shoulder strapped up, h
=cored 11 points in the first “‘leg'
'v'&imxiicy‘mﬁst q;:;.]}'ln e at the final. He slfl'ored nine points—not

Davies rides the second—and final— enoLEl_?o ﬂ”'___ s
qualifying “leg” at his home (Bir-
mingham) track to-morrow night and
should be able to get a place in the
world final on sgptemher 15 if he
can colleet 12 or 13 p

The little Springhok ﬂmshect only
‘three points behind the leader at
“Wembley last night. Brian Crutcher
(Wembley) headed the “field” with 14
points.

Fred Williams, ex-world cham?mn,
and - Eric Williams, h
Wembley. ﬂmsheﬂ joint seconﬂ with
12 points. Davies and three other
riders were level with 11 each,

ES ILL—AND ouT
AL

AM, Saturday.
Doug, Davies, the South Al rican
speedway rlder, is in a Birming-
ham_ hospital

y aui'leﬂhg Eram
meningitis. He miss
“world edway c]mmplomhip
final ‘embley on September
also unlikely that he
- again this _season in

E 1Ehm'n side last m;e
is damaged er
meml but meningitis deve
' and he was taken to hospim

Birmingham p:nnmter S. L.
Marshal said to-day that Davies’
mnditlon was satisfactory.

2

Seandinavians confirm
predictions of skill
S eedwg 2

N BEATH(V)& ‘QTEM LI S i
match at Wembley last night the touring Secandinavian
team showed the form which enabled them to convincingly
defeat Australasia earlier this year. and why they have been
| rated the best team to visit this country.
| Whenever there was an gpportu- | eye and he had to receive medical
*mty to indulge in team riding they | attention.
gave their opponents no chance Aubrey Long averted what might
(of breeking throush as Fred Lang have been a bad accident when he
discovered in both his first heats. | threw his machine down to avoid
When one of the local riders had |riding into Petterser: who had
| the best start from the gate every | fallen in a collision with Ulf Eric-
effort was made to deprive him | son.

| of major points.
|

Swedish champion, Rune

fastest times.

rarely been equalled.

had a drier track.
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The man of the match was the
Sor-
mander, who dropped a point to |
Alan Hunt in his first ride but was
unbeaten for the remainder of the
programme and returned the t‘ml?, ,';; a

Henry Long and Hunt in thrilling | &
races to make a debut which has| rws

Lang was unlucky uot to have
In his efforts to |
get between his opponents he was
constantly covered in cinders and | Total 43
he had to lift his glasses. In his
t.hxrd ride some cinders entered h]S ol s " beker tE Tnm 28

The match showed that the re-
putation of the visitors is well-
founded and South Africa have a
formidable task to find a team
capable of beating them in the
| test series.

heat winners | wer
Twice he defeated |sen ('3) 78.85ec.;
unt

€ [-l Lonz (W),
t (W), 76.8sec; L. Petter-
R, Sormendee (S). 76.556e s
(W), 76,8scc.i Forsberg _ (S),
. Long (W), 77.8sec; A. Hunt
Osec.: R. Sormander (S). 77.Ssec.:
erg (S), 78.7sec.: U. Encson s
g Rl S (8}, 76.25e
“Fhe individual scores were:
Scandinavia.—R Smmandcr 11, D. Fors-
berg 9. U. Ericson R. Christopherson S,
L. Peftersén 5. O Ngrc 4. B. Messer 1.

me —A. Hum 11, H. Long
F. Lang S. James I,

Wemhlev
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Swedish speedway champion DURBAN HORZ\IE;TE Hf;E
hea‘t\? Long in match-race AL 38 QLERD e
oV : 5

URBAN beat Wembley Lmns M-SB in their
first national league speedw@y match at the Alan Ford

Stadium last night,

. Highest point_scorers for he| Al com(ils, scratch race; 1, A
19 tgss: challenoe S et moint scorers for ihe)un S N Moramer 3 . Tong
(Durban Hornets), 12 points, and | Fine: 56.2sec.
Neil Mortimer (Wembley Lions),| Foints scorers were:
MBLEY LIONS won their first home apeedwzy mateh s points. Hornets: Rune Sormander 12
Herby Long set a new three-| Alan Hunt (captain) il, Vern Me.

in the National League last night when they defeated

W:luam:. 8, Roy Browning 8. Bill
Ran&fontem Aces 57—27 and they could have done so without

lap rolling start record of 41.8sec. |
in the first heat of the inter-| Dalton 4. Nick Dormehl 3, J. Hick«

natiopal challenge match against|son and R. Hatcher nil.

5:

the help of Alan Hunt, a guest rider in piace of Bas:e Rune Sormander, and went on to| Lions: Neil Mortimer 8, Henry

win this leg. Long 7, Reider Christoffersen 7,

E{veem, ‘W]‘IO scored a max'lmm 12 pomts. Other results were: Junior|Fred Lang 5. Johnny Bekker 5

“The biggest factor in the Wem- Hornets race: 1st, Aubrey Long 2
bley’s big scoring apart from the

Bud Messer, | Jimmy NMeade 3,
time 59.3sec. iB. M 1

great fom of Hunt was the good
riding of Fred Lang and the suc-

Redmond in
cess of the two reserve riders.

The only heat which Randfon- M £ e 5
= o ;
tein could win were the 8th and TREVOR XOND nhe Spring
13th. Both  were won by Dan Stars captain and South Africa
Forsberg. He beat Long In One gpeeaway champlon, dropped onl
a.ncl Lang in the other. half a point when he dead-heate
Rine Sonnander, the Swedish with Fred Wills in the 523-333 victor
champion, was far too good for against Randfontein Aces In
Henry Long in the first leg of the Natlonal League fixture at Olymp)
November match race champion- Fark on Saturday night. Scorer

Evi: 3 T

Davies 'ets Speedway
Test Trial at Wembley

AL'I.‘HOIJGH Doug. Davies, 19-vear-old Pretoria Eagles speedway

rider, gualified for this year’s world final, he has been ordered
to ride in a Test trial before the selection of the Springhok team
at Wembley Stadium to-night (writes ERIC LITCHFIELD).

Davies rides in a special second-
half heat following the Wembley

S & want to give him every ehance tn
ship. He won in straight heafs’ iﬁg‘ff{ g‘:;‘;‘!?‘;"- C‘;ﬁz Erigs%rl‘ 1‘;;1,33 Lions-Springs Stars Natlonal Leasue|fiich match-neness

and on both “occasions took -the | | FL7 b BEVC B EED & A Arthur, Duncan, Neil Mortimer and e Teproduces the form shown
leads at the first bend. His time . e e pettersen 8, McKenz gpcedway supporters, especially € Do doubt sbout him belaz @
for' the first heat was 57sec. His v those who are weekly visitors to the DEAVY polnts scorer in the Test.

7, Forsberg 6, Blokdyk 5, Wills 3|
Boshofl 2, Masche 1, Loveland 1. Tota

This will be Davies’ first a
pearance on the Wembley track
this season., No doubt officials

Protoria " Stadium frack, will ask:
Isn’t Davies an mltomaclc selection
for the.Springbok team

e answer, on face vnlue appears
m—— (T “Yes! Bub there are two
reasons for giving Davies an outinz
in the Trial.

time for the second was slower but -
his win was more convincing. .
‘While - other members of the
Scandinavian team did not live
up. to their reputations, Sorman-

! which will be held at Wembley
next week.
The dispute over the allocation ol

i 3 a rider to Wembley Lions has endec
der enhanced his. Even in the RECOVERING with the transfer of Rune Sormander
final event of the evening in which the Swedish champlon, from Duzbar

Although he scored 11 points for Hornets. Sormander makes s firs
he wﬂﬂ beﬂten by Hunt Sormander Pretoria _Eagles 1n the 57-27 win appearance in the ions' colours fo-

did not lose: any prestige for he against Randfonteln on Wednesday hight. e has been made a he:

] arxd twice broke the track record, he|leader.
had to pass Forsherg re he not shown consistent form WEMBLEY LIONS: Henry Long
could challenge Flunt. It was only Vbt e Aubrey Long, Sormander, James
because Hunt had had a. clear Obviously he has taken time to|Lang. Christopherson, Bekker, Meade

recover from fhe shoulder injury and

field that he built up a lead which |illness which caused him to mlss
Sormander 00111(1 mt cut dOWn iIl Lthl World final and sveodwu Omcla
the last lap.

Wembley Lions meet Durban [§
Hornets tonight and Long will
meet Sormander in the second leg @
of their match. If Long wins the
deciding leg will be run next week.

HEAT WINNERS
heat winners_were: H. Loj

A, Hi

SPRINGS STARS: Redmond, Blank-
fleld, Bester, Van #yl, Edwards, Bric:
on, Raats, Simon.

The W),
.5sec.: L:

F. La
78.3sec.:
Christophersen (W), 5
bere (R.), 77.8sec.; A. Hunt (W) 79. 2scc.
The individual scores were;
WEMBLEY LIONS.—A. Hunt
ang

Total 57.

FBNTEI'N ACES.—D Forsberg 8.
4. T. Blokdvk 3,
T. Boshoﬂ 1, P. Maschke 1.
5 Loveland i, Towl 27. s

" BASSE HVEEM is on the Here Hveem  is

Hveem, who will ride for pictured
the

Rand—at last the Norwegian gu:bani Hornets in (left to right) at Jan Smuts
5 ational League, has had the Airport with Miss Anna
STy mtar held wp 1= plaster taken off his hand. Thompson, Olle Nygren, his

Oslo with an injured right

He Is now 100 per cent. fit.
hand, arrived at Jan Smuts

, He will be in action in the
Airport by air two nights ago second half of the programme
to join the Scandinavian at Pretoria Stadium on Wed-
touring team, MNov. 271h 1955 nesday night,

Scandinavian tour mate, Mrs.
Nina Nygren and Mrs. Freda
Rabie, wife of Godfrey Rabie,
the Souih African Speedway
Association official.

i

LIONS MAKE SUR
IN LAST HEAT

S atun u.\;.!‘it.‘« cLl 1439,

Henry Long

Hornets Unlucky

Durban Hornets will probably con-
sider themselves unlucky to lose 44-38
in the National League fixture against
‘Wembley Lions.

Alan Hunt, the Hornets cap-
tain, was easily leading Henry
Long m the very first heat when
his achine “cut.” Instead
of I{orl\et: gaining a 4-2 heat win,
they fuund themselves two points

Redmond

Takes Lead =~ oo b s,
Sf,“i;o“ﬁﬁm“?ﬂi an TRI:.V R REDMOND, the South

African Open speedway cham-
pion, has bought the controlling
interest in the Randfontein
track which has not re-opened
this season. The New Zealand-
born Redmond, who is co-track

LTHOUGH Henry Long, holder of ﬁcn But Long raced away frem Hunt
the South African match race 1o complete his maximum and with
specdway champlonship. was headed Sormtmdm taking third place, Lions
by the challenger, Alan Hunt, In the ggined their second league Win of
first heat, the Springbok Inter- vha seasom.
natlonai captain came back strongly Am“jhgh

isted as & veserve for'
io win 2-1 and take the lead in e = 5

rry Hickson took part in

first “lez” at Wembley Stadium last Z = -
nignt (writes ERIC LITCHFIELD). fou and: ended o Joln s ioD manager at Springs and captains
i eared set to win the firsy ScOrers—with eight points along with _ h b
B e e et rom  thailunt and Hvesm the local Stars team, will prob-
Point s ably re-open the Randfontein

.lmrt.mg g'ne and held on to the white
lin the strong-riding Hunt, Henry L

track early in the mew ¥year. So
anhxgham captain, rode round thghm'! y )

far Randfontein Aces, capiained

§ gelt
"Auprey Long 1.

it in the second lap to win inJall 3, 2 t
%‘;D. d;’ea —the fastest LimepoI the three i)llrl:an Hornets: Hunt, 7 by Fred Wills, have ridden all
heats. Hickson 8. Browning 7, Bremner 4 their National League matches

Long broke first in each of the MoWlllmmb 3, Dormehl 1. Total

next two outings, on away tracks.

“presented” With the
when Hunt tode over the white line
and was disgualified. There was no

he deciding heat. It
SR B Supporters Bulla Track
Wl B Bl k.}v\-“"v‘\\"s/‘ iy e } 3
&PLED\\ AY suppm‘ters of Rand- | track. Redmpnd will continué tso
fentein Aces, Springs Stars | ride for Springs this seasen.

and Pretoria FEagles are going to Meanwhile Randfontein, without
help rebuild the Randiontein track | a league win, travel to Preforia
in time for the re-opening in the to-merrow night for the return
New Year. So  far  Randfontein National Laagne fixture. They were
Aces have ridden their matches on beaten 57-27 in the first  reund |
other tracks. New they will be : mateh, but with improved form
able to have home fixtures. from Wills, Fersberg, Potterson

The re-building of the track and Blokdyk should make the

league leaders fight all the way in

will include new lighting, fence and
to-morrow’s ma!.rh.

mdditional seating.

Trevor Hedmond, the South —
African Open champmn who cap-
tains  Springs Stars, has Tnew

Joined  the Randinnte-in Club com-
mittee, who control the West Rand

Speedway-SA.com Aug.2014

Long Keeps
peed Title

ENRY LONG, Wembley Lions’
A Springbok, retalned his South
African match race championship by
beating Rune Sormander, the Swedish
champ’ ion 2-0 in the third and de-
cimu" ‘‘leg’” at the Pretoria Stadium
last !llght writes ERIC LITCHFIELD)

Long set records in each of his two
riders, though the first was a some-
what unusual affair. Long and Sor-
meander were engaged in such an
absorbing Blrugglv that they com-
pleted an extra lap.

It made no difference to the result
for Long was ahead the end of
three laps, which is the match race
distance, but his time of 61.6 secs. for
!.he four laps set a track record. Long

aslly won the second heat in the
record time of 455 secs.

Long's four-lap record was smashed
threa times  before the meefing
finished. Olle Nyzren clocked 61.4 secs.
and then Doug Davies came along to
reglster 61 secs. and 60.8 secs
beat Randfo
National Le:
ars: Pret

retoria  Eagles

tein

2

rrurrier, Naude 5, 20 Total
Hnndfnntem Forsberg 7, Wills
Messer ettersen 4, ‘Boshoff

okdyk 2, l]\ns 1 Total 27.

Seandinavians
thrﬂll ng.

Y- .
spee way test
THE Scandinavian team beat

South Africa in the first test
match last night by two points,
55—b3, in one of the most thrilling
speedway mafches seen at Wem-
bley. South Africa failed because
some of the Springboks were un-
able to match the Scandinavians

| at the gate, but their efforts to

overcome this disadvantage were

§ responsible for most of the thrills.

Henry Long started the match
with 8 record-breaking four laps
in 759sec. In the second heat
Doug Davies had to stop with
engine trouble when well placed
and the Scandinavians gained a
lead which they never lost.

Basse Hveem, riding at Wembley
for the first time this season,
equalled Long’s record in the third
heat but Olle Nygren beat Davies
in a faster time—75.7sec. in the
fourth. It was the last heat in
which Davies was beaten. In the
next three heats Davies returned
75.5sec., Tb.4sec. and T5.4sec.

FROM THE BACK

It was unfortunate for South
Africa that Trevor Redmond and
Roy Bester could nof start well.
Bester had no dash until he
borrowed Fred Wills's machine in
his last heat and gained the
better of Nygren. Most of Red-
mond’'s eight points were won as
2 result of threading his way
through the field.

South = Africa were 10 points
down with three heats to be
decided when Bester beat Nygren,
and they had a great chance to
level the scores during the last
two heats. Long and Fred Lang
managed to get in front in the
17th heat and were heading for
& 5—1 win when Rune Sormander
gave another dashing display to
break through and beat Lang. In
the final heat Davies rode bril-
liantly to frustrate Ulf Ericson
and help Arthur Duncan beat the
Swede in the last 100 yards.

HEAT WINNERS

Th: heat winners were: H. Lonz (bA)
'S Qs e R. Sormander (S.) 7f.4sec.;
Hv:cnl '(8.) 75.9sec.: O. Nygren (S) 75. ?sl:c
R, Sormander (S) 77.0see g (S, Ai
76.2sec.; O. MNygren

mander (S)

m
R.
ec.; H, Lon )
S.A)  77.2sec
points~ scores

rmander

10, U,
5Fon=bcrg 2,

By }ﬂssec

avi [t

-individual were:
Ericson 7,

R. Christof-

fersen 1.

South Africa,.—H. Long 16. D. Davies 14,
Redmond 8, A. Duncan 6, F. Lanz 4,

- Bester 3. F. Wills 2 Total 53.

B, Hyeem
HaEE
otal 5



S.A. season 1955/56

SCANDINAVIA WIN
CITY - SPEEDWAY

Deg, 29th 1955

ENCOUNTER

SCANDINAVIAN team of champions trounced a
Commonwealth speedway side 46-31 at the Bula-
wayo Showgrounds last night in an evening’s racing of

a quality seldom seen in Bulawavo.

Alan Hunt, of

Birmingham, England, rode like a man inspired for

.. cont'd.

FAGLES

e e
ST R E Y

The rain came too late at Wem-
bley Stadium last night to prevent
Pretoria Eagles losing their unbeaten
National League record. Although
thelr Scandanavian _international,
Qile Nygren, scored the Imaximum
12 points, the Eagles couldn’t match
Wembley's all-round sirength, for
this was the strongest side to repre-
sent Lion's team for several Ferrs,

The rain, which caused the meet-
ing to be abandoned at the Satervai,
probably cost Henry Long, the Lion's
captain, the chance of gaining an
outright decision in the defencs of
his South African match-race with
Alan Hunt

Long, who won the first “leg” 2-0
a month ago, shot away from the
starting gate in the first heat last

Hunt is Now

RSB ne

England speedway captain, beat
Henry Long, the holder, in = two
strs.lght z'lcles when they raced the

the South African
championshl at  Hoy
Park, Durban, on Saturday night.

ong had previously won the first
“leg” and was leading 1-0 when the
next “leg’” was abandoned because of

. Thus a declder will be necessary.

Durban Hornets, beaten at Wembley
lum. last - month, gained their
revenge by defeating Wembley Lions
39-31 before the blggest crowd of the
season. Dan Forsberg and Alan Hunt
both gained the maximum points in
this 12-heat league match.

the Commonwealth side, but they were dogged by had
luck.

The Commonwealth side had in heat six, the only man to beat
tyre trouble with their fruck on the English rider in the chal-
the way up from the Union and | lenge match. Hunt and Henry
took mnearly 24 hours on the|Long of South Africa, finished
journey, arriving dog tireq not|with 11 points each, way ahead
g&nvnlgl before the meeting. Fred| of the rest.

ills, their captain, never found |
e e c%uld “oritel e H'I‘unes were consistently good,
than three third places. F

Then in the second heat of the |
13-event challenge match, Doug
_Davies crashed and gashed his
leg, puiting him out of the rac-|
ing. Local riders substituted, |
but were outclassed by riders of |
international standing and found
the pace too hot.

in the team mateh with
39.8sec. off the three-lap start,
= land next best with an even
minute.

FASTEST MAN

Hunt was also fastest man in
the rolling start match races for
:thet‘Golden Helmet Trophy, with
a time of 58sec. for the three

TOP  SCORER 1aps The starts were bad in this

The Scandinavian side demon- event, with riders half-a-length

strateq copybook team riding, | apart when they were given the

and their captain, Olle Nygren, ‘Df!

was top scorer of the night with| Rune Sormander, of Sweden,

a win every time out, metting a|Pipped Hunt to the first corner

total of 12 points. u:ldth;::al“ofethe Helﬁ?e ;}renz

| al ever cau, un

e mbbEd Hldtor i pldce | finished second and %ell Morti-
mer third.

A three-lap standing start for
| “Rhodesian Future Stars” was
| abandoned after two of the rid-
|ers fell on the first lap.

Individual riders totals were:

Olle Nygren 12, Alan Hunt and
|Henry Long 11 each, Basse|
| Hveem 8 Rune Sormander 7, |
| Lasse Pettersen, Dan Forsberg
rang Ulf Bricson 5 each, Bev
| Bird 4, R. Kristoffersen and Fred
| Wills 3, Neil Mortimer ‘2 and
| Neil Neilsen, who rode once each
‘for both sides, 1

LEADERS

l

ENH.Y LON¢ W lﬁ cl.p-
tain ana holder ot the South

Afrlcan match-race speedway cham-

Full speedway
tiﬂe points 1;

%

81;? ndl vza

Olle Nygten
speedway captain, won the Wem-
bley - Open championship last
night by winning all his five

heats, three of which provided ex-
hilarating racing. Nygren and
Henry Long went into the final
heat with full points from their
four rides with Alan Hunt having
dropped one but still retaining a
chance of a run-off. Nygren,
however, won the heat and Hunt
beat Long for second place to be-
come joint runner-up with Long
and Rune Sormander.

Doug Davies, the fourth rider
in the final heat, lost his chance
of winning the title when he fell
in a desperate effort to catch
Trevor Redmond in the 10th heat.
Redmond, who was included in
the field at the last moment,
scored 11 points and gave Nygren
one of his hardest races.

Sormander, however, was the
rider who provided most of the
excitement. He defeated Hunt in
his first ride and pushed Long
and Nygren to fast times. The
initial defeat of Hunt was more
remarkable because in two of his
next three rides Hunt recorded
the fastest times of the evening.
His 75.6sec. in the sixth heat was
only one-tenth of a second outside
Davies’s four-lap record.

* HEAT WINNERS

The heat winners were: H. Long, 77.1sec.:
77.4sec.: O. Nyaren. 76.7sec.:
5 !

mHimr PO

R.
77.85ec.}

edmond, |

SeC,

The points scores were: O, Nygren 15, H.
Long 13, A, Hunt 13, R. Sormander 13.
T. Redmond 11, D. Davies 8, D. Forsberg
8. . Christoffersen 7. . Pettersen 7.
U. Ericson 6. P. McKenzie 5. R.” Bester
4, T. Edwards 4. T. Blokdvk 3, S. James
1. J. Bekker 1, T. Boshoff 1.

pionship, was beaten 2-0 in the first
"1eg" of his title mateh with Olle
ﬁ;’en at the Pretoria Stadium last

t. But Henry was a happy man
as he left the track. Hl.s Lions’ outfit
had beaten ° Pretori: Eagles, the
leaders, 44-39 in a Natlonal League
mateh.

Lions recently became the - first
team to defeat the Eagles on the
Wembley track, Now comes tfhe
leaders' first defeat on their home
track—and this opens up the Na.tlon&ll
League championship.

Nygren, riding Sormander’s mof
cycle, won. the first heat of the
metch-race in 45 seconds—this, art.er-
a re-run, Long didn’t make a g
start in the second heat, allowing'
Nygren to take the lead. And the|
Eagles’ Scandinavian star held on|
despite Long's repeated challenges
to win by a length. Leading scorers
in the league match were:

Pretoria: Nygren 10 Davlu Blokdyk
7, Mortimer 6. ley: Sorman:
12, Henry Long 9 Chrlstoﬁerscin 7.
Petersen 6.

Peterson and Morumer set new one-
lap records of 146 secs.

night and was never headed. He
won ia 378 secs. The rain came Henry Long had an unhappy night.
before the second heat. Points Apan from losing the match-race
30‘759“ “leg,” he was unable to find his best
W E“BAE"’ {;} 50"&7‘“Kd§" v?'l’_%'?" form in the league match and totalled
oty o T only five points. Leading scores:
mes, | Durban: 12, Forsberg, Hunt. Wemb-
vgren, &: Davies; ley: 10, Petersen; 9, Sormander; 8,
5: Douglas Serrurier; 4: Naude: 3 Wills,
Nemenpie.© Morimer, Harry  Serru-
rier; 2: Scott. tal: 40.

'HUNT, MORTIMER IN
. JREEDWAY TEST

Jﬂn 19 f? {By ERIC LITCHFIELD

Step forward, Alan Hunt, for your first speedway international
in the green-and-gold riding vest of South Africa ... and the same

goes for 20-year-old Neil Mnthmefr,
League leaders

They are included in the Springbok
team for the second Test against the
Scandinavians to be held at Durban’s
Hoy Park track on Saturday, January
28. They replace Arthur Duncan
(broken bone in the right hand) and

|Fred Lang (retired) compared with

1the team beaten 55-53 in the first
|Test at Wembley Stadium last
month,

The Springbok team is:

HENRY LONG (Wembley Lions)
(captain).

ALAN HUNT (Durban Hornets).

ROY BESTER (Springs Stars).

TREVOR REDMOND (Springs

: Stars). i
DAVIES (Pretoria Eagles),

DOUG.
NEIL MORTIMER (Pretoria Eagles),

Reserves for the Test: FRED WILLS
(Wembley Lions) and ROY BROWN-
ING (Durban Hornets).

The Scandinavians, who have only
six fit riders—Basse Hveem has been
advised not to ride again on the

tour—will be given the choice of
the rTeserves,
The decision to Iinclude Hunt,

Birmingham and England captain,
came after he had attended a meet-
ing of the South African Speedway
Riders® Associatjon before he went
out to ride In the South African

match-race championship against
Henry Long, the holder, at Pretoria
Stadium lust night

This brilliant Birmingham rider,
who is having his first season in
South Africa, satisfied officials
that he fully intends settling in
the Union this year. He is, there-
fore, eligible for Test selection.
What does Olle Nygren, captain of

the Scandinavians., think about this
“surprise” move? He sald: “I must
admit that I didn't bargain for Hunt
being in the Springbok Tesi team, I
thought he was just out here as a
free-lance rider. But if he intends
settling in the Union I suppose we
shall have to accept him as z South
African rider. I've no doubt that
he will be a tremendous asset to the
Springboks.”

Mortimer is a splendid performer
on the short track. Thus the Hoy
Park circuit should suit him.,

Although the Pretoria Eagles man
seill lacks experience, the Test
appearance should glve him valuable
practice In preparation for his
Journey to Britain at the end of the
%eﬂuDD He expects to join Blrming-

'T‘revor Redmond bhas called Mor-
timer “Barry Briggss the Second.

Redmond Clinches Test

Vil

FEARLESS ri mg‘&]y Trevor %ﬁmu% £J50uth African Open

Will |

champion, brought him maximum 18 points—and South Africa a
54-53 win—in the third speedway Test before a capacity 8,000 crowd
"It was Redmond, forcing his wav at Pretoria Stadium last night.

through to the front in the final hea
which enabled the Springboks to
duce the Scandinavian team's
to_2-1 in the five matches series.

The Scandinavians went abead
when they won 59-48 at Durban last
Saturday night.

ref

navla
The Springhoks came fo the last e

Christoffersen 6—353

heat needing a 4-2 win to clinch the
match, Lasse Petersen had engine
faflure tn the third lap and Redmond

orced out at the starting gate, came
eaq through to win the heat—and the
Test for South Africa.
South Africa: Redmond 18, Long 14, |
H\int 10, Mortimer 8, |
ester 1,

Edwards 4
Blokdyk 1-—34.  Seandl- |
Sormander 11, Erieson 10,
n . 9, Forsburg 9, Nygren 8.|
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of Pretoria Eagles, the National

LONG FHAMP[ON

It would have been a happy night
for Hunt if he could have taken the
South African match-race champion-
ship off Henry Long. But no. After
winning the first heat in 457 secs.
he suddenly found himself against
an opponent who struck peak form
at the right moment—for Long—and
the holder equalised with a record
three-lap ride of 45 seconds.

The deciding heat was a real
thriller with Long just getting
across the finishing line with half
a wheel to spare, winning in
45.8 secs.

No rest for Long. Immediately
after the mateh-race it was
announced that Olle Nygren, the
Eagles’ captain, would be the next
challenger.

S.A. unlucky in

fourth test on
speedway

CANDINAVIA beat Seuth
Africa 55—53 in the fourth
speedway test match at Wembley
last night but if the luck had been
evenly distributed the score would
have undoubtedly been reversed.
Before the match started it was
agreed that four of the Scandina-
vians should each be allowed to
ride in seven heats and they weie
given their extra positions Olle
Nygren, the visiting captain, did
not take his extra ride but when
the mateh depended on the last
heat wanted to take the place of
Ulf Ericson. The South Africans
demanded that if he did so Henry
Long should also ride. The points
in the heat were shared so ihe
unuaual procedure did not affect
the final result.

FELL IN FRONT

South Africa’s misfortunes be-
gan in the second heat when Alan
Hunt fell when leading the field.
Instead of gaining a 4—2 win the
South Africans went down 2—4.
In the fifth heat Trevor Redmnd
was bumped and hit the safety
fence but Neil Mortimer yent cn
to score major points for the South
Africans for the first time.

Two good efforts by Roy Bester

SPEEDWAY
TOUR_MEN
TO DRIVE

were nullified by a pu and
a selzed engine and in the 1lth.
heat Hunt had an engine failure
when leading.

With three heats to go South
Africa were six points down but
Long and Bester scored a 5—1 win
1 the 17th.

The match provided the best
riding of the season and the te-
cord crowd left the stadium well
satisfied with the final result.

HEAT WINNERS

The heat winners were:

Nygren (8),
R. Sors

5,65 U._ Ericsen

mander (S). 76.3sec.:
Mortimer (SA).

76 6sce: 0. Nyvsren

g Hum (SA).

Lnns (SAJ 77.8se
H. Long (SA),
7E, Ssec.,

The individual scores were:

S AFBICA—H. Long 20, T, Refl-
mond 10, N. Mortimer 8. Hunt R,
g;ﬂer PR S Gk

SCANDINAVIA.—O. Nygren 17,
Sormander 14, U. Ericson 1 K Christops

Isjsrun . L. Pettérsen 6. A. mg 1. Total

ﬂGG JSTOCI((}S‘QQ

TJHE six riders forming the Seandi-
DHuEn Eobedsiny foune faam—
Olle Nygren, Dan Forsbers, Lassg
Petersen, Raoder Ch!'lsruﬂ'ejsml Rune
Sormander and UIf Bricson — will
dilve In the opening Stck Gar mest-
ing of the season at Wembley

Staciumi_on Friday aight
“We plan to hold a Scandinevia-
South An-ic'\ mateh in fhis upening
Buddy Fuller.

eting,' sald Stoclk
Bar " Rsoctatlon - oficial’ s izt
Zhe majority Of " these speerwa:

prepared r their AL
Formberg 1. belll ‘ecovering from
n broken ankle, but hopes 16 be N

for the match,

Meanwhile, the (ourists. who
have  won the speedy: est
series G-l are sl Teavy T

scorers in  Nafional Le

matohes, Nygron (0p-scored with

A0 iy e When i atbrls Eagles.
National  Lea: 1ea

i e el Spries staks o
Olympia Park, Springs on Salur-
day night.

Eaglog were (wo pomts down

when fhey  came to the

final heaf,

ain £l
w. Leading
10 Hols-

ngs.  Red-
5

spee
pomed 186 FHERY. Soee on af Werkbler
Staditm 10-hishf when four leading
Ve , Sormander,
Honry Long and Alan Hunt—take pevt
in a series of three four-lap hea



