THE HENRY LONG COLLECTION
Part 6 - U.K. YEARS, 1948 - 1952

1948

Buddy Fuller and Henry Long arrived in the UK in the European summer of '48 and the SA
National champion Fuller was roped into the depleted Div.3 Hastings side. They routed the
Coventry Bees 60-24 with Fuller one point short of a paid max. 10 days later Henry Long was
given a reserve berth with Div.2 Sheffield Tigers in a Challenge match against Cradley Heath,
(lining up against Alan Hunt in his very first UK ride.) The outcome was a 48-all draw. He
achieved a second-half win in his third meeting and a match heat win a month later, and
continued to hold down the No.8 position until his September departure home.

1949

Seven South African riders competed in the UK in 1949, Mssrs. Boshoff (Plymouth), Quick
(Edinburgh), v.d.Vyver (Leicester), Wills, (Liverpool) and Doug Serrurier (Liverpool) joining Fuller
and Long. But this time Henry crossed the Pennines to make a pitch for a Division 1 place with
the famous Belle Vue Aces in Manchester. He endured a month of only second-half rides before
being given a reserve slot in a couple of Challenge matches against Div.2 sides, then it was 2
months as a Belle Vue 'Reserve Lge.’ rider, (a 4-heat, 2-man, 2 rides, second-half competition,) in
which role, with one exception against Wembley reserves, he conceded just 2 pts to the
opposition in 20 rides. This and his patience was finally rewarded with a first team place in the
Aces team in September and in his 4 matches, - 2 National Trophy and 2 league - , he totalled
14+2 pts before returning to the Union.

Four days after his wedding in Johannesburg, Henry
Long, watched by his bride Maureen, was riding at No.2 in
Belle Vue's opening fixture of the season at New Cross
London, (They are seen left on his JAP, departing from
o'burg the day following the ceremony.) Henry held a first
' team place throughout the bulk of his second season in
. Manchester, scoring over 200 points in 42 matches. In the
| Home & Away matches against Bradford on Whit Monday
| he had his best meeting to date with 3 wins in the Belle Vue
' leg, bettered by a 12pt maximum at Birmingham in July, this
in turn topped by a 5-ride paid max, (13+2) at home to New
Cross at the end of July. The British season ran through to
the end of October and to the Aces inter-divisional
| Challenge match at Coventry, where Henry was again in
double figures, 11pts, conceding to the opposition only in
! his last ride of the night and of the season.

1951

It was late April and Belle Vue's 6™ meeting when Henry Long arrived back in the UK in 1951. He
won his first ride at the Zoological Gardens, the track's location in Manchester amid the famous
amusement park and exhibition complex, and against the same Odsal opposition 2 weeks later in
the double Whitsun holiday fixture, scored a paid max (11+1) on the 370yd. Bradford track. After a
place on the rostrum (3",) in the following week's individual meeting he endured his worst result
of the season at Bristol with a single point then 8 days later topped the score chart with a full
12pt. maximum against West Ham. The World Championship qualifiers were staged throughout
the summer but with just 13pts from his 2 Championship Round meetings any aspirations for
Wembley and the Final were ended.

Henry was selected for the Overseas team's international against England at Belle Vue, making
7+2 points, and in the Aces match against a USA team notched his highest score of the year with
a 14 paid 16 total in the Aces 67-41 win. The home season closed the following week with HL
again on the rostrum of the 100 Guineas Trophy meeting, having dropped just one point to the
winner, - his skipper Jack Parker.
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The U.K. Years, ... cont'd.

1952

1952 was a milestone year for Henry. He had swept all before him in the SA summer, and it had
not been his intention to race in England in '52, but with Belle Vue missing both himself and
Parker at the start of the year the Aces were languishing at the foot of the table, having been
runners-up the preceding 3 seasons. After many phone calls a deal was secured in June to fly the
new South African Champion and his family to England, though too late for the Whitsun H&A
Odsal matches in which he'd previously excelled. Against Wimbledon Henry made a dream
return, topping the score chart with double figures and winning the Scratch Race Final, but alone
could only hold the Dons to a draw. He was to be Aces' top scorer in many further matches, and
only 4 times in the season did he not win at least one heat in every meeting, home or away.

In July he successfully worked through the initial rounds of the World Championship and in
August went through the card unbeaten, match and scratch races, against both Bradford and
Norwich. His form was coming to a peak, and Henry's two meetings at West Ham and Harringay in
the last World Championship rounds and his resultant 23 points delivered what was to be the
zenith of his racing career, - a place in the World Final at Wembley! In the first year that the Final
was broadcast live on British TV, Henry Long became the first South African to appear in a
speedway World Final, and his 7 points confirmed him to be amongst the top flight of the world's
riders, not just at home in the Transvaal but in the international spotlight.

1952 was Henry Long's final year of riding in the U.K.

Henry Long's UK Performances, 1948—1952

Matches Points (+bonus pts)
Anniversary Cup 7 16+9

1948 — Sheffield Tigers

Nat'| Lge Div.2 Nat'| Lge. Div.2 4 4+4
(July — early Sept. ) Challenge 2 6+1
13 26+14
36 rides = 4.44 CMA
Date Rides
1949 — Belle Vue Aces May+ June Second-half rides.
Nat'l Lge Div.1 June 2 Div.2 Chall. match resrv.
( May — Sept. ) Jn,Jly,Ag. 10 Resv. Lge. matches.*
Sept. 2 Nat'l Trophy team resrv.

+ 2 N.L.Div.1 matches.
12rides 4 14+2

= 5.33CMA

Matches Points

1950 — Belle Vue Aces Nat'l Lge. Div.1 23 109+10
Nat'l Lge Div.1 Nat'l Trophy 4 21+3
( April = Oct. ) Spring Cup 6 29+1
Challenge 9 39+5

42 198+19

= 5.17/mtg
1951 — Belle Vue Aces Nat'l Lge. Div.1 30 214+19
Nat'l Lge Div.1 Nat'l Trophy 1 11+2
( April — Oct. ) Challenge 9 80+6
International 1 7+2

41 312429

= 8.32/mtg
1952- Belle Vue Aces  Nat'l Lge. Div.1 21 184+9
Nat'l Lge Div.1 Nat'l Trophy 1 15+1
( June — COct.) Challenge 8 56+4

30 255+14

= 8.97/mtg

* 1949 NL1 'Resene Lge' = 4 hts, 2-man teams, 2 rides/mtg.
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The UK Years - 1951
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Last Mr Brown went to Belle
4V1,le { ter) . among a
_crowd 30,000 whu saw“H Long,,
South African speedwa; com-
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thg Aum:ml:mnH eham-

g those riding against Long
were such well-known names as. Val
| Morton, fl:!em: Oliver. Jeff Lloyd, and
Jack - Parkes

Mr. rown was able to meet Lon
after the meeting and tn,lk over Soutg
n‘@;gcan speedway prospect
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- Bob Serrurier, the national
‘speedway champion, leaves for
Britain to-night to join fellow
South African Henry Long at
Belle Vue, Manchester. When it
was first suggested that he should
‘have a season on English tracks
the intention was that he should
‘join Sheffield, which was under
" the same gns.nagemem as Belle
Vue.

‘With conditions altered at
Sheffield he may remain at Belle

Vue, in which case he will get

experience with some of the best
riders in Britain. Long, who has
‘been having his best season with
‘the Belle Vue league team, has
‘already obtained all the equip-
‘ment for Serrurier and is certain
to put him on the right road.

In spite of beating experienced
riders like Fred Wills, Buddy
Fuller and his brother Doug. in
‘the South African championship.
_Bob has no illusions about the
hard road he will have to travel.
‘For this season, at any rate, he 1s
intent upon picking up =all the
knowledge he can gain among
international stars like Jack
Parker and Aub Lawson.
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H Y LONG, the South Afri-
can international speedway |
star, is having his best season on
English tracks and on his present
form is in line io challenge his
| Belle Vue feam-mate. Jack Parker,
fnr l-us mateh race titl |
s last three nmons.l muug

5meet.ings Long has scored 31
points, eight against Bristol, 12
against West Ham and 11 against
Wunblednn Ronnie Moore, the 17-
| 5 g Voar-old Wimble-
don rider, has'
been tipped as a
likely  opponent
for Parker. He
beat Parker in
the league match,
but he could not
beat Long or his
times.

Belle Vue are at
the top of the
league, four peints
ahead of Wimble-
don, with two
matches in hand.
- Long. whu was partnered by
Parker last season, and at
_start of this season. has been pro-
.moted to a heat leader, but he
still has plenty of regard for what
Parker tells him. In fact he has
bhased his style on that of Parker,
and English critics say that he is
.a second -edition of the England

. l.nn. %

mg has hard

task in world
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From nr Correspondent

London, Monday.

HE draw for the second

round of the world speed-
way championship finds the
South African rider, Henry
Long, having to travel 1o Ash-
field. Glasgow, and Cradley
Heath tracks for this stage of
the contest.

In each case he will meet oppo-
sition from star English and
Australian Test match riders,
Among the competitors he will
meet at Glasgow on July 10 is
Merv Harding, now first choice for
the Australian Test team,
spectacular Arthur Forrest, who
rode in the English Test team at
Bradford on Saturday.

Long also has to meet Wembley
star Frank Williams— brother of
the world champion, Freddie
Willlams — and by a stroke of ill
fortune Long and Williams meet
both at Glasgow and Cradley
Heath, Among his other rivals at
Cradley on July 16 are the Austra-
lian Test rider Bob Leverenz, West
Ham Test star Howdy Byford,
who rides consistently well both
in England and Scandinavia. and
two men
|DLv1slcn I team,

Meanwhile

| Manchester, on Saturday,

and |

BIGGEST DANGER

Long's biggest danger at Cradley,
however, is likely to be the
Swedish ace Olle Nygres1, who has
just been signed on by the crack
London side, Harringay.

Altogether 136 riders figure in
the second-round meetings, and of
them the 54 top-scorers go forward
to the remainder of the champion-
ship. Long is riding well enough

| to quality for the next stage, bui

the names of the 54 remaining wil}
not be known until after the last
second-round meeting, which is on
July 21,

SERRURIER BEATEN

The first speedway match be-
tween two South Africans riding
in England took place at Belle Vue,
when
Henry Long, who is fast becoming
a speedway star in England, de-

| feated Bob Serrurier. The maich

had no official recognition and
only came about when Long sug-
gested that a meeting with
Serrurier be- arranged as a show
for the Belle Vue spectators in
the absence of their best riders
in the Bradford Test match.

ENGLAND WIN

England beat Australia by 59
points to 49 in the second speed-
way Test in Bradford on Saturday
to level the score in the five-Test
series, reports Sapa-Reuter.

Fred Williams, of Wembley, was
top seorer for England with 13
points, while Eddie Rigg, of Odsal
and Jack Parker, of Belle Vis,
each got 12,

J Young. of Edinburgh,
seared 16 points for Ausiralla, Jack

from Birmingham's| Biggs of Harringay, Wes Dexs best

soorer wiih 11 points

PUSHED MACHINE
Long,

apparently

Long meets “Test riders in
; next two rounds of world
| speedway championship

Tu\uﬂ?qﬂ From Our Corvespondent

London, Tueede:r.

ENRY LONG, South Africa’s sole challenger for the

world speedway championship, meets his stiffest apposi-

tion vet in LheBpenI:l!lmule stage of the fierce comgauuon
T

for the plum

August 13,
LCInE suppliez a SD’L!lh Alriean
o an inter fiel

which ineludes stays from Eng-
land, Australia and New Zealand.
His biggest hurdle at this
meeling will be Jack Woung, the
sensational second division star,
whom  Australia . made their
captain at the recent Wembley
Test and who now g firm
favourite to win the title.
At the same meeting Long
will also have to fm “Bplit”
Waterman, one of England’s lead-
ing scorers in Tests, Norman
Parker, the Wimbledon captain,
who will be riding on his own
track, and G Mardon, a New
Zealander, whe, in  his  first
season in England is making a
b, name for himsel! with
ershot.
Long’s other meeting 15 at
Birmingham on August 18. Here

itish speedway season at Wimble

on on

he will be called upon to meet
the relgning world champion,
Freddle Willlams, together with
Australla's Test selector, Aub
Lawson, and England star Alan
Hunt, who will be riding on his
own track,

A cheque for £50—apart from
| prize money—Is awarded to the
| top scorer at each meeting, and
‘at tha conclosion of the round,
which ends on August 31, the 15
leading scorers qualify for tha
g;ml at Wembley on Secptember

During the past two seasons tha
championship round has been run
over three meetings. In 1348 the
top man averaged 12,66 polnts and
the 16th man nine points. Last
year the comparative figures
were 13 points and 865 points

b s
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Long crashes

3'“ in world
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' Frnm Our qurespondent

London, Tuesday.
| A SPECTACULAR crash
robbed the South African

‘\'s’peedway rider, Henry Long,

cof valuable points in the
- Wimbledon round of the world
speedway championship last
“night. =
- Long, who is South Africa’s
sole representative in the contest,
will as a result now have diffi-
‘culty in qualifying for the final
at Wembley next month.

Long was fighting out a thrilling
duel with the experienced English
‘rider Geoff Pymar and as they

'entered the last straight, with |

lems.r inches in front, Pymar

'fell heavily.

l With no chance of avoiding a

’colhslon Long ran into Pymar’s

machine and both men dis-|

‘appeared in a cloud of cinders
‘and sprawling cycles.

| Long staggered to the side of
ith track and collapsed and a
stretcher party carried off Pymar,
who was later said to have con-
| cussion.

only dazed, recovered sufficiently
to realise that there was still at
stake a vital point ‘for third
finisher in the race and he
managed to push his machine 70
yards to the post in time to
qualify for that point.

Riding well, Long lost ground
early in his ﬁrst race, but recovered
to lose only by 3
inches to Frank
Lawrence. In his
second race Long
was pitted against
the Australian
star Jack Young
and the South
African was not
disgraced in com-
ing second.

Two hard races
in succession - ob-
viously tired him,
however, and it
was after gain-
ing only another second that his

H. Long

“spill came in his fourth race, while

in his fifth and final race he was
heaten for third place by Wimble-
‘don’s own rider Ronnie Moore.

NOT ENOUGH

Long collected only seven points,
which does not yet give him

| enough to take him on tQ the final.

He has one more meeting—at
Birmingham on Saturday — in
which to qualify, but he will have
‘to get well into double figures if

~ he is to mde at Wembley.

4




The U.K.

'fhc%-'*\’k\s' 3‘ A n‘a‘h—x"i; H?
S. Hart, Belle Vues team mana
and the first woman “‘chief” in Britlsh
speedway. Her team, runners-up in
Division I last season, and for many
years one of the ieadlng combina
is now struggling at the foot of I e
table.

Stars missing from the first “six”

jured during the close season) and
Henry Long who had decided not to
return to Britain until just before the
o;;)ening rounds of the World Cham-
pion:

Every day for 2 week Miss Hart
telephoned Long at his Alberton
home “Her persistence reminded

of a newspaper reporter,”
ehmped Long yesterday.

Vue manager had used seven six-
minute long-distance calls at £1 a|
minute.

Then came Number Two problem:
Could Long reach Manchester in time
for a heavy week-end programme?
Airways officials found a seat for him
on an alrcraft which is due to arrive
in Britain less than ten hours before
the start of the Belle Vue-Wimbledon
league match.

Accompanying the South African
champion will be his wife, 15-month-
old son, and his father, Alf Long.

include 45-year-old Jack Parker (in-|

Long’s “Yes” came after the Belle

Years, 1952

'HENRY LONG ANSWERS
BELLE VUE’S “SOS”

ENTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD Henry Long, South Africa’s
speedway ace, flies to Britain to-morrow in answer to
an “808.” He will rejoin Belle Vue—and the Manchester
First Division team’s telephone account is increased by
writes ERIC LITCHF iELD)

Meets Mardon

One of Long's opponents in his first
mateh will be Geoff Mardon, 24-year-
old New Zealander, who toured the
Union with Ken Middleditch’s over-
seas team last season.

Mardon, transferred from Alder-
shot (Third Division) for a fee of
£1,000, has been a  consistently
high scorer in the First Division.
A month age he scored 11 points
in Wimbledon's 47—36 win against
Belle Vue.

Overseas report read: “Mardon un-
selfishly sacrificed the chance of pain-
ing his first maximum in top-class
speedway by nursing team-mate Reg
Trott into first place in the final

Betle Vue and Wimbledon ride a
ireturn in London on Monday night,
land the Manchester men stay over-
inight to ride against West Ham on
Tuesday:

M} DRAWN'- EAIN’ST

Long becomes
hero at Belle
Vue s et:,dwa

\

CONE Gur il
MANCHESTER. Wednesday.
Manchester speedway supporlers
have made Henry Long, the South
African rider, their hero after his

performance here on Saturday.

Long stepped straight off the
plane from Johanneshurg at the
airport and motored to Belle Vue
| speedway  stadium, where he
turned out for the famous Belle
| Vue Aces and finished the evening
laﬁ top points scorer.

He won the last heat, which en-
abled the Aces to draw with
‘Wimbledon, 42 all. Long had flown
speclally from Johannesburg in
answer to an SOS sent out by
Miss A. S. Hart, manager of the
Aces.

Her team had been weakened
by an abnormal erop of injuries.
He had no rest from the time he
landed in Manchester until the
time he went on to the track for
his first ride, before 30,000 spec-
tators.

.mudwwomhm Forthemndywlnmouﬂmllehl ]
and&mwhluhlsrueuwalﬂ‘rm
.she nmx mmd at London's Wenm
i Long, who scored 21 points Ini
this two meetings, was among thef
-e1 quall.ners from the Inr.elmmnal =

Thaae qualifiers join 20 nelm.ed
First Division riders (in 1
Wack Young, “Split” Waterman and
Jack Biggs, first three in the :
11951 final) at the last hurdle ==
‘before 1 -

the final round.

Long's two International
Round e at
Motherwell and Coventry and -
his ag te of a1

I

l 7
5_%ve_mm the joint 18th place,
Middiesitin (25 points), Geofl.
Mardon (23), Peter Robinson (21),] .|
Joek ﬁrlerson» (18) and Sune
Carlsson (1T)—all of whom have
\ridden on South African hranks in
Tecent years.

lmﬁe%egml ln&t‘l‘rﬂw mﬂmoml..

wuxmgummmummm

¥ su.ne of Sweden, who |
it II:IK for New - |
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only’ South African riding regularly on British tracks.

Long within reach of two
remier speedway tltles

Qur Correspondent 5 g
;"a London, Tuuclny v

H.E TWO PR IEK S in npeedway racing are now

~within the reach of Henry Long, who is this season the

e, A
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The first of these is the world
championship, a vital round
which is to be ridden at the West
Ham track tonight. Long will be
meeting the reignma world cham-
‘pion, Jack Young, and Sweden's
‘outstanding challenger Olle
Nygren,

" Longs other world champlon-
shlp meeting is on August 29 at
‘Harringay, and there again he will
‘meet Jack Young. “Split MWater-
man and Jack Biggs, Wi were
second and third respu:uvely to
Young in last year's final, are at
the same meeting, which means
that Long is in for a formidable

top 16 scorers from these meetings
will qualify. for the final at
Wembley on September 18.

of | for that capacliiy.

| standing:

run in the scramble for points. The |

being considered by the selectors

Since Long arrived in England
in June to rejoin his old team at
Belle Vue., Manchester, that side
has been rejuvenated and Long's
own performances have been out-

Over the Bank Houdav weelk-
end Long dropped only two points
against the powerful Harringay
side and two days later rode un-
‘beaten against Bradford. He'
requires only to maintain this
form to be given a chance against
Young for the match race cham-
_pionship

He will be a member of the
Belle Vue team to visit Sweden
in October and his father, who ‘s
also in land, may
l;he team as technical adviser.

MATCH RACE CHANCE
The other major prize in whir.h
Loug has a chance to qualify is.
|the match race championship also
/nmow held by Young. This is a
| monthly event between the holder
-and an. officlally selected chal-.
'lenger,and now Long, by reason

of his fine recent performances, is



The UK Years - 1952 .. cont'd.

s 11 points in
world speedway '

h‘h m Our Wl‘ﬂmﬂmi
“i« 13 7985 London, Wﬂdneuliay'
ACH]NE TROUBLE robbed the South African speedway
A champion, Henry Long, of valuable points in the world
championship first round at the West Ham track last night
but nevertheless he managed to finich fourth in a star-stud led
international field in which the wi i
world champion, Jack Young.
- Long's first ride was awnst.
?om:l.g and he wisely let the |
‘champion go while he battled for
second place points with the local
boy., Wally Green, who was second.
in the 1960 final. Only inches
separated Green and Long at the
finish but the South African had
to be content with third place.

AUSTRALIAN TRIP

15 bl nat - vide: Tt - bt 10) _r FROM ovv CORBESPONDENT
meet the Norwegian star, Basse \\h\fst\m\h ILH S onnoN, Wednesday.
Hveem, and the Swedish champion, ENRY LONG e Springhok speedway star, has turned dewn

the invitation to join the British speedway touring team which
flies to Australia in November. “The Australian offer was very
attractive and I'iried to persuade mysell to accept il, but the idea
of missing a scason’s racing in South Arrles was too painful,” said
Long to-day.
“Long will sail for South Africa, The Soufh Afflcan ace will not|
on November 10. : nave an easy task getting those
is going to be the!ll points. His ]c‘uipponents include’
biggest-ever  speedway| the present world champion. Jack
season,” he predicts. Young, home track stars, Blags
Using a 350 cc. Velocette, hust-jand  Waterman, the = Austrian
ling Henry is also to hisichampion, Dirtl and captains of
Stoke ‘and Glasgow  Ashfield

try
t/hand in Open circuit competition
jon the eight-mile Nigel track. |teams. 2
1f he qualifies he will be the first
South African ever reach

© Needs 11 Points
Bul before hi§ South African|? World final
isession  starts, Long, with 11 P!}'he full field at Harringay on

‘qualifying points already on the|
,board. races at London's Harrin-p Jsxf&;:maﬁ' Jrgirfgs(;vmmnnﬂ

ay ?l.eédluml b Friday. nlsht Anfis, Seumestily Lascas (5. iy
‘ra:ndas world series ellm_natingh { Long ixl;eue Ve,
3 o) . - - B !

Long needs to score af least | K. (Siokay: D, " Campoi
‘another 11 peints here If he ;2;::*“"“ el LU R
is to qualify for the world (gmarsholn:'!!. .Pamn {(Norwich),
championship final at .

W ¥ on 18.

Speedway trial for
Long tonight

From Our Correspondent

LONDON, Thursday. — Henry
Long, the South African finalist in
the world speedway championship
at Wembley next week, is o ope
given an opportunity of getting
the feel of that-track in a special
event at Wembley tonight.

Long's fellow - finalists, Brian
Crutcher and Derek Close. ride in
the second division and do not nor-
mally appear at Wembley, while
Arthur Forrest of Bradford and
Long himself, though both first
division men, have had little or
no experience of the Wembley

Long best “outsider” in
world speedway final

[EanE s o“j From Dur Correspondent

Se \( J-l! "?5' London, Wednesday.
HE SOUTH AFRIL.AV CHAMPION, Henry Long, should
be able early on to estimate his chances of winning the
world speedway championship at Wembley tomorrow for
three of his five races are scheduled for the first half of
the meeting.

Of the 20 races Long rides In
heats 3, 8, 10, 12 and 17 and in
three of them he clashes with a
highly fancied candidate. It would
have been better for his chances
had he met all three In a singie
race,

which may make him about sixth
in the list of 16 riders. Although
he is not tipped to carry off top
hohours no expert leaves Long's
name out of the reckoning, while
ihe London *“Sunday Dispatch,”
sponsors of the competition, rate

Willlams |

track this season,

Long did not return to England
until after his Manchester team,
Belle Vue, had paid their first
league visit to Wembley and has
not ridden there this year at all.
These four ridefs, therefore, have
been invited to appear in one
race only at Wembley tonight in

order to give themselves an oppor- |

tunity of trying out the atmos-,

Phere of that big stadium in

readlness for the main event.

Long's first race iz & " League
of Nations" heat for two riders
opposing him  will be the Aus-

tralian J. Young and D. Forsberg,
a

Swede. Young
is the reigning
champion and
will be a great
§ surprise  if  he
loses to Long,

Long s capable
_ of winning heat 8
h Aus-
tralian test star
Arthur Payne,
f the latest Eng-
land senzation

Dick Bradley and
the unpredictable |
| Wembley rider
Bob Oakley, but in heat 10 he will
probably play second fiddle to the |
1950 champlon and local Wembley
star Fred Willlams.

LAET-HEAT SCRAMBLE |

“Split” Waterman will be riding

with an injured knee in heat 13. |
A fit Waterman would win but in |
the ecircumstances Long has a |
| distinct adyantage. Long's last
| ride brings him up against the
teenage cyclone Ronnie Moore, &
popular tip with the prophets. Tt
will be the Jast race for each of
them and, particularly in the case
of Moore it may be a desperate
.scmmble for vital points.

Long
Ihis posdible 15 points—a

KR, Moaore.
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should score about 10 oll
total

him as the biggest danger to the
three maost fancied riders,
Williams, Moore and Young look
the likely first three.

The ultimate winner will be
earning money at the rate of £100
per minute, for each start is worth
£3 10s., each point £5, and there
is a top cash prize of £500, with
£300 for the second and £200 for
the third. A Wembley race averages
71 seconds.

All the 93,000 tickets have been
sold and the meeting will be broad-
cast and televised The ta.\m’u;“'.l.s1 v;sill
rshal Sir

be p
Wlllla.m Slim.

Long rides
to qualily

brilliantly
for world

speedway final

Prnm Our Correspondent

STHE,

0, ux A Ay

TH E °

gave

r\t!

the South African

1253 . London, Saturday.

ITHREE BRILI IQ\I' WINS at Harringay last’ night

speedway  champion. Henry

Long, sufficient points to qualify for the world championship

final—the first South

African

ever lo appear among the

select 16 to compete for speedway’s premier prize.

A fauilty clutch was responsible
for Long making poor staris in
his first two races, but his mech-
anic-father worked feverishly upon |
it to set Henry eventually on his
way to the big Wembley final on
September 18. |

Long was somewhat fortunate
to get two points for second place |
in his first ride for he was running
hir ‘hen the loeal favourite, |

Waterman, fell when in |
Lthe lead, allowing Long fo finish |
just - behind Jack Biggs, the |
eventual winner of the round.

Long met the :T\g‘mng cham-
pion, Jack Young, in his sccoud;
race, but here the Scuth African |
was kept into third place by |
Willie Wilson, the up-: and—commgl
Scot. Three points from two races ;
was not enough for Long, who |
found himself in Mgaposltion of |
having to win his refiaining three
races to make sure of the 12 points |
which would see him through.

SPECTACULAR RACE |

With the slipping clutch ‘re-‘
paired, however, Long went Ouc'
against the English stars, Wa}l_\,"
Green and Erie Williams and the |
three of them provided the race of
the night. Shoulder to shoulder
they rode for three laps with Long
riding perilously close to the fence
in repeated attempts to pass. On
the last lap he slipped through on
the inside and gained a lead of
inches in a desperate dash for the
last bend. Long hung on grimly
and roared past the finishing line
in one of the most spectacular
races of the season.

Long

i €257,

Long had the Australian test
star Arthur Payne 8s his chief
rival in his next heat in which he
shot away fzgom the gate, opened

(up a two length lead out of the
| first bend and held it to the post.

It was as well for Long that his

last appearance found him with

moderate second and- third divi-

Esmn riders and he tould afford

to take it easy as he cantered
in for the remaiing three vital
points. Long's 12 points brought
this aggregate up to 23—enough to
| put him definitely in the last 16
| out of the 80 men who started the
round with visions of spesdway's
most glittering prize.
THE FINALISTS

The 16 finalists, reports Sapa-
Reuter, will be B. Oakley (28): J.
Young, S. Waterman, R. Moore
and F. Willilams (27); R. Howe
{126); D. Pradléy mnd C. Rorer
A. Payne, J. Lloyd, A. Forest
and B. Cruichers (24); D. Close,
B. Roger and H. Long (23); and
oné of the following five who, with
22 points will run off the decider
for 16th place—T. Redmond, A.
Hunt, B. Hveen, G. Warren and
D, Forsbhurg.

makes bad start in
world speedway but

finishes sixth

Fethew mase
IT TOO

From Qur Correspondent

1953 .
THE SOU TH AFRICAN RIDER. Henry Long,

London, Friday.

two races in which to warm up in the final of the world
speedway championship at Wembley Stadium last night.

By the time he had got the fi
Long's chances of winning s

eel of the track, however, all
peedway’s biggest prize had

gone and his final total of seven poinis for the night’s racing

The powerful field was headed
by the Australian, Jack ¥oung,
who became the first rider ever
to win this champlionship twice.
Second place went to the 1950
world champion, Freddie Williams,
and third to another of the
younger riders, Bob Oakley.

Long, who had ridden only once
before at Wembley this season.
lost ground in his early races by

| taking the bends iar too wide and,
| 'in the first race he had to work
hard to tie for third place.

Long had the same sort of
trouble m his nexy race in which|
he wrestled with his machine on
one particular sweeping bend,
while Oakley, Bradle¥ and Payne
swept through on the inside and

but to follow them home.

MEASURE OF TRACK

After that, however, it was a|
| different story. Long now had the
measure of the track and chased
Williams hard in his third racel
in which he fully deserved the two |
points he gained. Long might have |
won the next race in which he|
held the lead for two laps but in
the last burst he was passed near
the end by Arthur Forest.

|
In his last race he was passed 2

only by the Australian teenage |
‘rider, Ronnie Moore, but by then
the championship leaders had

piled up too big a points lead to |
be affected by Long's performance,
In finishing sixth Long was by no
means disgraced for the standard |
of riding was higher than for
mMAny years.

sixih position.

. FATHER PLEASED |

Long's father Alf, who also acts|
as his meehanic in the pits on,
these occasions, said last night"
that he knew his son was thrilled
at having been one of the 16
riders battlinz before such =&
crowd for the world speedway title.
“It was one of the finest exhibivl
tions of speedway racing I have |
ever seen.” he added and he was!
proud his son had been able tol
take part in it. |

Young had only a point to spare |
from Freddie Williams, the 1850
champion who finished second |
with 13 points reports Sapa-Reuter, '
Then came Bob Oakley with u
and Ronnie Moore with 10 pﬂints

left the South African no gption=—————

Australian is
Frie World
L1904 5 |
[ Spee way King
| LONDON, Thursday.' Jack
Young (West Ham and Australia)
became the first rider to win
|the World Speedway Champion-
\shi~ in suceessive years. Nearly
1100400 spectators saw him retain
'Ehe title at Wembley Stadium
ito-night when he scored 14 out
\of_a possible 15 paints,
Henry Long of South Africa
iwas only able to gain seven pulnts
Iaml came last.



The UK Years 1948 — 1952 .. contd

Henry Long in his
Sheffield colours;

- in his Belle Vue
race jacket;

The Belle Vue
team, 1952;

World Final
turnout, Wembley
Sept.18 1952

EMPIRE STADIUM
E Henry Long of South Africa (second fram right) with other finalists in the world speedway éhafrihi

| plonship at Wembley Stadium. London. The championship was won by the holder, Jack Young of, ; - g

| Australia. Left to right: Dan Forsberg, Sweden; Base Hveem, Norway; and on the extreme right, OUSHRANAL U SR  01  ATRTA 62 CHE S L LN
Trevor Redmond, New Zealang, : |

Danny Forsberg SW, Basse Hveem NY, Henry Long SA, Trevor Redmond NZ.
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