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LAKER RODE A-LONG

W. G. DUNCOMBE from
Scuthern Rhodesia. 5157 SsNUK

OQUTH African star Henry
Long won the Rhodesian
Open  Speedway Championship
held at Bulawayo on December
3 with a maximum score of 15
points. Local rider Bev Bird rode
exceptionally well and was well
in the running for the title until
his last race when he crashed.
Non-starters for the meeting
were South African riders Harry
Serrurier, Aubrey Long and
Johnny Gander and the English-
man Eric Boothroyd. They were
involved in a car accident at
Balla Balla and were unable 1o

complete the journey to the
track. None of the riders was
hurt.

Players from the M.C.C.

cricket reap watched the meeting
and [fim Laker presented the
Golden Helmer to Henry Long
after the meeting. Henry per-
suaded Jim 1o do a lap of
honour as pillion passenger after
the presentation.

Points scored were:

Henry Long (S.A.), 15 points;
Alan Hunt (U.K.), 12; Bev. Bird
(Rho.), Jimmy Gooch (UK.
and Johnny Bekker (S5.A.), 10
each; Jimmy Meade (S.A.) and
Peter Williams (U.K.), 9 each;
Pat McKenzie (S.A.), Graham
White and Arthuor Dunean
(S.A), 6 each; Toby Boshoff
(5.A.), 5; Peter Maschke, 4.

At the test

19157 SSELUK

Nick earries
on despite
injuries
by 1. N. TALJAARD

A CROWD estimated to be
10,000 attended the
Goodwood Showgrounds,
Capetown, on December 28,
to see a test match between
South Africa and England.
As the {rack was one-third
of a mile in length, heats
were run over three laps in-
stead of the usual four,
. The result, which was
loudly applauded by the
crowd, was a 57-50 win for
England. Roy Bester (South
Africa) also received a cheer
;vlhen hedrecorded a time of
seconds to set up a speed
of 51 m.ph. Thispwas the
fastest time of the meeting.
Spills were many, six tak-
ing place en the same spot.
Only secrious one involved
the Coventry rider Nick
Nicholls.  Although badly
shaken he continued to race
ir the meeting.

s ice and friendly
iling group of riders.
It is from the South Afri
and all eyes appear to be fi

on Doug Davies as he passes a
flippant remark to Fred Wills. The
others, left to right, are g
Serrurier, Henry Long and Buddy
Fuller. (Where and did you
find time to acquire that smashing
72157 sun tan, Buddy?) ssaux

BESTER Anier.,

* BIRD

Gallant @
performance g

NICHOLL

Injured in
first race

ENGLAND BEAT S.A.

fourth speedway test mafch hetween Sounth Africa and England at the Showpgrounds, Bula- |
= G“%F_&qon Janmary 19, provided very good racing which delighted an éxcellent crowd (reporis

COMBE).

In heat one Henry Long in number one position was away first with Hunt close on his tail, while
Duncan and Nicholls fought it out for third place. On the second

lap, Long, Duncan and Nicholls had ang_ine failure which left

Hunt the sole finisher in 65.6.

Davies made the gate in heat two followed closely by Boothroyd
i i en as a signal to stop by

and Warne. The green light was mi
Davies and he drove on fo the cenfre green.

‘Warne won from Boothroyd and Gooch, Davies pulled out of
the rest of the meeting and his place was taken by local star Bev

Bird. The time was 63.4.

South African Bester took the
lead on the first bend from
Mountford. Williams crashed on

Nicholls: was replaced by
Ligplfoo: in heat r.enj and this

Heat seventeen was a vital
heat for South Africa. One point
behind the question on every-
one’s lips was: Will they get a
vital 5-1 or even a 4-27 Long
was away first and held this posi-
tion until the second bend when
his engine failed. With Duncan
coming third to Boothroyd and
Gooch England were in an un-

SOUTH AFRICA (49): Henry
Long 7, Arthur Duncan 6, Doug
Davies 0, Claude Warne 3, Roy
Bester 18, Neil Moriimer 6, Bev
Bird 9.

ENGLAND (56): Alan Hunt
11, Nick Nicholls 0, Eric Booth-
royd 15, Jimmy Gooch 6, Ron
Mountford 16, Peter Williams 5,
Jimmy Lightfoot 3.

the back straight and Mortimer
moved up into third place. Time
61.0.

1.0.
Jim Lightfoot replaced Nich-
olls in heat four. Lightfoot
crashed on the back straight and

treatment, Bird held Hunt and
Lightfoot off to win in 60.8.

In heat five Bester and Booth-
royd gated together with Gooch
and Mortimer fighting it out for
third place. Bester was first
across the line, Boothroyd sec-
ond and Gooch third to make
the score 11-10 in England’s
favour, Time 60.4.

Mountford led all the way in

heat six. Williams and Long
were in the minor placings, but
Long eventually dropped back to
let Duncan through for the odd
point. Time 61.2,
Springbok Bester again showed
hiz class in heat seven when he
gained a length’s lead at the
start. Hunt, Nicholls and Morti-
mer all made a great try to
match his pace, but Nicholls
dropped ont with engine trouble.
Mortimer edged past Hunt to
make the score England 20,
South Africa 19. Time 60.0.

It was Boothroyd first away
in heat eight, but Long and Dun-
can feam rode to peg Geoch
}ézczk into fourth place. Time

Heat nine, the last race before
the interval, found Bird South
Africa’s only starter and he held
the lead until a last bend inci-
dent when Mountford and Wil-
liams passed him. Time 60.8.

for the
rest of the meeting. Long found
his best form and won from
Mortimer, Hunt had engine
trouble, Long's winning time
was 61.4.

Bird was out again on his
own in heat eleven, This time
the speed of the Englishmen
Boothroyd and Gooch on the
bends was too much for him and
he came third. Time 62.8.

It was cracker-jack Bester
again in heat twelve and after a
last bend duel with Mountford
he won with partner Mortimer
third, Time 61.2.

The South African number
three and four pairing were
again replaced by Bird and he
held the lead until the last hend
of the first lap when Hunt took
the lead and stayed there (o re-
ceive the chequered flag. Light-
foot took third place to make
the score England 40, South
Africa 35. Time was 614,

Heat fourteen was a thrilling
duel from start to finish and
Bester pipped Boothroyd for
first place while Mortimer did
the same to Gooch for third
spot. Time was 61.6.

Although Long challenged
strongly in heat fifteen, Mount-
ford held the lead. Duncan took
third placing from Williams,
Time was 61.2.

Heat sixteen was a close, fast
duel and the time recorded was
the fastest of the night. Bester's
win from Hunt gave him a maxi-
mum. Mortimer came in third.
The score was now England 47,
South Africa 46. Bester’s fast
{ime was 59.9,

ﬁg"ﬁ“\m position, The time was

Last race again saw Rird the
only South African on the grid.
He held the lesd until the sec-
ond lap when Mountford broad-
sided past him to win, Williams
took third place and England
had won by seven poinfs with a
score of 56 race lime
was 61

After the test match, the two
captains, Henry Long and Alan
Hunt, lined up for the “Golden
Helmet” Race. It was neck and
neck until Hunt’s engine failed
1o leave Long the only finisher.

A grand climax to the meeting
was the presentation of trophies
by Mayor Phillips of Bulawayo.

Happy group of riders above are the West Rand Rockets from South
Africa. Line up is Howdy Byford, Peter Bast, Peter Greyling, Peter
Craven, Trevor Blokdyk and Ray Cresp (back row). Dave Hardman,
Lou Van Warthasen (team manager) and Percy Binder. Southampton
fans will doubtless agree that Binder bears a strong facial resemblance
2257 SSNUK to Charlie May.
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SEX SPEEDW AY STAR & NEWS, Feb 16, 1957

LONG WINS
OPEN TITLE

Gooech & Lightfoor
best for Eenuty

Mrs. Bonnie Boothroyd

Englan d (wife of Eric)

Johannesburg, South Africa.
‘HE meetings scheduled for January 11 and 12 were cancelled
Iiecause of mm, but everything went according to plan at
burg, on Januvary 19, when the Wemb-

The East Rand Stars parade for a team photo and included
in their ranks are several well-known British speed personali-
ties. Left to right are Dennis Newton, Fred van Zyl, Trevor
Redmond, Nic Dormehl, Ronnie Genz (back row). Trevor
Bond, Rusty Gay (team manager) and Dick Scott.

ley Championship was siaged.

Jimmy Gooch rode very well indeed, and with Eric Boothroyd,
was the best of the English boys. In heat six Jim Lightfoot missed
the gate, but battled his way through to second place to challenge
Roy Bester. Unfortunately Jim fell off but was not hurt.

The climax of the meeting came in heat twenty when Henry
Long, Doug Davies and Roy Bester, who had all scored twelve
points, lined up with Alan Hunt. Bester missed the tapes and left
Long and Davies to battle out the result. Long eventually won with
Davies and Bester behind him

Scorers: Henry Long 15, Dnug Davies 14, Roy Bester 13, Eric
Boothroyd 12, Jimmy Gooch 11, Claude Warne 8, Peter Williams
7, Nick Nicholls 7, Alan Hunt 7, Pat McKenzie 6, Arthur Duncan
%ol‘l"im 3Ligh(foot 5, Toy Edwards 4, Johnny Gander 3, Dave

ins 3.

2387 SSMUK

Davies and Duncan ma
Commonwealth| ~2Y< Y@ e st

llot return to England match between Europe and the
beat Europe
SN UK

Commonwealth tcam.
26.2.57

cables RAY CRESP

Pretoria, Transvaal.
HE Commonwealth speedway team
made no mistakes in the first test
match against Europe at Randfontein on
January 31. The Commonwealth boys

went into the lead in heat three afier two

drawn races and from thence onwards
held the advantage to win by 56-50.

The nearest Europe got to taking the
lead was in heat 13 when they pulled up
to one point of the Commonwealth to
make the score 39-38. But that was the
best that Europe could do and the Com-
monwealth resisted the challenge to in-
crease the lead to half a dozen points in
the last four races.

Ronnie Genz crashed in heat 5 and

forced Olle Nygren to stop his machine.
When they carried “Genne” off on a
streicher everyone feared that the injury
was serious.  The doctor's examination
revealed that he had a badly sirained
back and wanted him 10 pull out of the
rest of the match.

Although suffering and in  obvious
agony, Genz pluckily insisted on riding.

Tiny Peter Craven started the match
off in his usual speedy style and clocked
a new time for the track of 60.5 seconds,
But for a fall in heat four, Craven might
well have scored another of his cus-
tmary maximums, for he won all his
remaining races.  In the fall Peter hurm
his leg and damaged his bike afier
Howdy Cornell ran into him.

Barry Briges wopped the Commonwealth
score chart with fifteen points  while
Trevor Redmond and myself scored four-
teen each.

EUROPE (50): P. Craven (England) 15,
Olle Nygren (Sweden) 9, Howdy Byford
(England) 9%, Frank Johnson (Eng.) 7,
Dennis Newton (Eng.) 5, Ronnie Genr
(Eng.) 4, Jim Scott (South Aifrica, res.) 0.
COMMONWEALTH (56): Burry Briges
(New Zealand) 15 Trevor Redmond
(South Africa) 14, Ray Cresp (Australia)
14, Fred van Zyl (South Africa) 5,
Trevor Blokdyk Africa) 5
Howdy Comell (South Africa) 3.

writes
Mrs BONNIE BOOTHROYD

Johannesburg, South Africa.

Y now the news of the fatal accident

to Alan Hunt will be known to all

but the details might not. The fatality

happened during the second part of the

meeting at Wembley Stadium, Johannes-

burg, on February 1, when Klerksdorp

Hawks were racing Durban Hornets in
a league match,

Alan was out in the lead when his
motor stopped and he was thrown. Sev-
eral observers are of the opinion that he
hit the safety fence while others disagree
with this view. He was taken to hospital
with a fracture to the base of the skull
and died between 2-2.30 a.m. on Satur-
day, February 2. Everyone was deeply
shocked at the accident.

Mrs. Eve Hunt flew from Durban on
Saturday morning. Considering the
shock she is taking everything very well.
All the boys have promised to help her
and see that she does not want for any-
thing.

The funeral was scheduled for Feb-
ruary 6 but details have not been final-
ised as Mrs. Hunt wants the body cre-
mated so that the ashes can be taken back
to England for burial.

- - -

RON Mountford hoped to
have his foot out of plaster
by February 8 and hoped to ap-
pear in the Wembley meeting of
that date. . . . Peler Craven and
the rest of his party will be
sailing with our group on the
“Pretoria Castle” on March 14.
EE

THE meeting at Wembley

Stadium on Febroary 1
featured two league matches. The
first was Wembley Lions v. Dur-
ban Hornets, the second Klerks-
dorp Hawks v. Durban Homnets.
Eric Boothroyd again guested as
captain of the Hawks. Until the
fatal accident to Alan Hunt
racing was very keen and ex-
citing,

WEMBLEY LIONS (46):
Henry Long 9, Peter Williams 8,
Aubrey Long 7, Arthur Duncan
7, Pat McKenzie 6, Toby Bosh-
off 4, John Meade 4, Stan Hopf
1. DURBAN HORNETS (32):
Jimmy Gooch 9, Alan Hunt 8,
Johnny Gander 7, Vern McWil-
liams 4, B. Mofley 2, H. Brem-
ner 2, Graham White 0, C.
Slater 0.

DURBAN HORNETS (38):
Johnny Gander 10, Jimmy
Gooch 8, Alan Hunt 6, Vemn
McWilliams 5, B. Motley 3,
Graham White 3, Hooky Brem-
ner 3, C. Slater 0. KLERKS-
DORP HAWKS (32): Eric
Boothroyd 10, Neil Mortimer 9,
Johnny Bekker 5, John Acker-
man 5, B. Maddern 2, Harry
Pretorius 1, Peter Mascke 0,
Yohnny Pinto 0.

The match was run offl under
terrible  conditions due {0 a
heavy downfall of rain during
the afternoon. Throughout the
meeting  riders  battled against
terrible odds and the result of
54-53 in Europe’s favour was, to
quote one correspondent, “rather .
meaningless™.

Peter Craven crashed in his
second race and damapged some
ligaments in his left leg,

He caught hiz leg under his
ke when he spilled, was rushed
to hospital and had the complete
leg placed in plaster. We all feel
very sorry for him, for he has
been nding very well and it
seems a very cruel twist of fate
that he should be cut down,

This was definitely a match in
which courage plaved a very
prominent part. Veteran Fred
van Zyl of the Commonwealth
team only scored one point . . .
and to score it he had to push
his bike home.

Olle Nyegren and Barry Briges
scored seventeen points  each,
and cach spoilt the other’'s maxi-
mum chances,

Actually, Olle scored another
three points when pressed in as a
replacement for Pete Craven in
one race. Byford and Newton
also had seven rides.

EUROPE (54): Olle Mygren
20, Ronnie Genz 4, Peter Craven
3, Frank Johnson 10, Howdy
Byford 6, Dennis Wewton 11.

COMMONWEALTH (53): Barry
Briges 17, Howdy Cornell 3,
Trevor Redmond 13, Fred van
Zyl 1, Ray Cresp 15 Trevor
]]Io&dvk 3, Jimmy Scuﬂ (res.) L
Final meeting of a hectic week
took place on the new circuit at
Rustenburg on February 9 when
Preforia Eagles drew with Rus-
tenburg Rockets 49 points all.
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cont'd

rppnrm Mrs. B. Boothroyd

Tohanneshurg, Tranivaal.

Sﬂt‘l’il Alriea beal England by 57-51 im the fourth fest mateh
al YWemhle ﬁ Stadiie, Johanmesharg, en Friday, Februsry 15,

The English

were very slow from e gaie, hod don’i ke

tha| & am excise For defeat, beeause the mecling was oueellimt

and b mcing st cles,
Hiat 3 was a rermific oo and

only in the third lap did .l'ilru:u_!i

Ciondy mansge 1 edge past fying Roy Bester 10 take 1|r|:|r} Bl

Morismer was unabds Lo line up
nnd thiz enabled the Springhoks
ta “hlosd™ Jolany Giander i5 in-
termational rading. :
However b mn ap  against
still apposilion i Doug Davies,
Eric Boothroyd and  Jimeny
Cinesehy amd came in fourth.
The hfth Beat had kg crowad
pamping wiih excitement as Eng-
land= Pmll.‘i; al Kea Metaniford
and Mick Nicholls rode wheel 10
wheel to peg back Hoy Besier.
This was an unheky réas for
Boy bamuze oo the last bend ho
rienoed engime (reahle,
immy Liooch shook eversang
in heat & when he jomped nie
ilig Feal aid led e redealicible
Heney Long Tor fwo fps. It
inkis @ very pood mam thoogh o
beat "Poker Face Thal" af Wem-
bley and ke proved his superiors
ii¥ by weriaking Gooch, W was
a gplésulid iry thomph by Jimmy.
There was o nasty looking muix
wp s hear 10 whes Johnny Can-

der, this lime replasing Arthur H

Durcan, reared on ibe peic and
Brought deswn Tieeny Lightfoocd,
lim wasz only bruised and took
part in the re-mun, won hy Lang
froiy Boodhropd,  Gander  was
excludad,

Im hene 10 Sauth Aleis seared
their fiest 3-1 of the maich whem
Chiog Daviies and Mell Mostianes
outprced Res Mousifond. The

1 heat 4 Becare of eagine treshle

Alrica XX England 3,

Heat 12 was drawn 3-3 but in
1Be nent heil Davees &nd Mos-
timer soored a seoond 5-1 for
Souwth Africa, thig tiee 2t the
SRpEnn il Eric Boothroid wha
tricd  desporadcly fo split chom
far dhe full Toue lsps. South
Alrica wenl inko ihe ke Tor the
firsi time

South Alrica kepl the presur:
up @niil the end of the madch
anid were worihy winners on ghis
showing.

Hewy u.'\-ll” 'Hl:!l 11
Ligkefoan,
oid, P Ih M

|.-"w: ?‘C--I'-lﬁu.l

'ﬂ'llun-,
Boalbromd,  Lbdwbori 5
Sleametord, Michall, Tewer, 7%
e Loy, Oisanh W iR, 35

T
B Lowne, Soumilend, b, 1-1;
b BScrriTmeT,

BEeus, Macthrawd, Lidufzoe,
ik,

Blanirer, M
Slckeric,

1ol
Lkl & Hos  Moseilosd

Midselle 7, Frim Wilam: I.
frocech L1, Dhrve Dol o) il

waore i this stage was Sowih eide

9.3.57 Ew

Johannesburg, Transvaal.
‘HE maich beiween a South
African Select and England
at Springs on February 20 was
won by the Springboks by 39-33.
Ron Mountford, although riding
with a cracked rib, was in terrific
form.

Heat 1: Doug Davies made the
gate with Ron Mountford push-
ing him all the way and even-
tually passing him on the last
lap in the fastest time of the
night. Mountford, Davies, Ed-
wards, 64.1 seconds.

Heat 2: FEric Boothroyd and
Nich Nicholls made the gate and
held off the Springbok pairing of
Henry and Aub Long for a 5-1
win. Boothroyd, Nicheolls, H.
Long, 654,

Heat 3: South Africa retaliated
with a 5-1 when Roy Bester and
Claude Warne made the gate and
held out Jimmy Gooch and
Jimmy Lightfoot. Bester, Warne.
Gooch, 65.1.

Heat 4: Boothroyd made the
gate and had a grand duel with
Davies for the full four laps.
Bcgthroyd Davies, Edwards,

Heat 5: Gooch chased Long
but couldn’t quite make it. H.
Long, Gooch, Lightfoot, 65.2.

Heat 6: A terrific race
Mountford battling it out with
Bester in the froni while Peter
‘Williams had a similar duel with
Claude Warne at the back.
Mountford, Besier, Warne, 65.4.

Heat 7: Davics, Gooch, Lightfoot, 65.9.

Heat 8: A very good race but this iime
Mountford mis: the gate and couldn't
make the front. H. ILona, Mountford,
McKenzic, 658,

Hear 90 All four riders fought wheel 1o
wheel throughour the f Hester,
Boothroyd, Nicholls, 65.1.

Heat 10: Another grand race with the
winner in _doubt until thc last bend.
McKenzic, Bester, Gooch, 65.8.

: Mountford, Edwards,

At the start of lhl\-. me gimal
S, 32.

Light-

. The race
but wasn't.

Boothroyd chased after the
On the Jast bend Boothroyd
had a flai tyre and was thrown into the
fence. Tt looked nasty but hl: got_to his
feet. badly shaken and bruised. Davies
Longz, Williams, 66.0.

SOUTH AFRICA SELECT (39): Doug
Davies 10, Roy Bester 10, Henry FLong
, Toy Edwards 4, Pat McKenzie 4.
AT, 2, Aub Lons ING

Ron Moun crrd
ON 8, ¥immy Gooch 6, Jim -
'!\ﬁdllﬂl'l 3, Peter Williams

Lo
SRR

e Warne

LAND (33)
Boothi

1.
Willi st bartl = Jot_of engine
trouble while Jim Lightfoor “*seized’’ his
motor  and rode borrowed bikes  all

through the mat.
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N AFA]N BONNIE BOOTHROYD

SPEEDWAY STAR & NEWS,

HE major individual event of
the South African season,
the 1957 Speedway Champion-
ship of South Africa was staged
at Wembley Stadium, Johannes-
burg, on Friday, February 22.
Henry Long won the event with
15 points, with Ron Mountford
runner-up with 14 points.
Sharing joint third place were
Eric Boothroyd and Doug
Davies, who scored 12 points,
These four riders and Roy Bester
rode very well throughout the

mcu!mg
t 1: H. Long, N. Nicholls,
E. Lc\\'elzmd 76.2.

Heat 2: Ron Mountford broke
first with Jim Gooch and Claude
Warne contesting second place.
Gooch took the verdict. Time
T77.2.

Heat 3: A terrific fight between
Jim Lightfoot and Pat McKenzie
for second place. McKenzie
made it by about half an inch.
D Davies, P. McKenzie, I.
Lightfoot, 77.2.

Heat 4: Roy Bester was first
away. Eric Boothroyd and Peter
Williams fought out second place.
R. Bester, E. Boothroyd, P. Wil-
liams, 77.9.

Heat 5: A terrific race; Ron
Mountford and Roy Bester rode
wheel to wheel and neither gave
an inch, Bester fell on the last
lap but suffered nothing worse
than a few bruises. R. Mount-
ford, N. Nicholls, J. Lightfoot,
77.8.

Heat 6: E. Boothroyd, P. Mc-
Kenzie, E. Loveland, 78.9.

The line-zp below s not the
South African team that did duty
at Wembley but several of those
in the phote bolow were mem-
bers of the vietorious squad that
beat England in Johannesburg,
Left to right are Doug Davies,
e&ﬁeﬂer, Toy Edwards and Pat
McKenzie (back row); Arthur
Duncan and HEII?' Long (knee-
ling

= Brummies fill first three

8357 SSN. UK

Places in Hunt trophy meet

Johannesburg, S.A.

N Febroary 106, the

majority of the top

line riders in South Africa

fravelled to Durban to race

in the “Alan Hunt Memorial

Trophy” reports Mrs. Bonnie
Boothroyd.

Doug Davies won the event
with a fifteen point maxi-
mum and he was followed
home by Eric Boothroyd
(13) and Neil Mortimer (12).
It seemed a very nice tribute
1o Alan to have three Brum-
mies taking the first three
placings.

There was a nasty accident
in the first race when Basil
Motley fell in the path of
Henry Long who could not
avoid a collision.

Another mix up occurred

March 16, 1957

in heat three when Johnny
Gander and Ron Mountford
collided after the finish.
Gander suffered concussion,
while Mountford damaged
his machine. Neither took
any further part in the meet-
ng.

In heat sixteen Mortimer,
Boothroyd and Long rode
wheel to wheel throughout
the race and only on the last
bend did they sort themselves
ut with Long winning from
Boothroyd and Mortimer.

Full scorers were Doug
Davies 15, Eric Boothroyd
13, Neil Mortimer 12, Henry
Long 11, Roy Browning 11,
Roy Bester 9, Jimmy Gooch
8, Jim Lightfoot 7, Arthur
Duncan 7, Vern McWilliams
5, Hooky Bremmer 5, Dave

Collins 4, Ron Mountford 2,
Johnny Gander 0, Graham
White 0.

"

= =

On the same evening the

“East Rand Handicap™ was
staged at Springs. Nick

" Nicholls rode very well from

his back mark handicap and
came in second to Toy
Edwards.

Full scorers: Toy Edwards
15, Nick Nicholls 12, Ernest
Blignant 11, Pat McKenzie
11, Peter Williams 10, Theo
Nel 10, Jimmy Meade 9,
Dave Naude 9, Claude
Warne 7, Johnny Ackerman
6, Toby Boshoff 4, Stan
Hopf 3, Ernie Loveland 2,
Ron Bantjes 2, Dave Watson
1.

THIRTEEN

HENRY LONG IS NEW
S. AFRICAN CHAMPION

.
exclusive
Heat 7: Doug Davies was first
away with Jimmy Gooch and
Arthur Duncan having a battle

royal for second place. D.
Davies, J. Gooch, A. Duncan,
8.9,

Heat 8: H, Long, P. Williams,
C. Warne, 77.5.

Heat 9: A good race between
Williams and Nicholls for sec-
ond place, D, Davies, P. Wil-
liams, N. Nicholls, T8.0.

Heat 10: R. Mountford, I.
Meade, T. Edwards, 75.0.

Heat 11: Ag the race began so
the rain started to fall. This
made the track very slippery. Jim
Lightfoot fell and the race was
stopped. Jim was excluded from
the re-run. E. Boothroyd, A.
Duncan, C. Warne, 79.9,

Heat 12: Henrv Long and Roy
Bester clashed—and had a real
tear up for three laps. H. Long,
R. Bester, J. Gooch, 77.0.

Heat 13: Eric Boothroyd was
first away. Jimmy Gooch and
Jimmy Meade fought it out for
second place. Meade held tight
for three laps then had to give
“best” to Gooch. Time 80.0.

Heat 14: Doug Davies and

Roy Bester met and both made
the gate together. It was a terrific
race and Davies just made it
across the line. Warne was third.
Time 79.5.

Heat 15: Theo Nel took the
place of Arthur Duncan, who
was a non-starter because of en-
gine trouble. R. Mountford, P.
Williams, P. McKenzie, 79.0.

Heat 16: H. Long, T. Edwards,
T. Boshoff, 78.7.

Heat 17: A very good race
with Micholls holding his own to
the finish., N, Nicholls, P. Mc-
Kenzie, C. Warne, B0.8.

Heat 18: 1. Gooch, P, Wil-
liams, E. Loveland, 80.7,

Heat 19: Jimmy Meade made
the gate and held Bester off until
the last bend. This had the crowd
on their toes, R, Bester, J. Meade,
T. Boshoff, 81.0.

Heat 20: This was the race of
the night. In it were Ron Mount-
ford (12), Eric Boothroyd (11),
Doug Davies (12), Henry Long
(12). It was every man for him-
self from start to finish, On the
third lap Davies fell while duel-
ling with Long. He wasn't hurt,
just bruised. H, Long, R, Mount-

final report by (Mrs.) B. Boothroyd

ford, E. Boothroyd.

After this race the three riders
went to the centre and made a
brief speech before doing a lap
of honour on the tractor.

Scorers: Henry Long (South
Africa) 15, Ron Mountford
(England) 14, Eric Boothroyd
(England) 12, Doug Davies

(South Africa) 12, Jimmy Gooch
(England) 10, Roy Bester (S.A.)
10, Peter Williams (England) 9,
Nick Nicholls (England) 8, Pat
McKenzie (8.A) 7, Jimmy
Meade (S5.A.) 5, Claude Warne
(S 5, Arthur Duncan (S.A.)
3, Toy E.dwards (8.A.) 3, Ernie
Loveland (S.A) 3, Jim nghtfoot
(England) 2, lnby Boshoff (S.A.)
2. Theo Nel (res.) (S.A.) 0.

As you will know from the
report by Joy Greenhalgh (see
page 12} England beat South
Africa by 5949 at Durban to
win both the match and the
ashes. The racing was good and
close with England just the more
solid team.

Vic Ridgeon came in as re-
serve for England in place of
Nick Nicholls in the last race

(Continued on page 14)
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Former Rye House and Southampton

rider ¥ic Ridgeon (photo above) was

reserve for England |l| the Ffth test

match, In his only race Yic created a
very good imprestion indeed.

IIE British Speedway riders
were in fing form for the
final “Test” against S.A., and
they are to be congratulated on
their fing performance. The
meeting was one of the best of
the season at Hoy Park, Durban,
and was notable for the out-
standingly good team riding of
the British lads in particular,
The entire match was a delight
to watch, and though the South
Africans iried hard, they were
simply not good ¢nough, and
were out-ridden,
For all this, the rider of the
night was a South African—top

point scorer Doug Davies, who,
with an injured ankle, rode bril-
liantly. Only once was he beaten
by the British team riding, and
¢ven then he managed to gain
second place.

Henry Long, too, rode hard
and well and provided his share
of thrills for (he spectaiors.

HEAT 1: Ron Mountford gated
fast and well and led the field
from start to finish, though
Henry Long and Roy Browning
battled hard to catch him.

Result: R. Mountford, H.
Long, R. Browning. Time S56.1
secs,

BESTER BEST

30.357 aﬁ'gﬁay Southern Rhodesia.

N TInternational Best Pairs was staged

at the Bulawayo Showgzrounds and

was won by the South Alfrican pairing

of Roy Bester and Arthur Duncan, who

scorcdl  twenty  poimis  (reports W, G
Duneombe),

Prior to the start of the meeting the
crowd stood for two minues silence as
tribute 1o Alan Hunt while during the
interval a collection was made for his
dependants, The result was £103/8/4d.,
a very grand show and surcly proof how
much Hunt's skill and personality was
appreciated by Rhodesian fans,

There was only one spill during the
meeting when Vie Ridgeon overslid on
the first bend in hear 12,

Scorers werer Bester and Duncan 20;
Mounitford and Geoch 19; Long  and
Warne 17: Boothrovd and Nicholls 16;
Williams and Ridgeon 7; Gander and
Bird 4. Henry Long was unbeaten as an
individual, scoring fiftcen points.

Long also beat Ron Mountford in a
captain’s challenge match. For a while
hoth rode neck and neck bur Mountford
“hblew' his motor. Climaxing the meet-
ing was the “Golden Helmet,” run over
tw heats and a final.

Bester won from Boothroyd and Warne
in that order.

Speedway-SA.com
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HEAT 2: Doug Davies was
well to the fore and never looked

# like being beaten, though Eric
{ Boothroyd and Jim Lightfoot

rode fast and well,
Result: D. Davies, E. Boath-
royd, J. Lightfoot. Time 556

SECS,

HEAT 3: With the points still
even excitement mounted, and
this race proved most exeiting.

\ Jim Gooch showed that he has

mastered the tricky circuit, and
excelled himself, He is popular
in Durban, for his many good
rides for the Hormets, and he
was cheered to victory in spite
of being on the opposing side!
Result: J. Gooch, R. Bester,
N. Nicholls. Time 56.2 secs.
HEAT 4: Once again Doug
Davies proved himself, although
Williams and Mountford were in
the lead, team riding, for two
laps. On the pits bend of the
third lap Mountford rode slightly
wide, and Doug was through and
to the front like a flash, with the
crowd going wild,
Result: D. Davies, P. Wil-
liams, R. Mountford. Time 55.1

eCs,

HEAT 5: The defeat of the
S.A. team really started in this
heat, and the British team riding
tactics were well to the fore. Roy
Bester tried hard for an opening
which never came.

Result: J. Lightfoot, E. Booth-
royd, R. Bester. Time 558 seces.

HEAT 6: Gooch and Nicholls
hit the first bend together, closely
followed by Browning and Long,

who simply could not break
through, in spite of all their
efforts.

Result: Gooch, Nicholls,

Browning. Time 559 secs,
HEAT 7: Different riders, but
very similar to the two previous
heats!
Result; P, Williams, R, Mount-
ford, R. Bester. Time 56.2 secs.
South African hopes were now
very low, with a 14 point deficit.
HEAT 8: This was definitely
Henry Long's race, and though
Roy Browning tried hard he
simply did not have either the
speed or skill to keep Boothrovd

and Lightfoot from breaking
through.

Result: H. Long, E. Booth-
royd, J. Lightfool, Time 556
SCCS,

HEAT 9: Result: D, Davies,

J. Gooch, N. Nicholls, Time 55.3
SECS,

HEAT 10: The crowd went
wild with excitement to see Long
and Browning turning the tables
on the British riders—could they
keep up the team riding or
would the opposition prove too
much for Roy? It didnt, and
they treated us to a S-1 victory.

SPEEDWAY STAR & NEWS, March 16, 1957

"South Africa were
- beaten by England

by JOY GREENHALGH

Result: H, Long, R, Browning,
P. Williams. Time 55.1 secs.

HEAT 11: This time team
riding almost defeated Doug
Davies, but he managed, after a
terrific battle, to break through
and pass Boothroyd, but could
not catch Lightfoot.

Result: T, L:ghtfoot D. Davies,
E Boothroyd, Time 55.7 secs,

HEAT 12: But for an engine
failure for MNick Nicholls, team
riding would have again beaten

us.

Result: R. Bester, J. Gooch, A.
Duncan, Time 55.9 secs,

HEAT 13: Result: D. Davies,
R Mountiord, P. Williams. Time
55.8 secs,

HEAT 14: Eric Boothroyd
came to grief but was fortunately
not hurt.

Result: J. Lightioot, R. Bester,
A. Duncan. Time 56.1 secs.

HEAT 15: Once again Henry
Long defeated the team riding
tactics and rode brilliantly.

Result: H. Long, J. Gooch, N,
Nicholls, Time 56.0 secs.

HEAT 16: Roy Bester retired

with engine trouble.

Result: R. Mountford, A. Dun-
can, P. Williams. Time 56.3 secs.

HEAT 17: Jim Lightfoot was
too much for Roy Browning and
soon broke up the team riding,

Result: H. Long, J. Lightfoot,
R Browning. Time 55.9 secs.

HEAT 18: It says much for the
standard of racing, for interest
did not wane in the last event of
the evening, even though South
Africa were well and truly
beaten.

Vie Ridgeon had his first ride
and proved to be fairly capable.

Result: D. Davies, J. Gooch,
¥. Ridgeon. Time 60 secs.

Scorers were:

SOUTH AFRICA: H. Long
(capt,) 14, R. Browning 5, D.
Davies 17, P. McKenzie 0, R,
Bester 9, A. Duncan 4, V, Mec-
Williams (res.) 0. Total 49.

ENGLAND: R. Mountford
(capt) 11, P. Williams 8, E.
Boothroyd 7, . Lighifoot 13, I.
Gooch 14, N. Nicholls 5, V. Rid-
geon (res.) 1. Total 59,

EUROPE WIN TEST

23.3. A%
22 Sglrue%xr:a, Transvaal.

ESPITE strong opposition

from Barry Briggs, Swedish
rider Olle Nygren led the Euro-
pean team to a 59-49 points win
over the Commonwealth in the
third test match at Pretoria on
March 1 (cables I. N. TAL-
JAARD).

There was a gap between the
performances of Nygren and his
team mates, but while they did
not stand out so brilliantly as
individualists, they did impress
with solid scoring and it was this
fact that gave them victory.

In the Commonwealth team,

Briggs and Redmond were the

Recently roturmed from South

Africa were the two
touring parties,

forgotten comes in the
above,

lady friend, Eric
Frank Johnzon, M.
Boothro,
Peter FAYEen,
¥ic Ridgeon,

Oxford

'ord. Front row shows Mrs.

Briges, the
children.  Barry

PEEDWAY STAR & NEWS, April 20, 1957

Proof that the
differentes of winter have

Lined wp left to
{back row)} are: Ronnie Genz, a
Bu-nthrurg,

Mrs. Brenda Craven,
Ron Mountford,
Ted Flanaghan

Briggs,
Cresp, Denniz Mewton and
HMicho

star men but only Cresp offered
them any real support. Cornell
proved that he still has much to
learn and several times was
forced to give way when forceful
European riders challenged him.

Best time of the meeting was
by Olle Nygren in heat 3 when
he headed Briggs in the very fast
time of 60.2 seconds.

EUROPE (59): Olle Nygren
18, Ronnie Genz 11, Howdy By-
ford 11, Frank Johnson 10, Den-
nis Newton 9, Kev Robertson 0.

COMMONWEALTH (49) :
Barry Briggs 16, Trevor Red-
mond 14, Ray Cresp 8, Howdy
Cornell 4, Dick Scott 3, Trevor
Blokdyk 3, Charlie Branders 1.

Hornets win

30357 SSNUK  Durban, Natal.
Y beating Wembley Lions d46-26,
Durban Hornets made certain of
being champions of the South African
speedway league. This match, which took
place on Tuesday, March 12, had been
cancelled on the previous three days be-
cause of raim.

It was casy going for the hard riding
Hornets riders. In nine races their men
were in two of the point scoring glots,
and the final reckoning showed that they
had won twelve of the fourteen races.

Best for Durban Hornets was the Vic
Ridgeon-Roy Browning pair who scored
ninctecn points in four races. Doug
Davies took the honours as the best in-

dividual, his tally being eleven points.

Henry Long and the English rider Eric
Boothroyd were best for the visning com-
bination.




