THE HENRY LONG COLLECTION
Part 8 — 1953/'54 Season

The off-season prior to the new campaign heralded the long awaited beginning of speedway in the
Rhodesias. In a somewhat surprising development the first meeting in July was not staged in any of the
major cities of Southern Rhodesia as anticipated but further north beyond the Zambesi River at Kitwe on
Northern Rhodesia’s Copperbelt. The first meeting in Southern Rhodesia was held at Bulawayo’s
Agricultural Showgrounds in September when the hosts met South Africa in an international challenge
match with the visitors emerging victorious by 37 points to 34.

In late August and with the 1953/54 season fast approaching, the main talking point was the news
released by Gilbert Brown, the Wembley general manager, that an eight-man English team would tour the
Union and be captained by the 1950 World Champion Freddie Williams. Little did anyone suspect that by
the time he arrived in late October Williams would have been crowned World Champion for a second time
after his triumph the previous month at Wembley Stadium, London.

Besides the current World Champion, the tourists fielded a combination of experience and youth
including veteran Bill Kitchen and budding star Brian Crutcher that ultimately proved too strong for the
Springboks. The South African team went into the 5" and final Test in the knowledge that a win would
square the series and they seemed to have luck with them as both Kitchen and Freddie Williams were
unavailable for the touring team. However, England drafted in Gerry Hussey who was free-lancing in the
Union and against the odds secured a 57-51 victory to deny the locals.

Two further Test series were held — the Springboks beating an Overseas team 2-1 and a Dominions
side comprising South Africans and New Zealanders Trevor Redmond and Dick Campbell defeating
England 3-0 although the series score belies the closeness of the individual matches. A further
international took place at Bulawayo in December when a British team beat the Dominions 58-50.

Individually four riders were prominent, Brian Crutcher, Freddie Williams, Henry Long and Fred
Lang. With Fred Wills, Crutcher formed the backbone of the Randfontein Aces league team. His league
performances were immense, - 9 maximums from 13 matches and with only five points dropped, his total
of 151 points made him the league’s leading scorer. Crutcher also unsuccessfully challenged Williams for
the National Match Race Championship Golden Helmet in February and he capped his season by winning
the Natal Championship. Williams, having won the Golden Helmet from Henry Long in December, held it
until the season’s end whilst he scored prolifically for the Pretoria Eagles. Long was not as prominent as
in previous seasons but was still considered favourite for the SA National Championship scheduled for
26" March at Wembley until it was postponed to the beginning of the 1954/55 season. Fred Lang came of
age and began to produce the scores previously predicted of him. He was South Africa’s second highest
scorer in the Tests against England and also contributed significantly to the series win against Overseas.
His form was such that his signature was eagerly sought by several clubs for the 1954 British season.
Ultimately he turned down overtures from Edinburgh and Ipswich to sign for first division giants, the
London Wembley Lions.

Of the teams who competed in the 1952/53 National League programme, only the Durban Hornets
and Wembley Lions once again came to the tapes. The former Germiston team moved to a newly built
track at Olympia Park adjoining the Pam Brink Stadium and re-branded themselves as 'Springs Stars’
whilst Boksburg closed their doors for good. A new team, the Aces, entered the competition and operated
out of the Randfontein Showgrounds. Captained by Trevor Redmond, the Springs Stars were comfortable
winners of the league finishing 6 points clear of second placed Randfontein.

After a successful defence of the Wembley Match Race Championship by holder Henry Long in
October, the Golden Helmet was given a revamp and became the National Match Race Championship
thereafter. Instead of a single leg, best-of-three races contest at Wembley, a home and away leg was
instituted with a deciding leg at a neutral track if required, with all legs being on a best-of-three races
format. The first Golden Helmet challenge under the new system saw Freddie Williams pitted against Long
and the World Champion comfortably won both legs at Wembley and Randfontein by 2 races to nil.
Subsequently, Williams retained a vice-like grip on the Golden Helmet although in his last defence of the
season both he and challenger Brian Crutcher fell in the first race of the second leg at Wembley with the
holder sustaining a broken collar-bone. However, Williams retained the title by virtue of his 2-0 win in the
opening leg at Randfontein.
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Morthern Rﬂodc@ta. where he
managed the feam of South African
riders which lost 40—36 to the local
bars BUDDY FULLER savs the
track at N'Eana i= every bit as good
as that at Wembley Stadinm.

And Fuller added: “When I waz 1n
N'kana three months ago, there
was nothlong but bush on the pro-
poged site of the track. Now there
s a nite-surface track with
direct over-head llzht,LnE.,

“The Rhodeslan b are good. T
saw two meetings witl oul, one cider
erashing into the saflety-fence as
novices usually do, The local star
is BERT CLARK, a road-racer {rom
Engluna. A great prospect, he scored

10 points at his first competidve
meeting.'

TEST PLAN

HERE was nothing casy about
the Rhodesian vietory over a
Sowuth Afrlcan team. Gol agalnst
the home riders were TOBY BOS-
HOFF, HARRY SBERRURIER and
g‘g{ED VAN ZYL, three Test Spring-

“Speedway In Rhodesia will begin
to boom once the tracks under
construction at Salisbury and Bula-
wayn are completed,” =ays Buddy
Fuller. now well over the Durban
crasiy that forced the doctors to
tell him to end his active track-
riding caieer.

South African teams will probably
be Aown to Rhodesla for Test
matches not long after Sslisbury
and Bulawayo are ready to present
full-senle meetings,

No, there will be no clash with
the South African
Rhodesian spasdway e
Union's off—or winter—seazon

|tam, was

% Rhodesia Unlucky in
'« Speedw:
Db

wayo on Saturday. South Africa beat Rhodesia by
| 37 points to 34—bnt it could also quite easily have been
a Rhodesian victory.

Hob Raw, the Rhodeslan cap-
unbcley in soming off

L
"s firs

cont'd.

Boon after ile Ehodesinn nnd Sonth African speedwny teams arrived in Bnlwa.;'n yu.tarﬂmr

they started funing their machines at a local shop, From left to right (standing) they are

Bonny James (B.A), Doe Luyemdyk (5.A.), Toby Hoshoff (Rbod), Jop Blankfield (REhod.),
Eﬂamh{%n -}, Harry dn Tolt (8.A.), Guidfrey Rabie (8.A., manager) and Bobh Kaw (Bho-
caplain

Bepted is Doug Berrucler (5.A, captnin and  koeeling are Jobn Bekker
(Rhod.) and Dave Nauwle (Rhod.).

"L()hg opens speedivay with
| 5«»“3:?.‘"8'}3“3 pomts win

ENRY LO gave an eﬂet:twe answer to those critics
who maintain that he eannot come from the back to
win a speedway race when he completed his maximum point-
scoring effort and won the Supporters Trophy at Wembley
last ni ght
In the final heat Iﬂns was
beaten out of the gate by Joe
Blankfield and Bob Raw, both
of whom could have finished with
a higher score than Long had
the Sputh African champion
failed. But Long waited until his
opponents  bunched together on

the great superiority of Long
over other local riders, and he
showed form good enough to im-
prove the hopes that he will
provide more than a match for |
Freddy Willlams, the world!
champion, next month. |

HEAT WINNERS |

the inside of the track and The heat winners weee: H. do Toit 79.4see., |
passed them both with a brilliant ﬁ Wn T8.5sec., F. Lalm' ?Bsscc,,
burst on the outside and went fp poof _M?’ﬁc"u_’d“ o e |
on to score another personsl |J.  Blankfield  78.6sec., D, urier
eS athanmi 79.9%c., B _ Raw 797 H. Long
: r i i ;;25!!:. '.__I LBmm‘:}n?.cLel ?9.§seen. H. Long
The fact a oe Blankfield's JGeec., F. Lang 77.9sec., aw B0.8sec.,
J. Blankfield Zsee., H. du Toit 803
speedway Test at Bula- chain  snapped | D Tang 7v.ssec., T. Hoshoff 80.7sct.. H.
ust as Long | Lona 78.2scc.
was Passing |  que individual
S ek S him made  no s 'EL;"; I:u D;‘;.‘J_m"“ i B ﬁllknkﬁ:;ld
= o i 1 . . D. Lanj
b L L L difference 0 e | T noshall 7. B, Seminier 7. A0 5|anks=1d
the Bt ar A e t the ultimate TeSUIL - 6. 5. James 6. H. Secrurier 4. F, van Zy] 4,
ﬁmahmmm e e mapurs- but it did lose P- McKenzie 2. A. Duncan 3 . Mottimer

. G. Matthews 1, 1. Hek

in the last lap of the first heat
when he was in o good position.

{lzet bend of the eeventh heat,

lana ne glided into third poeltion.
o Doug  Serrucier, the South
* lagrican ceptain, was the fiest to

Champion for

R

i | on Friday,
mwseen. el
C_"UTHAE’RIGANB Ehodesin. had

| mnlce an attempt on o lap record.
Hix time was 23.5 seconds,
NAUDE BEST
The erowd cheered the an-
neuncernent that Bob Serrurier,
.ﬂ, Fiding for South Afrlea on Satur-
t, who will captain the
ata.ra team in thelr mau:h
inst South Arfrica at EHIb
m and Joe Blankfield
both clocked 234

same team riding
When the tapes

on ihe first
with Raw close behind. Al mm
Berrurier could mot ceich
the speedy BlankSeld he mansged
overbazl Raw in the sccond

?Enttlpim
o the fromt

Speedway-SA.com June

When he led the flald round the Ra:

Tahy Boeshofl= engine cub out | the

CATTAINS DUEL

Anaother thrilling race was the
ducl between th?twu enpraine,

uuﬂ:& ;:acﬂ ehmg\eﬁ:tangiemal
2 hut finally g 19 t
BerTUrier to win, L)
Desplta a 30
‘the JlnnlIFl of ihaM sm#

L by
dInoves and Bert Clarl.,
‘Thera were three Iz,

aff  twica aﬂ Eckikar
cner, All theee occurred at the
same bend, the second from the
starting gate.
Tuth viere uninjured and wore
-n'ble tn rosume riding.

| el

2014

place in the
{inal score.
Fred Lang

started well by
winning twa
heats but once
again showed a
lack of experi-
ence when forced to ride from
the back. His brother, Doug, fell
in the first heat, but then rode
well to score nine points,

Harry du Teoit had a chance
until he met Long, and Dave
Naude scored more poinis than
ever before in a similar event.

TWO ACCIDENTS |

Two accidents marred this|
meeting of the new season. |
Alec BElankfield dislocated his|
shoulder when he was dragged
into the fence by hiz machine, |
and Doug Serrurier fractured his |
arm just above the wrist when
he could not correct a wnbble
on a bend. I

The meetmg proved cnce again |




