SOUTH AFRICAN SPEEDWAY LEAGUE, NSA, 2003

Intro.

Under the guidance of the National Speedway Association, the South African League was to be revived, with an
opening match between the Brakpan Rebels and the Walkerville Wizards.

At least four teams were to be formed, each with 5 riders, and league matches run on a 10-heat formula, rider
pooling, with guests used to overcome staffing number issues. An interesting feature was the fact that team
scores not only included the points actually scored by the riders, but also the riders' bonus points! This may have
been an unusual step, but would do much to encourage team riding. (The Brakpan versus Walkerville match was
actually decided by the bonus points, otherwise the result would have been a 30-all draw.)

The league was run on a points home-and-away type system, with the eventual winner receiving a major trophy
at the year end. The winning team and the riders that helped that team win were to be worked out on the average
points a rider had scored for the team that he'd represented at the time.

Match Reports:-
South African League, Round 1. Saturday, March 29, 2003.
BRAKPAN REBELS 32, WALKERVILLE WIZARDS 33

The opening league match at Brakpan was a great success, except for the absence of Bobby Devine and Alex
Lakatos, who experienced motor vehicle problems on their way to the track. This meant that the home team was
two riders short, and it was agreed that Byron Bekker, who was originally drafted into the Wizards team had to be
moved to the Rebels in order to give them a chance to compete.

With only seven riders around, Martin Bekker was nominated as the team rider of the night, and ended the day
suffering from fatigue, since he had to ride no less than eight times in the 10 heat match!

Nevertheless, the rider allocation system worked well. There were always four riders on the line and the crowd
loved the battle between the Rebels and the Wizards. The meeting produced some great racing and the team
character certainly appealed to the riders and the crowd. Eugene Smith top scored with 16 points for the winning
team, while Byron Bekker and lan Hutchinson each scored 14 plus 1 bonus for the Brakpan Rebels.

In the 'Future Stars' event newcomer Shaun Fish, a 17-year old from Boksburg, recorded a 12 point maximum
from his four rides to win. Terrance Capitao was second, and the only female rider in South African speedway,
Yolandi Deysel, scored three points from four races on her public debut.

Heat Details:

Ht.1: 1:12.25 Smith 3, B.Bekker 2, M.Bekker 1, K.McGuire 0. 2-4 (2-4)

Ht.2: 1:13.24 Smith 3, Hutchinson 2, Thompson 1, Crock 0. 2-4 (4-8)

Ht.3: 1:16.40 B.Bekker 3, Thompson 2, M.Bekker 1+1, McGuire 0. 3-4 (7-12)
Ht.4: 1:13.14 Hutchinson 3, B.Bekker 2+1, Smith 1, M.Bekker 0+1. 6-2 (13-14)
Ht.5: 1:16.53 B.Bekker 3, Thompson 2, M.Bekker 1+1, Crock 0. 3-4 (16-18)
Ht.6: 1:16.14 Smith 3, Hutchinson 2, Thompson 1, Crock 0. 2-4 (18-22)

Ht.7: 1:14.68 Smith 3, B.Bekker 2, M.Bekker 1, McGuire 0. 2-4 (20-26)

Ht.8: 1:20.61 Hutchinson 3, M.Bekker 2, Crock 1, Thompson 0. 4-2 (24-28)
Ht.9: 1:17.00 Hutchinson 3, M.Bekker 2, Crock 1, Thompson 0. 4-2 (28-30)
Ht.10: 1:14.19 Smith 3, B.Bekker 2, Hutchinson 1+1, M.Bekker 0. 4-3 (32-33)

BRAKPAN 32 (30+2): Byron Bekker 14+1 (from 6 rides), lan Hutchinson 14+1 (6), Rhett Crock 2 (5), Kagan McGuire 0 (3).
WALKERVILLE 33 (30+3): Eugene Smith 16 (6), Martin Bekker 8+3 (8), Neil Thompson 6 (6).

South African League Round 2. Saturday, May 31, 2003.
RUSTENBURG RED DEVILS 31, WALKERVILLE WIZARDS 32

The Rustenburg Red Devils gave their debut in the South African League at home versus top of the table
Walkerville Wizards. The ten heat league match was completed before the stockcar programme, and what a
proud display the bike section performed for the good sized crowd. Both teams were led on the track for the pre-
meeting parade by beautiful girl mascots, Lauren Bekker for the Wizards and Cherie Crock for the Devils.

Devils were a rider short for this match, and had to use the Rider
Replacement facility, since Warren Meier had to withdraw in
preparation for his world championship debut in Belgium the
following week.

The Rustenburg track was once again in a superb condition and
the racing was great right up until the final heat - well, almost!

Things got off to a shaky start, with a couple of non-finishers in the
first heat. Lakatos won from Martin Bekker, but Thompson fell and
broke a clutch lever, and Pretorius also fell and was lapped by the
other two.

With bonus points in South African League racing counting for the
team scores, second and third positions by lan Hutchinson and
Rhett Crock gave the Devils a 4-3 heat advantage over the race
winner Byron Bekker in heat 2.




Wizards hit back with a 4-2 as Smith won from Lakatos and Thompson held off the challenge of Pretorius. A 6-1
by Eugene Smith and reserve Deon Swart in heat 4 put Walkerville firmly in the lead before heat 5, which turned
out to be the race of the day.

Devils' captain Alex Lakatos took the lead from Swart and Martin Bekker. On the back straight Lakatos had
some problems and Bekker took advantage, followed by his team mate Swart. Lakatos tried everything he knew
to split the team riding Wizards' pair, and on the line it was Swart who took the lead, with a dead heat finish for
second place between Lakatos and Bekker. According to the SA rules, both riders were awarded 2 points, but no
bonus point was given to Bekker, thus the result of heat five was a 5-2 win for the Wizards.

Somewhat surprisingly, the Devils came back into the game with a maximum 6-0 win in the next heat by
Hutchinson and Pretorius. Initially Byron Bekker had led this race from his team mate Neil Thompson, who
crashed out, allowing Hutchinson into second place, before Bekker blew his engine.

Byron was back on the track again in the following heat, riding the Walkerville club’s spare, which is an old Grant
Baynes Jawa, that now belongs to their team manager Hansie Kleynhans.

It was good enough for him and partner Jonathan van Wyk, who had to overcome an injury from falling in heat 2,
to hold off Rhett Crock and secure the team a much needed bonus point, while Lakatos took the win.

Smith was well in the lead for the Wizards in heat 8, when suffering engine failure and handing the win to
Hutchison, with Martin Bekker doing a great job in splitting the Red Devils not allowing them the bonus point.

Martin Bekker then won the penultimate heat, with the Devils finishing 2nd and 3rd to take a vital bonus point and
tie the overall scores at 29-all, with one heat to go.

Smith gets the gate from Lakatos and Hutchison. Lakatos team rides and holds off Byron Bekker who finds an
inside line on turn 4 but Lakatos sees Bekker making a move and cuts right across the race line of Bekker
causing one of the most dangerous accidents seen in S. A. for a long time. The race is stopped and Lakatos
receives the black flag for instant disqualification. The re-run with only two riders sees Smith take the win for the
Wizards.

Heat Details:

Ht.1: 1:25.95 Lakatos, 3, M.Bekker 2. (Pretorius R, Thompson R) 3-2 (3-2)
Ht.2: 1:22.81 B.Bekker 3, Hutchinson 2, Crock 1+1. (Van Wyk F) 4-3 (7-5)
Ht.3: 1:19.83 Smith 3, Lakatos 2, Thompson 1, Pretorius 0. 2-4 (9-9)

Ht.4: 1:19.54 Smith 3, Swart 2+1, Hutchinson 1, Crock 0. 1-6 (10-15)

Ht.5: 1:23.65 Swart 3, Lakatos 2 & M.Bekker 2 dead heat, Crock 0. 2-5 (12-20)
Ht 6: 1:20.25 Hutchinson 3, Pretorius 2+1. (B.Bekker R, Thompson F) 6-0 (18-20)
Ht7: 1:22.72 Lakatos 3, van Wyk 2, B.Bekker 1+1, Crock 0. 3-4 (21-24)

Ht.8: 1:24.85 Hutchinson 3, M.Bekker 2, Pretorius 1. (Smith R) 4-2 (25-26)
Ht.9: 1:24.36 M.Bekker 3, Pretorius 2, Crock 1+1, Thompson 0. 4-3 (29-29)
Ht.10: 1:27.82 Smith 3, Hutchinson 2. (B.Bekker F/N, Lakatos X) 2-3 (31-32)

RUSTENBURG 31 (28+3): lan Hutchinson 11 (5), Alex Lakatos 10 (5), Wiekus Pretorius 5+1 (5), Rhett Crock 2+2 (5),
Warren Meier R/R.

WALKERVILLE 32 (30+2): Eugene Smith 9 (4), Martin Bekker 9 (4), Deon Swart 5+1 (2), Byron Bekker 4+1 (4), Jonno van
Wyk 2 (2), Neil Thompson 1 (4).

SOUTH AFRICAN LEAGUE Round 3. Saturday, July 12, 2003.
BRAKPAN REBELS 20, RUSTENBURG RED DEVILS 21

The Brakpan Rebels are still win-less in the South African League. They lost their second match of the season,
again at home and again by just one point.

Deciding factor was an engine failure suffered by Rebels‘ captain lan Hutchinson in heat 4, which produced the
only maximum heat advantage of the match, a 6-1 for the Red Devils (Note: under SA League rules bonus points
count towards a team'’s total points!).

Brakpan had an encouraging start to the match, as Martin Bekker beat Rustenburg captain Warren Meier in heat
1 and lan Hutchinson / Rhett Crock took first and third places in heat 2. Meier was the first Red Devil to win a race
(heat 3), before Neil Thompson and Jonno van Wyk took first and second ahead of Brakpan rookie Shaun Fish in
that crucial heat 4, when Hutchinson failed to finish. This gave the visiting team the lead by 15 points to 12, with
two races left.

Crock and Fish combined for second and third places behind heat 5 winner Van Wyk, which gave Brakpan a 4-3
advantage and reduced the deficit to just two points before the last heat decider. But another 4-3 heat win in that
last race was not enough to avoid overall defeat. The Devils' number one Warren Meier took command and kept
Bekker and Hutchinson behind, with Neil Thompson in last place.

Heat Details:

Ht.1: M.Bekker 3, Meier 2, van Wyk 1+1, Fish 0. 3-4 (3-4)

Ht.2: Hutchinson 3, Thompson 2, Crock 1, McGuire 0. 4-2 (7-6)

Ht.3: Meier 3, M.Bekker 2, Crock 1+1. (McGuire R) 4-3 (11-9)

Ht.4: Thompson 3, van Wyk 2+1, Fish 1. (Hutchinson R) 1-6 (12-15)
Ht.5: Van Wyk 3, Crock 2, Fish 1+1, McGuire 0. 4-3 (16-18)

Ht.6: Meier 3, M.Bekker 2, Hutchinson 1+1, Thompson 0. 4-3 (20-21)

BRAKPAN 20 (17+3): Martin Bekker 7 (3), lan Hutchinson 4+1 (3), Rhett Crock 4+1 (3), Shaun Fish 2+1 (3).



RUSTENBURG 21 (19+2): Warren Meier 8 (3), Jonno van Wyk 6+2 (3), Neil Thompson 5 (3), Kagan McGuire 0 (3)

2003 SOUTH AFRICAN LEAGUE TABLE

Pos. Team M w D L For - Ag. Pts
1t WALKERVILLE 2 2 0 0 65 - 63 4
2"  RUSTENBURG 2 1 0 1 52 - 52 2
3" BRAKPAN 2 0 0 2 52 - 54 0
2003 SOUTH AFRICAN LEAGUE RIDERS’ AVERGAGES
M R P B TP CMA
WALKERVILLE WIZARDS
1 Deon Swart 1 2 5 1 6 12.00
2 Eugene Smith 2 10 25 0 25 10.00
3 Martin Bekker 2 12 17 3 20 6.67 (7.20 incl. Guest rides)
4 Byron Bekker 1 4 4 1 5 5.00 (8.00 incl. Guest rides)
5 Neil Thompson 2 10 7 0 7 2.80
RUSTENBURG RED DEVILS
1 Warren Meier 1 3 8 0 8 10.67
2 Alex Lakatos 1 5 10 0 10 8.00
3 Jonathan van Wyk 2 5 8 2 10 8.00
4 Wiekus Pretorius 1 5 5 1 6 4.80
also rode (guest riders):
5 lan Hutchinson (Brakpan) 1 5 11 0 11 (8.80)
6 Rhett Crock (Brakpan) 1 5 2 2 4 (3.20)
7 Kagan McGuire (Brakpan) 1 3 0 0 0 (0.00)
BRAKPAN REBELS
1 lan Hutchinson 2 9 18 2 20 8.88 (8.86 incl. Guest rides)
2 Shaun Fish 1 3 2 1 3 4.00
3 Rhett Crock 2 8 6 1 7 3.50 (8.38 incl. Guest rides)
4 Kagan McGuire 1 3 0 0 0 0.00 (0.00 incl. Guest rides)
also rode (guest riders):
5 Byron Bekker (Walkerville) 1 6 14 1 15 (10.00)
6 Martin Bekker (Walkerville) 1 3 7 0 7 (9.33)

An early start of the rainy season in November had forced the cancellation of several scheduled race events.
While there was no need to re-stage the annual Best Pairs event, every effort was made to re-run the proposed
play-off final of the South African League. Top of the table Walkerville was due to host Rustenburg in a one-off
final for the “SA Club Champion’s Trophy” donated by Hansie Kleynhans.

After being rained-off twice, the N.S.A. was prepared to give it one more try. The plan was to stage the League
Cup final between Walkerville and Rustenburg, being held over from the 2003 season, as a curtain raiser for the
2004 season on January 31. But when the meeting again got cancelled in January, this competition was never
completed.

Christian Weber. September 26, 2013

Rustenburg Red Devils




